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PHOTO WINNERS AND MEMBER RECRUITMENT
Join us at our General Membership Meeting on Tuesday, October 9th. We will be announcing the winners of our 4th Annual LABUE Photo Contest and will be awarding contest prizes. Members and guests are also invited to bring their favorite photos to share and participate in a special prize raffle. As part of our member recruitment outreach, we will be
welcoming Patrice Theard of the University of Southern California Black Alumni Association. Learn about their mission as advocates of the educational community and their student mentoring program. Let us know if you would like to introduce your alumni association, sorority, fraternity, trade or professional association to LABUE at a future meeting.
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CENOTES REVISITED
BY STEPHEN SCRUGGS

It's been over ten years since my
LABUE club trip to Cozumel and the
cenotes of Cancun so I welcomed the
invitation from my friends, Richard
Rice, Don Costa Seawell and
Sheryl Corke, to join them
recently for a few days of relaxation and diving in Cancun.
The quality of the diving we
were able to cram into those
two days was incredible and
that quality was as a direct
result of our previous visits.
When commercial dive operators encounter tourists
who want to dive there is no
verification of skill level. Seldom is there any incentive to
offset the risk for the operator
to provide a challenging dive.
In our case, DonCosta had
previously dealt with this dive
operator and was able to confirm our
skill level so the boat took us straight
to the infamous Devil's Throat dive
site where we circled around through

the challenging coral formation three
times! The following wreck dive provided a huge structure with so many
openings we could comfortably ex-

plore inside the wreck as much as
outside making our first day of diving
a mere glimpse of what the next day
would bring.

A cenote is a deep water-filled
sinkhole in limestone that is created
when the roof of an underground
cavern collapses. There are over
2,000 cenotes in the Yucatan
Peninsula and no matter how
many you dive; each one is
more breathtaking than the
next. And as is usually the
case, part of the adventure is
just getting there. Our Patagonian guide, Nicolas Casella,
had no problem taking three
experienced cenote divers to
remote jungle locations reserved for his special clients.
We dove two sites, each requiring hour long rides at five
miles per hour where roads
use to be, but were no more.
The dives were not only incredible they were at times,
for me, terrifying.
The difference between cavern
diving and cave diving is the exisContinued on page 3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
B Y R I CH A R D R I C E

On August 28th, we said a tearful goodbye at the funeral of our
friend and long time LABUE member Artie Williams III. As most
LABUE members are aware, Artie died

suddenly on August 18th while on a
dive trip to Catalina Island, just one
day before his 60th birthday. Services were hosted at Grace Baptist
Church in Santa Clarita on behalf of
Artie’s church, the Valencia Christian
Center.
There were over 500
friends, colleagues, and family members in attendance.
Artie had a passion for SCUBA diving for over 20 years. He was a
Charter Member and founding officer
of National Association of Black SCUBA Divers (NABS), serving from 1991
-1995. Artie was also honored by
NABS for his Cinematography of
Sharks in the Pacific Ocean. Artie
was one of the first members to join
the revamped LABUE in 1997 and
was a Charter Member of its predecessor, the Sub-Pacific dive club. As
a dedicated and active LABUE member, he served for several years leading our Boat Dive Committee and as
a recent member of the Trip Planning

Committee. He regularly joined us on
local boat dive trips, as well as many
LABUE warm water dive vacations
over the last 15 years. In his work life
Artie was a TV news professional, beginning his career in his hometown of
Richmond, Virginia, prior to moving to
Los Angeles. For the last 30 years, he
was a news cameraman here at KABCTV, Channel 7 covering countless major news stories and sporting events of
the last three decades including Super
Bowls, the 1992 LA Riots, the OJ
Simpson trial, Michael Jackson memorial, and entertainment awards shows.
He covered every major sport and he
loved the LA Lakers. Artie was even
the proud recipient of an Emmy Award
for “Outstanding Individual Achievement” while covering the 1984 Summer Olympics in LA.
It’s unfortunate that sometimes only
after we lose someone close to us that
we fully appreciate what they meant
Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

to us and the impact they had on
others. As I watched the TV tributes to Artie’s career and life, and
watched as professional newscasters
wept on-air in their grief; I began to
understand how much Artie was
respected and loved by those he
touched. Many of his TV colleagues
credited Artie with helping them get
their start or helping them build successful careers. As I heard Artie’s
TV news colleagues, friends, dive
buddies, and family members provide moving tributes and stories
about Artie, we all learned about the
strength of his character and friendship, confirming what most of already knew. We will always remember Artie’s imposing presence,
friendly nature, concern for others,
thoughtfulness, and his humility…………….Take Care Artie.

Artie’s life and times can be
seen
by
logging
into
www.abc7.com and placing Artie Williams in the search box.

CENOTES REVISITED
Continued from page 2

tence of ambient light in a cavern. In
many cases during our dive, the faint
ambient light was up, back behind
me, over my head and out of sight.

If you would like to recommend
an activity or event that would benefit the community, our members, or
help fulfill our mission, please share
it with me or one of the Board members. We value your recommendations. Don’t forget our upcoming
LABUE Elections.
I encourage
everyone to consider directly participating in helping to continue our
efforts to make LABUE a better club
by running for an officer or board
position. Elections will take place
next month.
If you are interested in
lending your labor, experience, or organizational skills to LABUE as
an Officer, Board Member or committee member, your participation
would be more than
welcomed. Give me a
call or send me an email
(labue@sbcglobal.net)
to share your ideas and
thoughts on how to
make LABUE a better
dive club and to let me
know how you can help
us in these efforts.

Be the One Run- See Page 4 for info

There were thermoclines in the cenotes which our lights couldn't penetrate so there were brief moments
when I lost sight of the reflectors on
Nicolas' fins and legs which were only
two feet in front of me. I will carry
the scars from those brief emotional
moments with me for the rest of my
life. Outside of the thermoclines
there was crystal clear water flooding
rooms as large as auditoriums with
stalagmites and stalactites as far as
the beam on our cave lights would
extend. One site was named Devil's
Bells for the unique bell shape of the
hundreds of stalactites that filled the
underwater chamber. We found an
air pocket for a brief photo opportunity, but sadly no photo could ever
capture what we were able to see in
the narrow beam of our dive lights. A
picture is worth a thousand words,
but a thousand words could never
begin to describe a cenote. See it for
yourself. Call Nicolas Casella with
CenoteXperience.com.mx and tell
him you're with LABUE. Tell him you
are experienced.
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BY ANGELA MARCANO, LABUE Member and NABS Western Regional Representative

My name is Angela Marcano and I
am the Western Regional Representative for the National Association
of Black SCUBA Divers (NABS). NABS
President, Jeff Dooley, the NABS
Board and entire association wish to
extend their deepest condolences to
Artie’s family.
Artie Williams III was a Charter
Member and Founding Officer of
NABS and served from 1991-1995.
Artie was also honored by NABS for
his Cinematography of Sharks in the
Pacific Ocean. On the local level, Artie Williams was a Charter Member of
both Sub-Pacific and LABUE Dive
Clubs.
Many people who don’t SCUBA
dive may not understand why someone would want to don a skintight
wet suit, strap a heavy tank on their
back, breathe compressed air
through their mouth and jump into
the middle of the ocean that may or
may not have sharks nearby. The
best way that I can describe how it
feels to SCUBA dive is to think of the
most beautiful aquarium you’ve ever
seen and imagine yourself not just
looking through the glass or down
from the surface, but diving in and
swimming up to the little caves,
touching the coral and even petting
the fish. When SCUBA diving, you

enter a totally different world! When
underwater, you see colors that don’t
exist here on land and have a chance
to view entire ecosystems existing on
the tiniest bit of coral. The only thing
you hear is your own breathing and
the only thing that you can think of is
how much God loves you to put such
beauty in front of you! I am certain
that this same passion was felt by
Artie. Artie was an excellent recreational diver who loved to photograph
this beauty. He had over 20 years of
experience. We all know that Artie
was a great dive buddy. When we
dive, we use hand signals to communicate underwater and the hand
signal used most often is “OK.” Dive
buddies like to check on each other
while underwater and ask if everything is “OK?” All the NABS Members I
spoke to said that Artie was known
for checking up on his dive buddies
even when they weren’t in the water.
The NABS family will truly miss our
dive buddy Artie Williams but know
that we will all see him again one day
and everything will be “OK.”.

JOIN “TEAM LABUE” FOR BE
THE ONE RUN NOVEMER 17th
LABUE members, family, and friends
are invited to join Team LABUE for the
Be The One Run on Saturday November 17th. LABUE will again be participating in this worthwhile event in
memory of our friend and long time
LABUE member Charles Heath, who
died of leukemia in 2010. Participants
in this annual event raise money and
encourage donors supporting the Be
The Match bone marrow registry uniting communities nationwide to help
patients with diseases like leukemia,
lymphoma, and sickle cell. Last year,
Team LABUE raised over $1,700 to
benefit Be The Match. The event features a 5K run/walk option for both
adults and youth and offers chip timing for those runners interested in a
competitive experience. The 1K fun
run or walk is for adults or youth; and
for children ages five and younger, a
short Tot Trot is offered. To register
for this event, go to the Be The Match
website (www.marrow.org), select the
“Get Involved” tab, then select
“Attend and Event” and register for
the Los Angeles Black Underwater
Explorers team. Thousands of patients
search for a bone marrow donor and
hope for a transplant. When you run
or walk in the Long Beach Be The One
Run, you give them a second chance
at life. You have the power to heal!

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta
Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone
who desires to join you will be
aware.

DATE: Saturday November 17, 2012
TIME: Event village opens at
7:00am, 5K/1K Starts at 8:30am
LOCATION: Shoreline Village at
Marina Green Park,
386 East Shoreline Drive Village,
Long Beach, CA 90802
TO REGISTER: Go to
www.marrow.org
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Artie was a thoughtful person with a big heart. He would often bring snacks to share on our boat trips between
dives. Diving was his passion and leaving out of Ventura on the "Peace" boat which had a Jacuzzi was one of his
favorites. My deepest sympathy goes out to his family. I'm saddened to hear of his passing. To the family I whisper
be strong, God has you all in His hands.
Sincerely,
Pamela McField,
A fellow bubble blower

To the Family of Artie Williams, III,
My thoughts and prayers are with you as I share in your lost. I just want to say that we shall all remember Brother
Artie's smile, kindness, his helping hand and friendship. I shall miss his earthly presents like so many others who
share his good memories.
Rest in peace Brother Artie.
Tyrie Bivings,
LABUE Member,
Chairperson,
NABS Membership Committee

I had the privilege of meeting Artie Williams for the first time on a dive boat trip out to the channel island as a
new member of LABUE, he greeted me with a warm hand shake and a big smile, he made me feel comfortable and
at home around this new dive club and from that day on I consider him friend. Artie was a big teddy bear of a man
with a warm heart, a firm hand shake and that ever present big smile of his.
I got to know Artie over the years as a friendly and fun loving man that always had a good outlook on life. I will
remember the good times that we had at club functions and the times shared as dive buddies while scuba diving.
Artie, you left us to soon my friend. Bettye and I will always miss you, may God bless you and your family. May
you Rest in Peace Artie Williams.
George Linares

I spoke with Artie less than two weeks ago. I had called to ask how he was feeling having just heard about his illness and recent return to diving. But there was another reason I called. Several times over the last few years since I
left LA, I got phone messages from Artie and he'd always say, "Hey Steve, Artie calling. Just called to see how you
were doing. I'll catch up with you later". Now with the TV coverage of the outpouring of emotion, I feel very special
to have received those calls. But that was Artie being Artie. And now we're all feeling just a little bit special for having had him as our friend.
Stephen Scruggs

Like everyone else, I was absolutely stunned when I received word of Artie's passing. My first reaction was 'why'
did this have to happen to such a nice young man? After realizing that there is a reason for everything, I immediately thought of all the good times I had shared with Artie over the past 20+ years of our being friends. I had the
pleasure of knowing him, diving with him, partying with him and simply discussing many aspects of life with him on
a regular basis. He was a very kind, caring, genuine man who always seemed 'up' whenever I spoke with him. His
smile was infectious. He loved his family and his friends...and they loved him as well. The tremendous outpouring
of grief from a wide variety of his many, many contacts is a testament to that fact. He also really enjoyed his job
with ABC and I came to rely (even expect) hearing news from him well before it was on TV. Although I am sad that
he is gone, I truly believe that he had a very complete and satisfying life and I feel very lucky to have been his
friend. He WILL be missed.
Bob Simmons
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IN MEMORIAM, ARTIE WILLIAMS III

I can remember my first meeting Artie - that huge smile of his - welcoming me to LABUE. From day one to everytime we saw one another, Artie had a smile to share, hug to give and something good to say. He was in attendance at my first overseas diving trip with the club to Nassau. He was a real buddy with helping to make me feel
comfortable about what I was about to encounter. He's been to our house for gatherings in the past; and, at the
next gathering, there will be an empty chair in honor of his memory. George and I will truly miss Artie. Our sincere
condolences to his family.
Bettye Riggs-Linares

Hi All
Artie was a very good person and friend he always was in a good mood on dive trips. I saw Artie last July when I
was on my to my family reunion at LAX when he saw me he came right over to say hello with that big smile he always had. I will miss Artie.
Best regards
Johnnie

My friend and dive club member Artie Williams III, was so thoughtful and caring. He always had a smile on his face
with a positive attitude.
I will cherish the memories of our dives in Fiji and Tobago.
Tina

Artie was a wonderful person and a good friend and dive buddy. I not only saw him at club events and trips, but I
often saw him at work when he came to film some newsworthy event for his job. I still catch myself looking for him
when I seen a Channel 7 News van parked outside my office building. I will always miss his friendly smile and bear
hugs. My most heartfelt condolences go out to his family.
Sincerely,
Sharlene

CHECK OUT THE LABUE STORE

Look great on the boat or beach with oﬃcial LABUE apparel including T-shirts, Polo Shirts, and Baseball Caps.
T-shirts and Baseball Caps are in stock and are available in
most sizes at $20 each. Check out the LABUE Store at
www.labue.org to place your order, or you may
purchase items at the monthly membership meeƟng.

~~~
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Are you planning a birthday party, holiday party or a
special event and need a unique venue for up to 125
guests? L.A.S.C . Dance Studio is the perfect venue
for you and your guest. We have great price packages,
parking and excellent customer service to make your
event special.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Location 159 N Market St. Inglewood ca 90301
Flexible room set ups to based upon your event needs
Audio and Video options
Plenty of street parking close to the studio
Air conditioned
Large dance floor
7 day a week availability and flexible hours

Call Terance at 310-895-5712 now to set up a site visit
and RSVP your clients date and get more information.
If more convenient the e-mail address is
terancejones@gmail.com
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NEWSLETTER ADS
LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
• $15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
• $20 for a half page ad (per month);
• $30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2012
October 9, 2012 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM
October 23, 2012 -- Board Meeting
November 13, 2012 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM
November 17, 2012 -- Be the One Run - Long Beach, CA
November 27, 2012 -- Board Meeting

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and
Figueroa Street.

Due to Metro line work on Exposition
Blvd., and museum construction on
the Exposition side of the Museum,
the Museum offers some helpful tips
for driving to minimize your inconvenience:
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798
Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131
Treasurer
Open
Secretary
Open
Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
COMMITTEES
Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556
Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Dive Events &
Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)

Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857
Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Program Committee
Keenon Adamson
Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

HOW ARE WE DOING? We would love to hear your comments, critiques or
suggestions. Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail address and
your voice will be heard: dewing@proskauer.com

Parking Lot 3
Entrance at South West corner. Look for
security guard shed behind covered chain
link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

The LABUE Trip Planning Committee and the LABUE Board have selected Mabul Malaysia, as
the destination for LABUE's 2013 warm water dive vacation in September 14 - 21, 2013. LABUE will be staying at the exhilarating Sipidan-Kapalai Dive Resort, only a few minutes by boat,
but a full world away from the islands of Sipadan and Mabul. Surrounded completely by crystal
clear waters teeming with marine life sitting on its sturdy
stilts on the shallow sandbanks of the Ligitan Reefs.
Planned and built in full style as an airy, comfortable, sunny water village with no land in sight, it boasts a mile-long
sandbank of powdery white sand where one can suntan at
complete leisure while gazing out to the miles of brilliant
turquoise stretching into the horizon offering the purest
image of natural serenity. Dive spots are extremely close
and can be reached in just a few minutes by speedboat and
some of them, actually, just by swimming from the dive
center pier. For those who are ready to explore more than
the tiny marvels of Kapalai’s macro life, can, in just a few
minutes, dive in Sipadan (where big 5ish and turtles abound) or in Mabul (where silky and
muddy bottoms offer different and equally pleasant experiences and opportunities to the lovers of "muck diving”).
With a combination of sun and water in a unique and serene setting with friendly staff, Sipadan-Kapalai is an ideal
destination for divers and non-divers alike seeking a great
holiday experience. Starting at $2,200.00pp (dbl occ) for
divers, and $1,775.00pp (dbl occ) for non-divers. You can
enjoy an all-inclusive resort offering 7 nights Chalet accommodations w/private sundeck, taxes, round-trip land and
boat transfers from Tawau Airport, all food and beverages
while at resort (excluding alcoholic, juice and/or carbonated soft drinks). Dive Package includes: 3 boat dives per day (Sipadan, Mabul or Kapalai Island),
unlimited house reef diving, LABUE fee and Sipadan permit fee. The cost for 8 days for all of
the above, club fee, Sipadan permit fee, and having a grand Ole time is approximately
$2,200.00pp (dbl. occ). Early Registration Incentive: Deposit and registration forms RECEIVED by September 30, 2012, will be eligible for the $50.00 discount.
For registration, deposit information or questions, please contact
Tina Houston at Dyvingluvly@sbcglobal.net

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
Day Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
Emergency Contact Name:

Birthdate:
State:
Evening Phone:
E-Mail:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified:
No. of Dives
Boat

Date of Last Dive:

Zip:

o Warm Water o Beach o

Agency Certification

Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives o Boat Dives o Warm Water Dives
Amount: $30.00 o Individual Membership o New o Renewal
$45.00 o Family Membership o New o Renewal
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual
$450.00 o Lifetime Family
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.

Signature:

Date:

