P H O TO OF TH E MON T H

Photographer:
Camera:
Location:
Subject:

Debora Ewing
Olympus 770
Sydney, Australia, LABUE Club Trip 2007
Opera House
*The above is an example of "Photo of the Month".
Please send your photos for consideration!

BE THE MATCH
Health and Safety will be the focus of our October 11th membership meeting at the Natural History Museum. Join us for a very special program. Donna Collins, from Be the
Match Registry will be discussing the importance of bone marrow transplants in treating
leukemia and lymphoma, and the critical shortage of African American donors. Learn
how you can save a life. The meeting will also feature a dive safety topic, LABUE activities update, door prizes, refreshments, as well as an informative presentation. We look
forward to seeing you there.
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DOMINICAN DIVING HOLIDAY

V O LU M E 1 6, IS S U E 1 0

BY: STACY WADE

Diving the Dominican Republic
over the July 4th holiday week
was sensational. Our fellow dive
buddy DonCosta did it again with another great dive connection; Walter
Frischbutter, owner of VIP Divers dive
operation in Punta Cana, Dominican
Republic. Known for their cave diving, they also offer a vast selection of
caves located around the island that
were used 2000 years ago by the
Taino Indians, as well as wrecks,
sharks and reefs.
LABUE members Richard and Kathy
Rice, DonCosta and Doralyn Seawell,
Pat and Clif Williams, Beverley Pyne,
Staretta DuPois, Stacy Wade, and
Discover Scuba graduate Keith
Gilliams joined a total of 24 friends
and family members who enjoyed the
camaraderie and amenities at the
fabulous Hard Rock Resort Spa and
Casino.
It was such an honor and great
pleasure to be in the presence of
these great super loving couples as

they invited us along with their family and friends. We laughed, joked,
danced, ziplined, dined, gambled,
and spa-ed as we celebrated anniversaries and a milestone birthdays.
To top it off we were given the secrets and tips to true happiness and
successful relationships from these
couples.
While all this was going down, the
serious divers blew some serious
bubbles, got three good dive days
completing six great dives, and enjoying a true Dominican cultural experience along the ride to Bayahibe.
The Dominican Republic takes up the
larger part of Hispaniola Island, and
is the 2nd largest island of the Caribbean.
There are magnificent
beaches that stretch the entire coastline, mountains that touch the sky
and lush jungles in between. There
are more than 20 dive sites in the
area of Bayahib; the average temperature all year around is between
76-86 degrees. The visibility is about

100 feet. The great sea conditions
allow for diving almost 350 days a
year, with abundant sealife and numerous wrecks.
July 4th we dived Park Reef and

Continued on Page 3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY RICHARD RICE

working to help others battling leukemia and lymphoma, including the
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society and

Be
the
Match
Registry
(www.marrow.org), a bone marrow

It’s been nearly one year since our
good friend and long time LABUE
member Charles Heath died following
a long battle with leukemia. His family
brought to my attention organizations

donor registry. Bone marrow transplants are often the only treatment
for these blood-related cancers.
Most SCUBA divers have an interest in health and fitness and I
thought it would be appropriate, and
a tribute to Charles, to make LABUE
members, their families and friends
aware of this critical issue affecting
African Americans and other minorities throughout the country.
Many African-Americans with leukemia, lymphoma, and other diseases are unable to have lifesaving
stem cell or bone marrow transplants
because of a critical shortage of
black donors. Of the 8 million people
who have registered as potential donors with the National Marrow Donor
Program, just 600,000 (7%) are

black. That severely limits a black person's chance of being matched with a
donor for transplant. This can be the
difference between survival and death.
Because bone marrow compatibility is
closely linked with race, that means
blacks have a much smaller pool of
potential donors. Blacks also tend to
have rarer genetic tissue types than
whites, making it even more difficult
to find compatible donors.
The LABUE Board has agreed that
LABUE will participate as a team in Be
The One Run® to be held in Long
Beach on November 13th. Be The One
Run® is a walk and run event for people of all ages and fitness levels. It
includes a 5K, a 1K and a Tot Trot. Be
The One Run® unites communities
nationwide determined to help patients with diseases like leukemia and
lymphoma. Be The One Run® participants raise funds to save lives. Every
year 10,000 patients with leukemia,
Continued on Page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

lymphoma and 70 other lifethreatening illnesses need a marrow
transplant but have no donor match
in their family. They depend on Be
The Match to help them find an unrelated donor and receive the transplant they need.
Funds raised
through Be The One Run® helps patients by supporting transplant research, helping patients with uninsured costs, as well as growing the
Be The Match marrow donor registry. Join the LABE Team. Join the Be
The One Run®! Be part of the Be
The Match movement. Walk or run,
donate or volunteer to give patients
a second chance at life.
DATE:
November 13, 2011
TIME:
Event village opens: 8:00 a.m.
5K / 1K start time: 9:00 a.m.
LOCATION:
429 Shoreline Village at Marina
Green Park, Long Beach, CA 90802
If you are interested in lending your
labor, experience, or organizational
skills to the Dive Trip Planning Committee or any other LABUE committee, your participation would be
more than welcomed. Give me a call
or
send
me
an
email
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your
ideas and thoughts on how to make
LABUE a better dive club and to let
me know how you can help us in
these efforts.
PHOTOS FROM THE DOMINICAN

DOMINICAN HOLIDAY
Continued from page 2

Monica’s Wreck. Lion fish, lion fish,
lion fish oh my! July 5th was Shark
Point One and Shark Point Two dive
sites close to Stingray Point. We saw
a reef shark and beautiful reef colors. Our end of the trip dives on
July 7th included the St. George
Wreck, and the Atlantic Princess
Wreck. The Atlantic Princess had a
wealth of sights to see; hallways,
staircases, a toilet that flushes…
Seriously? Diving the St. George
was very exciting. There are two
buoys, one at the stern and one at
the bow. More experienced divers
can penetrate the wreck, swim
through the big cargo space that
houses a huge brass propeller,
pumps, space heaters, and engine
equipment. Three levels of crew accommodations and the bridge can be
explored as well. The wreck is also
home to schools of different fish and
many barracudas.
Everyone enjoyed this fabulous
island and its charming people, delicious food, great diving, and luxurious accommodations. Can’t wait to
return to the DR.
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PROFILE ON PATRICIA WILLIAMS
(ONE OF THE NEWEST BOARD MEMBERS!)

I was certified in 1999 with my now
husband Clifton.
The subject of
SCUBA diving came up during one of
our telephone conversations. It was
something he had always wanted to
do, and ironically something I had
thought about doing as well. A friend
of mine who was an instructor at the
time had asked me on a few occasions about getting certified.
So
when the subject came up with Clifton
and we both had the time, I said

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone who
desires to join you will be aware.

“okay, let’s do it”. Previously I had
kept putting it off because I had a
TREMENDOUS fear of the ocean’s
depth and force. Because of a couple
incidents when I was a little girl, I
would only walk into the ocean about
knee deep. I thought that the ocean
got deeper and deeper the further
you went out from the shore. It was
nice to learn about all the peaks,
mazes and pinnacles. Getting SCUBA
certified for me was my way of conquering my greatest fear head on and
not allowing it to control me the way
it had for so many years. It was a
wonderful feeling jumping off that
dive boat for the first time and seeing
all of God’s beauty beneath the surface. For those who have not experienced it, I can only describe it as a
near weightless experience of swimming through a huge aquarium without walls. Since being certified, I
have had the good fortune of diving
in some of the best dive locations
around the world. In 1999 after becoming certified, I went online and
searched for dive clubs. We have
been LABUE members since then. I
previously served on the Communications Committee and I am happy to
be one of the newest board members.

LABUE DECEMBER
MEETING

The holidays are fast approaching.
Halloween,
Thanksgiving,
and,
CHRISTMAS!! By popular demand we
will once again be playing the “Steala-Gift” game. Everyone is invited to
bring a wrapped gift (limit $25 value)
and join the program committee for
an evening of fun and socializing.
This year Sharlene will be acting as
the master of ceremonies while she
controls the chaos and Debora gives
out door prizes. The more people the
merrier so bring your family and
friends. Following the game there will
be plenty of time for socializing and
snacking on holiday goodies provided
by LABUE. We are looking forward to
seeing you all there!

MEMBER’S CORNER
What’cha Doin’?
by Stephen Scruggs

Diving campers bowling strikes
October 14th Friday night.
And if that’s not your cup of tea
join camping divers by the sea.
At night communing with the earth
and morning beach dives in the surf.
At Leo Corillo pitching tents
and looking for a tank to rent.
If I were there that’s where I’d be.
But my butt’s stuck in Tennessee.
Take my advice and join the fun.
Don’t take for granted what you
could’ve done.

BOWLING WITH LABUE
LABUE will bowl the evening of October 14, 2011 at 6:30 at Eldorado
Lanes. To date the attendees are as
follows:
myself, Reginald Brown,
Emily Blake, Richard Rice, DonCosta
Seawell, Doralyn Seawell, Johnnie
Davis, Tina Houston, Lauren Ewing,
Sharlen Campbell, Randy Tillery,
Lauretta Robinson, and Ronald Reed.
There will be food provided by LABUE
as well as prizes. Please contact the
coordinator,
Debora Ewing,
at
310.284.4556 if you have any questions.

*** SAVE THE DATE ***
Saturday, December 3, 2011, for LABUE's Second Annual Holiday Dinner!
This year's event promises to be
more spectacular than last year's,
with great food, great fellowship,
great prizes and great fun. There will
be drawings for fabulous door prizes.
Plus, this year promises to have even
more surprises. Tickets will be going
on sale in October, so contact a LABUE Board member to get yours.
There will only be limited number of
tickets sold.
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CHECK OUT THE LABUE STORE

Look great on the boat or beach with official LABUE apparel including T-shirts, Polo Shirts, and Baseball Caps.
T-shirts and Baseball Caps are in stock and are available in most sizes at $20 each. Check out the LABUE Store at
www.labue.org to place your order, or you may purchase items at the monthly membership meeting.

DIVER NEWS
New Certifications
OWI Certification:
Kara Turner
~
Discover Scuba II Participants
Harry Nelson, Jr.
Kevin Pierce
Don Parris
Michael Eure
Brendan Goosby
Gerard Nelson
James Bano
Janaya Cierra
Janaya Cradle
Tim Young
~
Know of any member Certification
announcements?
Please notify Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com

SAVE THE DATE FOR
THE 18TH ANNUAL
COMPTON AIR FAIR
On Saturday, October 22nd, 2011,
the California Black Aviation Association will be hosting their 18th Annual
Compton Air Fair at Compton/
Woodley Airport in Compton, CA.
This is a free event organized to
inspire youth within the South Central Los Angeles Area to pursue careers in aviation and other rewarding professions. LABUE will be participating in this event with an informative SCUBA display. The event
also showcases other recreational
organizations in the Los Angeles
area. This is an exciting community
event that the whole family will enjoy.
When: Sat., October 22nd, 2011
Time:
10:00am - 4:00pm
Where: Compton/Woodley Airport
901 W. Alondra Blvd
Compton, Ca 90220
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NEWSLETTER ADS

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
$15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
$20 for a half page ad (per month);
$30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2011

October 7-9, 2011 -- LABUE Dive & Camp Weekend
October 11, 2011 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM
October 14, 2011 -- LABUE Bowling Evening - Eldorado Lanes
October 25, 2011 -- Board Meeting
October 22, 2011 -- Compton Air Show - Compton/Woodley Airport
November 2-6, 2011 -- NABS Summit in Grand Cayman Island
December 3, 2011 -- LABUE Holiday Dinner - Truxton’s American Bistro

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and Figueroa Street.

Due to Metro line work on Exposition
Blvd., and museum construction on
the Exposition side of the Museum,
the Museum offers some helpful tips
for driving to minimize your inconvenience:
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798
Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131
Treasurer
Open
Secretary
Open
Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
COMMITTEES
Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556
Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Dive Events &
Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)

Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857
Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Program Committee
Open
Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

HOW ARE WE DOING? We would love to hear your comments, critiques or
suggestions. Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail address and
your voice will be heard: dewing@proskauer.com

Parking Lot 3
Entrance at South West corner. Look for
security guard shed behind covered chain
link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
Day Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
Emergency Contact Name:

Birthdate:
State:
Evening Phone:
E-Mail:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified:
No. of Dives
Boat

Date of Last Dive:

Zip:

o Warm Water o Beach o

Agency Certification

Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives o Boat Dives o Warm Water Dives
Amount: $30.00 o Individual Membership o New o Renewal
$45.00 o Family Membership o New o Renewal
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual
$450.00 o Lifetime Family
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.

Signature:

Date:

