P HO TO O F T H E M ON T H

Remembering our friend and dive buddy, Tyrie Bivings

JOIN US AT THE INKWELL
th

Join us on Tuesday, September 8 for our General Membership meeting at the Natural
History Museum. Enjoy another entertaining and informative program as we get ready for
International Coastal Cleanup Day at The Inkwell in Santa Monica on September 19th.
Catch up with old friends and meet new members. Enjoy our delicious meeting refreshments and friendly member fellowship. Mark your calendar for Dive-Camp Weekend October 2-4th and our upcoming Warm Water Dive/Royal Caribbean Cruise October 17-24th.
Join our LABUE Meetup Group dive community at www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/ to
always be up-to-date on LABUE activities.

VOLUME 20, ISSUE 9
SEPTEMBER 2015

Inside this issue:
Remembering Tyrie

2

President’s Message

2

Dive/ Camp Weekend

4

Be The Match

4

Discover Scuba

5

Coastal Clean-up Day

5

Scholarship Information

6

Discover Scuba

7

Map & Directions to
NEW Meeting Location

9

Membership Application

10

Dedicated to Expanding the Knowledge and Enjoyment of Scuba Diving among African Americans

Page 2

LABUE NEWS

REMEMBERING TYRIE BIVINGS

V O LU M E 2 0 , I S S U E 9

BY: RICHARD RICE

LABUE has lost one of its long time
members, Tyrie Bivings. Tyrie died at
home in Wasco, Washington on July
23rd, at the age of 58. Since for many
years he lived out of the country or
out of California on work assignments, many LABUE members did
not have the pleasure of knowing
Tyrie. He was known by all as a
caring, disciplined, unselfish and
well respected individual. He was
just a real nice person. He attended many LABUE events over
the years including LABUE Warm
Water Dive Vacations to Belize in
2001 and Fiji 2004, as well as
past LABUE Holiday Galas and
recent Holiday Dinners. He regularly hooked up with fellow LABUE
members at NABS Summits.
Tyrie joined LABUE over 15 years
ago. He joined the National Association of Black Scuba Divers in

1997, and was a Lifetime Member.
He served as NABS Membership
Chairman for the last 6 years and
contributed articles to the LABUE
News on behalf of NABS. Tyrie was

also a member of the Seattle-Tacoma
Area Rainbow Scuba Divers.
Tyrie was born in Fresno, California.
He received a Bachelor of Architecture
from Howard University, and worked
as an Architect for most of his
life. Memorial services celebrating
his life were held in his home town
of Fresno, California, and in Washington where he lived. Tyrie is survived by his loving family including
his daughter Garrison, and countless
friends whose lives he touched.
Tyrie’s childhood friends have established a scholarship fund in his honor to be awarded to seniors at his
high school alma mater, Edison High
School class of 1975, for academic
achievement, athletic excellence,
and character. Those interested in
contributing can go to:
https://
life.indiegogo.com/fundraisers/tyriebivings-homegoing.

to our growth and future success.
With an aging membership and the
challenge of attracting younger
members, our future is in jeopardy.
There is a profound change going on
in the diving community in So Cal
and across the country. Nationally
recognized SCUBA training programs
such as LA County’s Advanced Diver
Program (ADP) and Underwater Instructor Certification Course (UICC)
are struggling to attract students.
Fewer students are enrolling in SCUBA training programs. Dive instructors long affiliated with clubs such as
LABUE are retiring from teaching
SCUBA. You may also be aware that
the Greater Los Angeles Council of
Divers (GLACD), of which LABUE was
once a member, disbanded several
years ago, a reflection of this trend.
I believe that SCUBA diving’s decline is due primarily to the aging of
largest age demographic in US history. The baby boomers of my generation have fueled the growth of SCUBA diving, as well as other active

recreational sports such as tennis and
skiing, since the 1960’s. Enrollment in
SCUBA training programs peaked in
1972 and has been on the decline
since according to Dave Bunch, an
active instructor for over 50 years and
currently director of LA County’s ADP.
I got certified in 1970 at age 23.
Since baby boomers are now in their
50’s, 60’s, and 70’s and are far less
able to participate in more physically
challenging recreational activities, participation in sports such as SCUBA
diving have been in decline for years.
Even many of those in Generation X
are now in their 40’s and are less likely
to learn new and challenging sports.
These factors have had a significant
impact on the recruiting efforts of LABUE and other NABS clubs across the
country. The future of SCUBA diving
now depends on our success in attracting Millennials (those 18 to 34
years in age) to SCUBA diving and
turning leadership of our clubs over to
them. To be successful in this object-

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
B Y : R I C H AR D R I C E

You are invited to join the conversation on the future of SCUBA
Diving in Our Communities. 2015

LABUE membership is at a level that
we have not seen in many years. Our
Warm Water Dive-Cruise Vacation
next month will be one of the largest
on our club’s history. We have consistently offered a full schedule of
monthly activities and dives for our
members.
Despite these achievements, LABUE faces critical challenges

Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

tive, we must recognize that Millennials communicate and are motivated
differently than we may be used to
or comfortable with. Recent studies
have determined that 65% of Millennial are still living at home. Many
have entered into adulthood with
significant student loan obligations
and an economy that has resulted in
a scarcity of jobs. And, we all know
that texting, Twitter, and Instagram
are their preferred means of communication at time when those of my
generation are still struggling with
email and Facebook.
So where does all of this leave LABUE in the future and what is LABUE
doing to address this issue? LABUE’s
Board of Directors has been taking a
number of proactive steps necessary
to attract and make it easier for the
next generation of divers to become
involved in SCUBA diving. This includes reducing the costs associated
with dive training and equipment. Some of the main steps we
are taking include:
 Outreach with social media that
Millennials use such as Facebook
and Meetup and expand to include Twitter and Instagram
 Expanding LABUE’s Board of Directors and encouraging active
participation of Millennials in leadership roles within LABUE
 Providing Discover SCUBA at minimal or no cost
 LABUE SCUBA Scholarship Program providing OW1 Certification
at no cost
 LABUE Lending Library providing
access to dive training materials
and travel guides to members at
no cost
 Organizing regularly scheduled
beach dives providing an inexpensive option to more costly boat
dives and warm water dive trips
 Supporting the development of
Dive Equipment Rental Programs
to provide a way for new divers to
rent used equipment for $100 $150 per year

 Planning social events and activities that appeal to Millennials
Expanding this conversation beyond
LABUE to other NABS dive clubs to
share information and develop effective strategies necessary to attract
and get Millennials involved in SCUBA diving

What part can you do to help
LABUE address the challenges
discussed above and succeed
beyond 2015? In addition to shar-

ing the sport of SCUBA diving with
others, we need help on all of our
standing committees and your participation is the best way for you to
have a direct impact on the current
and future direction and success of
the club. A list of the LABUE Committees and Chairperson contact information is included in each LABUE
News issue.
In addition, LABUE
News Editor Debora Ewing is always
looking for interesting stories and
informative articles for publication in
the LABUE News. You are invited to
share your stories, knowledge, and
experiences
with
us
at
labue@sbcglobal.net. We encourage
you to support your dedicated LABUE Officers and Board of Directors
with your active participation in LABUE. If you are interested in lending
your labor, experience, or organizational skills to LABUE on any of our
committees, your participation would
be more than welcomed. If you
would like to recommend an activity
or event that would benefit the community, our members, or help fulfill
our 2015 mission, please share your
ideas it with me or one of the Board
members. We value your recommendations. Give me a call or send
me an email (labue@sbcglobal.net)
to share your ideas and thoughts on
how to make LABUE a better dive
club and to let me know how you
can help us in these efforts.

LABUE SCUBA Scholarships
Available for 2015
In support of our club mission to

Expand the Knowledge and Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our com-

munity, LABUE will again be offering
Open Water I SCUBA Certification
scholarships during 2015. LABUE’s
SCUBA Scholarship Program was
introduced in 2014 and awards the
Charles Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship which pay the
costs for Open Water I SCUBA certification for those who are selected.
Contact labue@sbcglobal.net if you
know someone who may be interested in applying.

HAVE YOU CHECKED
OUT LABUE ON
FACEBOOK LATELY?
Check us out at
www.facebook.ccom/LABUEDIVERS
and you might be surprised. LABUE
Facebook Administrator Stacy Wade
and LABUE members have been busy
posting making LABUE’s Facebook
page an exciting source of amazing
dive related videos, beautiful photos,
dive destination reviews, informative
articles, dive equipment evaluations,
and helpful SCUBA diving tips. Check
it out, you won’t be disappointed.

DIVER NEWS
NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS:

Fredrick Pugh
Vincent Flournoy
Joaquin Rodriguez
Alfred Gray
Paula Weatherby
~~~

Know of any member
Certification announcements?
Please notify Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com
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BY: RANDY TILLERY

LABUE is hosting its annual Dive/
Camp Weekend October 2-4, 2015, at
Leo Carrillo State Beach in North Malibu. Sign up now to reserve your
campsite. We are again expecting an
enthusiastic crowd of members and
friends for a fun event. Last year,
nearly 40 weekend campers and Saturday “potluckers” attended. Whether
you are planning to camp or join us
for the Saturday evening potluck dinner, you are welcome to bring your
dish and join us.
The cost of LABUE’s Dive/Camp
Weekend is only $15 per adult camper
per night. Youth under the age of 18
camp for free; so take your kids camping before the end of the year. Ample
parking is available at $12.00 per day.
Each campsite can accommodate only
2 vehicles so if you want a spot, plan
to arrive early. Additional vehicles will
be able to park in the nearby
campground general parking area. If
you plan on bringing a Recreational
Vehicle (RV) or Travel Trailer, please
let us know when you reserve your
campsite. LABUE is also offering tents
for rent to those interested. Most
campers are planning to be there from
Friday afternoon to checkout time at
noon on Sunday.
Leo Carrillo State Park is a beautiful
camping location with tree shaded
campsites and is within walking distance to the beach. Bring your dive
gear, running shoes, bring your hiking
boots, bring your bikes, and beach
chairs……heck bring it all! In addition
to a Saturday beach dive, there are
many things to keep you busy and
entertained. Our Saturday afternoon/
evening potluck is a highlight for many
who participate. Cook up your favorite
food and bring it with you or cook it
up at any one of our three reserved
campsites. We are even incorporating
some dive movies and videos to enhance our camping experience. Yeah,
we’re really roughing it!
For those interested in diving, we
will complete our dive briefing Satur-

Continued on page 5

SAVE THE DATE TO HELP
LABUE SAVE LIVES!
Be The Match Walk+Run
November 14, 2015.
LABUE members and friends are invited to join Team LABUE for the Be
the Match Walk+Run to be held at
Marina Green in Long Beach on Saturday, November 14th.
This fun
event features a 5k walk or run; as
well as a 1k tot trot for children. As a
team, we're helping Be The Match®
raise critical funds to help match volunteer marrow donors with patients
who have blood cancers, like leukemia, lymphoma, and sickle cell disease. And YOU can help by joining
our team or supporting our fundraising efforts with a contribution! This
is the fifth year that LABUE has participated in this worthwhile event in
honor of one of our long time club
members, Charles Heath, who died in
2010 from leukemia.
To register for the event, go to the
Be The Match website, bethematchwalkrun.org and select the “location”
tab under register. Then select “Long
Beach, November 14, 2015”. Go to
“Get started” and then “I want to join

a team” and look for LABUE. Come
out, have fun, and help LABUE support Be the Match. Whether you become a team member or support us
with a contribution, we thank you for
being someone's cure. For more information on this event contact Denise Barker, cedniseb@earthlink.net.

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone
who desires to join you will be
aware.
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DIVE/CAMP WEEKEND
Continued from page 4

day morning and plan to be in the water by 10am. We will have access to a
number of excellent dive sites depending on weather and dive conditions.
Remember to sign up early so that
we can get a head count of the divers
and camping participants. For additional information and to sign up, contact Randy Tillery at rtillry@gmail.com.
You can send your payments to LABUE, PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, California 90009.

LABUE DIVE/CAMP WEEKEND CAMPING EQUIPMENT
AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Does Randy Tillery’s article in this
month’s edition get you excited about
escaping the hot and smoggy LA Basin
and joining us in Malibu for the LABUE
Dive/Camp Weekend scheduled for
October 2-4, 2015? Do you want to
join us, but don’t own camping equipment? LABUE can hook you up!
LABUE has a limited number of tents
and camp chairs available for you to
rent for this exciting weekend. We will
provide you with an easy to set up 2person tent and 2 camp chairs at a
cost of just $15.00 for the weekend.
So just bring your dive equipment and
sleeping bag for another great LABUE
diving and camping event. You can
reserve your tent and chairs early by
contacting Richard Rice at labue@sbcglobal.net.

DISCOVER SCUBA
Scheduled for October 3rd
Discover Scuba is scheduled for Saturday, October 3rd, 2015, 9:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m. at the Pacific Wilderness
dive shop located in San Pedro. Get
the word out to your friends, relatives,
and co-workers that the public is invited to participate in LABUE’s Discover
SCUBA Program, which is designed to
introduce adults and young people to
the exciting sport of scuba diving.
Participants will learn about SCUBA
during a brief classroom session followed by an opportunity try out SCUBA equipment on an optional shallow
dive in a swimming pool under the
close supervision of a dive instructor.
They will experience what it is like to
breathe underwater, providing a preview of the underwater world available
only through SCUBA diving. Certified
divers will be available to answer
questions
and
provide
support
throughout the entire Discover SCUBA
Program. Participants must be able to
swim and must be 10 years of age or
older. All equipment will be provided;
participants only need to bring their
swimsuits and towel. Cost
is $20 per person. For additional details and registration information, email
LABUE
at
labue@sbcglobal.net or call
George Linares at 661 729
-6626. Enrollment is limited.

Join LABUE Heal the Bay's
“Coastal Cleanup Day” on
September 19th

LABUE members and friends are encouraged to join us on September
19th for Heal the Bay's “Coastal
Cleanup Day”. “International Coastal
Cleanup Day” is an annual event
which helps reduce the amount of
trash that ends up in oceans around
the world. Not only does our club
help in the cleanup, but we have also
found that this event is a wonderful
opportunity to promote LABUE. Our
SCUBA equipment and picture display
table will be located within fifteen
feet of the plaque that commemorates this historic oceanfront site
known as the “Inkwell”, located at
Bay Street. Parking is available at Lot
4 South (the entrance is off of Bicknell). The “Inkwell” was a gathering
place for African Americans long after
racial restriction attempts at public
beaches were abandoned. For more
information on “Coastal Cleanup
Day” visit the Heal the Bay website
at http://www.healthebay.org/
ccd2015.

LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS
SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

PURPOSE: In agreement with and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the Knowledge and Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Discover Scuba Program and Open
Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships (Charles
Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship) are named for two
long time club members who exemplified consistent dedication and support of LABUE, and love of
the sport of SCUBA Diving.
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:
Discover Scuba - Up to ten (10) LABUE Discover Scuba Program Scholarships may be awarded each year in

the form of refund of the paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and completion of a scheduled LABUE Discover Scuba class.

Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (2) Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships may be
awarded each year in the form of reimbursement of costs, up to $400, for successful completion of a recognized Open Water I SCUBA certification course offered by any qualified dive shop or SCUBA instructor. The
scholarships also include a one year LABUE membership.

AWARD ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible for the Discover Scuba Program scholarships include selected members of the general public as determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. This may include individuals as well as members of organizations including schools, scouting programs, sports
clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations, etc. Those eligible to
apply for the Open Water I Certification scholarships include paid LABUE Members who are not
SCUBA certified; and family members of paid LABUE Members (including spouses, children, parents,
siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of the general public who have
completed any recent or past LABUE Discover Scuba Program are also eligible.
AWARD REQUIREMENTS: Requirements for award of the Discover Scuba Program Scholarships will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. Applicants for the Open Water I Certification Scholarships must have completed their Open Water I certification during the same calendar year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate their efforts to support
LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced by any of the following:
Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities
Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee
Contribution of photos, articles, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News newsletter, LABUE
website, LABUE Facebook page, LABUE Blog, or other media.
Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or other related marine
topics including biology, marine ecology, marine technology; or historical topics related to diving such
as WWII wreck dive sites or the search for sunken slave ships.

Applications for the Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships shall be submitted by November
1st of each year.
SELECTION: Award of Discover Scuba Program scholarships will be determined by the LABUE
Board of Directors in advance of each scheduled Discover Scuba Program date. Review of Award
Eligibility, compliance with Award Requirements for each Open Water I SCUBA Certification
scholarship applicant, and award selection will be made by the LABUE Board of Directors before the
date of the December LABUE General Membership Meeting each year.

Scuba diving is something to be shared and the

Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers
would like to introduce you to …

This DISCOVER SCUBA Program is designed to briefly introduce individuals to a new
world and to help prepare non-divers for a dive training certification program (this is
not a certification program). Certified divers will be available to answer questions
and provide support throughout the entire Program. Featured components are:


 Introduction to the world of S C U B A and equipment review
(optional) Pool session with certified divers (bring swimsuit, drying towel)
 (optional) dive shop tour

WHEN: Saturday, October 3, 2015 @ 9:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M.
WHERE: PACIFIC WILDERNESS 1719 So Pacific Ave.; San Pedro 90731
COST: $20.00 per person (NO SIT-INS-Guardians Excepted)
To sign-up call George Linares at 661 729 6626
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NEWSLETTER ADS
LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
 $20 for a half page ad (per month);
 $30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2015

September 8, 2015 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
September 19, 2015 -- Coastal Clean-up Day
September 22, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting
October 2-4, 2015 -- LABUE Dive - Camp Weekend
October 3, 2015 -- Discover Scuba, Pacific Wilderness Dive Shop - 9:00 AM
October 17-24, 2015 -- LABUE Caribbean Cruise
October 26, 2015 -- Photo Contest Opens for Entry Submission
November 1, 2015 -- LABUE Dive Scholarship Deadline
November 7-14, 2015 -- NABS 25th Anniversary Dive Summit, Maui
November 14, 2015 -- Be The Match Walk+Run
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Keenon Adamson

Treasurer
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Dive Events & Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.

NEW MEETING LOCATION!
Due to construction in the museum, we
will be meeting in the Education Classroom on the 2nd floor. See the attached
map for directions from the parking lot.
- Members should park at the bottom of
the ramp leading to our below ground level of the car park.
- There is a green wall at the bottom of
the ramp. On the right side of the wall is
a door. Go through the door. The outside
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.
- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the
glass entrance pavilion on the ground level, and turn right at the far edge of the
pavilion. There is a ground level door going into the museum. Go in.
- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.
Take either one to the 2nd floor.
- Turn right after you get out of the elevator.
- Turn right at the T-intersection. The
Dino lab is on the left.
- Go through the double doors into the
Education department and walk straight
ahead.
- The door to the Education Classroom will
be on your left.

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year 2015
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Day Phone:
Evening Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
E-Mail:
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:

Birthdate:
Zip:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________
Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐

Beach ☐

Boat ☐

Certification Agency:
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives

☐ Boat Dives

☐ Warm Water Dives

Membership Category:
Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$45.00 ☐ for Family Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual

$450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as
is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I have carefully read this release and fully
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its
significance.
Signature:

Date:

