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Inside this issue:

FALL DIVE SEASON IS HERE!
We invite you to join us on Tuesday, October 11th for our General Membership meeting
at the Natural History Museum for another informative meeting. Get the latest updates on
beach dives, boat dives, Be the Match 5K Walk/Run event next month, and recap of our
Dive-Camp Weekend and Coastal Cleanup events. Catch up with old friends and meet
new members. Enjoy our delicious meeting refreshments, door prizes, and friendly member fellowship. Don’t forget to join our Meetup Group dive community at
www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/, providing an easy way to keep up to date on all of our
2016 dive events and activities.
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COME JOIN US: BE THE MATCH WALK/RUN NOVEMBER 19th

LABUE members, family and friends
are invited to join us on the LABUE
team for the 2016 Be The Match Walk
and Run fundraising event supporting
Be the Match bone marrow registry
helping patients with life-threatening
blood cancers like leukemia, lymphoma, and sickle cell. They also provide
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financial grants to patients with uninsured treatment costs and support
continued marrow transplant research.
This is the sixth year that LABUE has
participated in this worthwhile event.
LABUE became involved after losing
one of our long time club members,
Charles Heath, in 2010 due to
leukemia.
This year’s event will
take place on Saturday,
November 19, 2016, at
the Shoreline Aquatic
Park in Long Beach. The
event consists of a 5k, a
1k, and a short distance
Tot Trot. To register for
the event, go to the Be
The
Match
website,
bethematchwalkrun.org
and select the “location”
tab under register. Then
select “Long Beach, November 19, 2016”. Go to

“Get started” and then “I want to join
a team” and look for LABUE. As part
of the event, LABUE will be raising
money and encouraging donors supporting the Be The Match bone marrow registry uniting communities nationwide to help patients with these
diseases. Come out, have fun, and
help LABUE support Be the Match.

can-American families remain profoundly suspicious of and even frightened by swimming as an activity.
One of the tragic consequences of
this disconnect is that AfricanAmericans drown at a significantly
higher rate than Whites. In the United States, a substantial majority of
African-American young people and
adults cannot swim or are weak
swimmers. The stakes could not be
higher, since not being able to swim
can be a matter
of life and death.
Yet in the United
States, it is estimated that about
70 percent of
African-American
children and adolescents cannot
swim an entire length of a pool by
themselves and about 15 percent of
these non-proficient swimmers cannot swim at all. By contrast, only
about 6 percent of white children and
teenagers cannot swim. The conse-

quences are devastating. AfricanAmerican children and teenagers are
almost six times as likely as white children to drown in a swimming pool.
These facts present an obstacle and
are currently a topic of discussion
among NABS (National Association of
Black Scuba Divers) Presidents, as we
attempt to build our clubs by getting
younger people involved in scuba diving. Some NABS clubs are shifting
their primary focus from trying to get
young people certified to scuba dive,
to trying to ensure
that they are safe
swimmers. A major
challenge in accomplishing this is to
overcome the anxiety that has caused
African Americans to avoid water recreational sports, and a reluctance to
enroll their children in learn-to-swim
programs. While it is true that most
African-Americans do not connect with

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
B Y : R I C H AR D R I C E

I was proud and inspired by our
2016 US Olympic athletes; and in particular, our history making AfricanAmerican swimmers including Simone
Manuel, Lisa Neal, and water polo
goalie Ashleigh Johnson. The past African-American experience of exclusion
from the opportunity to swim in swimming pools and beaches was commonplace throughout America, leading to a
cultural disconnect between the Black
community and swimming. Many Afri-

Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

swimming, African-Americans have
an amazingly rich swimming history
that dates back to pre-slavery days in
Africa. The impact of swimming on
the Civil Rights Movement leading to
the demise of the Jim Crow laws of
the south was enormous. Before the
slave trade began, Africans living in
coastal communities were observed
by early European explorers to be
excellent swimmers. But as the slave
traders invaded Africa, swimming
became a dangerous pastime as Africans abandoned the coastlines in an
attempt to avoid capture and enslavement.
Director Ted Woods’ documentary
film White Wash explores this history. White Wash addresses the complexity of race in America through
the eyes of the ocean via the history
of African-Americans and water culture from slavery, civil rights wadeins, to surfing in contemporary times
at Southern California beach locations. LABUE was proud to sponsor
a showing of this excellent film in
2012 at the California African American Museum at Exposition Park along
with Heal the Bay, The Los Angeles
County Lifeguards, the Black Surfers
Collective, the Black Surfing Association. The White Wash DVD is currently available for viewing at no
charge to LABUE members from the
LABUE Lending Library.
If you are interested in lending
your labor, experience, or organizational skills to LABUE on any of our
committees, your participation would
be more than welcomed. If you
would like to recommend an activity
or event that would benefit the community, our members, or help fulfill
our 2016 mission, please share your
ideas it with me or one of the Board
members. We value your recommendations. Give me a call or send
me an email (labue@sbcglobal.net)
to share your ideas and thoughts on
how to make LABUE a better dive
club and to let me know how you can
help us in these efforts.
~~~

Underwater
Photos/Videos
With Your iPhone 6 Plus/6s
Plus – Xmas Stocking Stuffer
Turn your iPhone into an incredible
underwater camera, ready to capture
your awe-inspiring adventures! Trusted by the world's best photographers
and cinematographers, iSnap's developers have a rich, 40-year legacy in
water imaging and underwater housings. This exceptionally rugged, professional camera housing (not just a
case) is built for the extreme abuses
of water sports - easily withstands
rocks, reefs, salt, sand and extreme
pressure down to 195 feet! Injection
molded polycarbonate clamshell case
features gland seal technology and
locking cam latch to ensure your
phone stays bone dry yet easily accessible. Conductive touchscreen buttons
on crystal clear back facilitates phone
interface while preserving smartphone
functionality. Ergonomic grip keeps it
securely in your hand - toggled wrist
strap cinches for extra protection.
Rubberized suspension grips "float"
your iPhone inside the housing for
maximum protection, and integrated
universal tripod metal base facilitates
various mounting options. Machined
6061 aluminum lenses feature optical
quality glass (flat and wide angle) quickly switch (on land) with a few
twists of the diamond knurled lens
bezel. Free custom app optimizes both
photo and video functions (rapid fire,
GPS overlays) and makes sharing a
breeze! Tested in some of the most
challenging ocean, lake and river conditions in California and Hawaii, iSnap
lets you take stunning water shots like
a pro! Kit includes 2 removable large
lenses; flat and wide angle (increases
field of view to 110 degrees). Mounting base features 3 standard ¼-20
threaded
tripod
holes.
Housing
measures 8.5"L x 4.5"W x 2.0"D;
weighs 1.25 lbs.
Regular Price is $219.95…BUT
WAIT! THERE IS A 25% LABUE
DISCOUNT!

LABUE News readers get 25% off
from 8/23/16 to 12/31/16. Simply
use promo code LABUE at checkout.
Google their websites for more detailed information.
iPhone 6/6S model:
http://www.herringtoncatalog.com/
products/isnap-underwater-pro-kitiphone-6-6s
iPhone 6/6S Plus model:
http://www.herringtoncatalog.com/
products/isnap-underwater-pro-kitiphone-6-6s-plus

DIVER NEWS
New and Renewing Members:
Christine Jackson
Jerry Elie
Jim Albritton
~~~
Know of any member
Certification announcements?
Please notify Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com
~~~

LABUE NEWS

Page 4

LABUE LENDING LIBRARY: DIVE VIDEOS & TRAVEL GUIDES
LABUE members are invited to take advantage of our LABUE Lending Library
including DVDs and dive destination travel guides. Planning a dive vacation?
Why spend money on an expensive dive travel video or travel guide when
you can borrow one from the LABUE Lending Library?
Our DVD Lending Library that includes a variety of educational and
informative topics including:
 Underwater Navigation (PADI)
 Wreck Diving (PADI)
 Night Diving (PADI)
 Dry Suit Diving (PADI)
 Choosing and Using Dive Computers (Hammerhead Video)
 Truk Lagoon (Dive Travel Video)
 Palau (Sam’s Tour)
 Lost Ships of Rome (Secrets of the Dead)
 Slave Ship Mutiny (PBS)
 The Guerrero Project
 Diving Cozumel Mexico (Divescape Productions)
 Dive Bonaire (Nutaaq Media)
 White Wash (Trespass Productions)
Dive & Travel Guides available in the LABUE Lending Library include:
 Complete Guide to Diving & Snorkeling Aruba, Bonaire,& Curacao
 Diving & Snorkeling Baja California
 Diving & Snorkeling Fiji
 Underwater Indonesia
 Diving & Snorkeling Cozumel
 Hawaii Below
 Diving & Snorkeling Guide to Curacao
 Diving & Snorkeling Belize
 Diving & Snorkeling Cayman Islands
 Diving the British Virgin Islands
 Diving Guide to the Balearic Islands, Spain
 Diving & Snorkeling Honduras’ Bay Islands
 Fiji: Welcome to Our Islands
 Lost Below (David Finnern)
 Passage Through Deep Waters (David Finnern)
LABUE members are invited to and encouraged to submit a list of those dive
DVDs and Travel Guides you may own and wouldn’t mind sharing with your
fellow members. We will include them on our list of available materials. If
you are interested in borrowing any of the materials in
LABUE’s Lending Library or sharing dive DVDs or
related educational materials that you may
own with other LABUE members,
contact us at
labue@sbcglobal.net.
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Discover Scuba II
CHECK
OUT
THE
Discover
Scuba II took
place
at Pacific
Wilderness
on Saturday,
July 30. We
LABUE
STORE
had the pleasure to meet Phillip
George who happens to already be a
certified diver. This event turned into
a “let’s get wet” in the pool session.
George Linares, DonCosta Seawell, Al
Gray and Debora Ewing were also in
attendance. The next Discover Scuba
polo shirts
will Our
takehats
placeand
sometime
nextare
year.
beautifully
embroidered!
Please tell your friends and family
about this event once the date is announced.

Above long and short sleeve
t-shirts have the same
front/back design layout!
~~~
Look great on the boat or
beach with official LABUE
apparel including T-shirts,
Polo Shirts, and Baseball
Caps.
T-shirts and Baseball Caps
are in stock and are available in most sizes at $20
each. Check out the LABUE
Store at www.labue.org to
place your order, or you may
purchase
items
at
the
monthly membership meeting.

LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS
SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
PURPOSE: I n agreem ent w ith and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the Knowledge
and Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Discover Scuba Program and
Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships
(Charles Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship) are
named for two long time club members who exemplified consistent dedication and support of
LABUE, and love of the sport of SCUBA Diving.
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:

Discover Scuba - Up to ten (10) LABUE Discover Scuba Program Scholarships may be awarded
each year in the form of refund of the paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and completion of a scheduled LABUE Discover Scuba class.

Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (2) Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships may be awarded each year in the form of reimbursement of costs, up to $400, for successful completion of a recognized Open Water I SCUBA certification course offered by any qualified dive shop or SCUBA instructor. The scholarships also include a one year LABUE membership.

AWARD ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible for the Discover Scuba Program scholarships include selected members of the general public as determined by the LABUE Board of Directors.
This may include individuals as well as members of organizations including schools, scouting programs, sports clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations, etc..
Those eligible to apply for the Open Water I Certification scholarships include paid LABUE Members who are not SCUBA certified; and family members of paid LABUE Members (including
spouses, children, parents, siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of
the general public who have completed any recent or past LABUE Discover Scuba Program are
also eligible.
AWARD REQUIREMENTS: R equirem ents for aw ard of the Discover Scuba Program
Scholarships will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. Applicants for the Open Water
I Certification Scholarships m ust have com pleted their Open W ater I certification
during the same calendar year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate
their efforts to support LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced
by any of the following:





Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities
Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee
Contribution of photos, articles, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News newsletter, LABUE website, LABUE Facebook page, LABUE Blog, or other media.
Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or other
related marine topics including biology, marine ecology, marine technology; or historical topics related to diving such as WWII wreck dive sites or the search for sunken slave ships.

Applications for the Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships shall be submitted by November 1st of each year.
SELECTION: Aw ard of Discover Scuba Program scholarships w ill be determ ined by
the LABUE Board of Directors in advance of each scheduled Discover Scuba Program date. Review of Award Eligibility, compliance with Award Requirements for each Open Water I SCUBA
Certification scholarship applicant, and aw ard selection w ill be m ade by the LABUE
Board of Directors before the date of the December LABUE General Membership Meeting each
year.
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NEWSLETTER ADS
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LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
 $20 for a half page ad (per month);
 $30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2016
October 11, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
October 7-8, 2016 -- LABUE Dive-Camp Weekend
October 25, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting
November 8, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
November 13-20, 2016 -- Saba Dive Trip
November 19, 2016 -- Be The Match Run and Walk - Long Beach
November 22, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Keenon Adamson

Treasurer
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944
Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Daphne King
(323) 819-8456
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877
Dive Events & Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
2nd floor Education Classroom at the Natural History Museum in Los Angeles.

NEW MEETING LOCATION!
Due to construction in the museum, we
will be meeting in the Education Classroom on the 2nd floor. See the attached
map for directions from the parking lot.
- Members should park at the bottom of
the ramp leading to our below ground level of the car park.
- There is a green wall at the bottom of
the ramp. On the right side of the wall is
a door. Go through the door. The outside
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.
- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the
glass entrance pavilion on the ground level, and turn right at the far edge of the
pavilion. There is a ground level door going into the museum. Go in.
- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.
Take either one to the 2nd floor.
- Turn right after you get out of the elevator.
- Turn right at the T-intersection. The
Dino lab is on the left.
- Go through the double doors into the
Education department and walk straight
ahead.
- The door to the Education Classroom will
be on your left.

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year 2016

General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Day Phone:
Evening Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
E-Mail:
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:

Birthdate:
Zip:

Certification Information:

Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________
Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐

Beach ☐

Boat ☐

Certification Agency:
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives

☐ Boat Dives

☐ Warm Water Dives

Membership Category:
Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$45.00 ☐ for Family Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual

$450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as
is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I have carefully read this release and fully
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its
significance.
Signature:

Date:

