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As I write this message, our club 
charter dive has just been com-
pleted. The boat was sold out 
and the day was a complete suc-
cess. Everyone in attendance had 
a great time. Steve will provide 
more information in our next 
newsletter. While watching our 
dive masters George Linares and 
Jerry Del Rosario perform their 
duties, the most important of 
which was to ensure that every-
one returned to Long Beach 
safely, I was reminded about the 
recently released movie...Open 
Water. This film is loosely based 
on a true story in which two di-
vers did not return to the dive 
boat before it departed the dive 
site and were not missed by the 
crew nor anyone else on board. 
While  much of the movie is fic-
tion, and is designed to entertain 
the audience, there was enough 
substance to make us all reflect 
on how close we are to being in 
that same situation. When some-

thing happens as depicted in the 
movie, everyone bears some re-
sponsibility. We as divers cannot 
rely on the dive masters to look 
out for us every second. Al-
though LABUE, the dive mas-
ters and the boat crew took extra 
precautions to ensure that every-
one who went into the water was 
back on board before departing 
the site, we all need to think 
about what we should do to help 
us survive, just in case...We all 
share the responsibility of pre-
venting a tragedy at sea. Without 
going into detail, the question for 
all of us to ask is   ’am I doing 
my part?’  If you are unsure 
what your role is or what you 
can do to prevent something as 
depicted in the movie from hap-
pening to you, ask any of the  
dive professionals in our club. 
They will be happy to help. 
 
Bob Simmons 
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 LABUE RETURNS TO THE BVI’S  
It is now official!!! LABUE will return to 
the beautiful British Virgin Islands for its 

annual club trip from April 20-28, 2005. For 
seven wonderful days, attendees will experience 
world class diving in a perfect Caribbean setting. 
The club will again be lodged at the Prospect Reef 
Resort on the island of Tortola. This ocean front 
resort offers a full array of facilities and activities 
in addition to having a dive operation located di-
rectly on site.  
 
Tortola is a land of beautiful beaches, fine and au-
thentic island cuisine and of course, world class 
diving. The most popular dive site in the BVI’s is 
the wreck of the RMS Rhone which sank in a hur-
ricane in 1867. This dive is considered a classic 
amongst wreck dives. In addition to the Rhone, 
there are numerous dive sites throughout the area.  
 
Because of the variety of room types available at 
the Prospect Reef Resort, the price for the package 
will vary depending on individual preferences. As 
in the past, the package will include air but travel-
ers will have the option of making their own air ar-
rangements. The club package price will range 
from $1625 to $1705 for divers and from $1250 to 
$1330 for non divers. The price includes air, hotel 
room and 5 days of 2-tank dives. Additional terms 
and conditions are available in the enclosed flyer. 
This trip will be available to club members only. 
LABUE is also arranging a one-week sailing and 
diving adventure throughout the BVI’s following 
the official club trip. To participate in this ’add 
on,’ one is required to attend the first week’s club 
trip. Since there are very few spaces available for 
this sailing adventure, priorities will be  deter-
mined by the order in which initial deposits for the 
regular trip are submitted. More information on 
this second week will be available soon. We last 
visited the BVI’s in 1998. We are returning be-
cause everyone had such a good time. We expect 
to have an even better time in April.    
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(661) 946-1516      (310) 477-2389 
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Debora Ewing      Steve Scruggs  
(213) 229-5190      (310) 876-1260 
 
Dive Training &      Publicity & 
Safety       Internet 
George Linares      Donna Wilson  
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Phone:       (323) 292-8960 
Fax:      (310) 337-1542 
Email:      info@labue.org 
Web Site:     www.labue.org 

LABUE DIVE AND CAMP WEEKEND 
As the club continues to expand the activities it offers to members, LA-
BUE will host its first dive and camp weekend from October 15 –17. The 
Beach Dive Committee has planned this activity to be held October 15, 
16, 17 at  Refugio State Park & Beach (near Santa Barbara). This beauti-
ful beach is lined with palm trees and has excellent picnic grounds, in-
cluding restrooms and coin-operated shower facilities. Quinal Johnson, 
chairman of this event, has an itinerary planned for the entire weekend 
that will appeal to divers and non-divers alike. There is a $35.00 per 
person registration fee which will include dinner and a show on Friday 
evening and breakfast on Sunday morning (courtesy of  The Beach Dive 
Committee). In order to adequately plan the event and reserve the proper 
amount of campsites, LABUE is requesting that all interested individuals 
sign-up as soon as possible.    NOTE:  Buddies who want to dive but are 
‘non-campers’ are absolutely welcome but are encouraged to ‘try some-
thing a bit different’ for a change. Non–campers can look up accommoda-
tions in the Goleta Valley vicinity online and make separate arrange-
ments. However, anyone not actually camping in the park will be respon-
sible for a ‘day’ parking fee. We will depart the campsite that Sunday at 
noon. Flyers with details are available and will be distributed at the up-
coming club meeting. For additional information, please contact Bettye 
Linares at (661) 941-1516. 

NEXT MEETING 
The next club meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 14 at the Museum of Natural 
History in Exposition Park, 900 West Exposition Blvd, across from USC. James Wiley 
will be making the presentation on Lobster hunting. James has earned the nickname of 
Captain Hook because of his hunting skills.   

With the beginning of Lobster season at hand, this meeting is the perfect opportunity to 
learn how to succeed in capturing this very elusive and speedy creature. James will have 
a live lobster to aid in his demonstration. Among the subjects covered will be how to 
determine if the lobster is ’legal’ and the proper permits required. He will also discuss his 
techniques on how to approach and actually capture a lobster. This particular meeting is 
always very popular and a true learning experience. Plan now to attend. The meeting will 
begin at 7pm.   

Illegal Poaching 
Game Wardens recently patrolling the area off White Point in Southern California 
came across two divers poaching garibaldi. Stating the need to feed a family BBQ, 
the divers had 229 garibaldi and one lobster in their possession. The divers were 
cited and the fish confiscated. Garibaldi is the state marine fish of California and it is 
illegal to disturb, possess or remove any garibaldi from its natural habitat. Summer 
time is the nesting season for the garibaldi. With the large amount of garibaldi killed, 
most of the nests will be left unattended and open to predators. White Point may take 
a while to return to its normal level of garibaldi you may find in the area. LABUE 
divers are reminded to enjoy the garibaldi and other creatures encountered in the sea. 
However, please remember the responsibility everyone has to protect the environ-
ment and its inhabitants. Whether it is protected species of fish or fragile reefs, good 
divers learn to be aware of the harm they can cause to such a delicate environment 
and act accordingly. 

Calendar of Events 
SEPTEMBER 
14   7:00 PM – General Meeting 
11   Club Charter—Great Escape Boat Dive  
28   6:30 PM – Board Meeting  
30   Club Trip to Fiji 
 
OCTOBER 
12    7:00 PM – General Meeting  
15    Beach Dive—Refugio Santa Barbara Campout Dive 
26    6:30 PM – Board Meeting  
 
NOVEMBER 
06   Beach Dive—Shaw’s Cove 
09    7:00 PM – General Meeting 
23 6:30 PM – Board Meeting  
 
DECEMBER 
05     Beach Dive—Redondo 
14     7:00 PM – General Meeting and Holiday Celebration 
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More JOOK JOINT ….. 
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  Los Angeles Black 
  Underwater Explorers 
  10736 Jefferson Blvd., #428 
  Culver City, CA 90230 

Reminders: ** General Membership Meeting—9/14/04 
** Board Meeting—9/28/04 
** Fiji Club Trip—9/30/04 

Club Elections 
Every two years LABUE has its elections of Board 
members and Officers. James Wiley will again be chair-
man of the Nominating Committee.   
 
Nomination Forms have been distributed and will again 
be available at the September 14 General Membership 
Meeting. Anyone desiring to run for an office should 
submit the nomination form to James by September 30, 
2004.   
 
The applicants will be reviewed for eligibility (see By-
laws on line) and the qualifying candidates shall be an-
nounced at the October General Membership Meeting.   
 
The elections will take place at the November General 
Membership Meeting. Nominations will not be accepted 
from the floor. For further information, contact James at 
(310) 477-2389.   LABUE BOARD 2003-2004 

Festival at Sea 2005 
Enjoy a Southern Caribbean cruise with lots of oppor-
tunities to dive in St. Thomas, St. Kitts and Aruba; or 
join Friends of Festival at Sea in Tahiti. See the en-
closed flyer or visit www.beonthego.com/page2.html 

Fiji Pre-Meeting 
Don’t forget the pre-trip meeting for those 
going to Fiji on Tuesday, September 21st at 
7:00 p.m. at the home of Robert Simmons. 
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If you are a small business or individual and could use 
the help of a virtual assistant (bookkeeping, database, 
secretarial, paralegal, desktop publishing, websites or 
web hosting) please contact us at the above number or 
register at our web site for more information. 
 
Donna Wilson 
LABUE Member and Club Sponsor 

(310) 337-1541 
www.dawnenter.com  
5767 Uplander Way, #211 
Culver City, CA 90230 

 
 
 

RLS & ASSOCIATES 
 
 

ROBERT L. SIMMONS 
LABUE MEMBER 

 
 
 

FINANCIAL SERVICES 
 
 
 

4082 S. CLOVERDALE AVE 
LOS ANGELES 
323-292-8960 

• All Major Brands 
• Lots of Items in Stock 

• Knowledgeable Sales Staff 
• Satisfaction Guaranteed 

• Price Protection 
• Free Parking 
• Free Airfills 
• Free Advice 

8612 Wilshire Boulevard Store Hours: 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211 M-F 10am—7pm 
(310) 652-4990  Saturday 10am—5pm 
    Closed Sunday 

WHY SHOP 
AT REEF SEEKERS? 

Diving the Way it Would Be 
if YOU Owned the Store 

Also on the web at 
www.reefseekers.com 



LABUE NEWS            September 2004 

 

 
For the year 2004 

General Information 
 
 
Name:_____________________________________________________________  Birthdate:___________ 
 
Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:_______________________________________________  State:________________  Zip:____________________ 
 
Day Phone:___________________________________    Evening Phone:_______________________________ 
 
Fax:_________________________________________    E-Mail:______________________________________ 
 
Referred By: ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Emergency Contact Name:___________________________________________             Phone No._________________  
 
Certification Information: 
Year First Certified:______    No. of Dives _____   Date of Last Dive:_________  []Warm Water []CA Beach  [] CA Boat 
 
 Agency    Certification 
 ____________________    __________________________ 
 ____________________    __________________________ 
 ____________________    __________________________ 
 
Diving Preferences: [] Beach Dives [] Boat Dives  []  Warm Water Dives 
 
Amount:   $  30.00 [] New  [] Renewal  
  $  45.00 [] Family Membership   [] New  []Renewal 
  $ 300.00 [] Lifetime Individual $450 [] Lifetime Family 
***Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 
 
 WAIVER 
 
I ____________________________, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and 
agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the 
potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my 
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with 
my participation in LABUE activities.  I also agree to release, indemnify, defend and hold harmless LABUE and their members 
and officers, from any liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I further agree that this 
release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of California.  
I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents.  I sign this release of my own free will with full 
knowledge of its significance.  
 
 
Signature: ________________________________  Date: ______________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


