
 

 

 
Photographer:    
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Camera:   
Canon S95 Point and Shoot 
 
Location:         
Wakatobi  
 
Subject:             
Shrimp 
 
THIS SPOT COULD EASILY 
FEATURE YOUR PHOTO!  

 
Please e-mail to  

dewing@proskauer.com 
your underwater photos 
for future consideration.   
Topside photos are accept-
ed if the photo was taken 

at a LABUE event 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

Join us at our General Membership Meeting on Tuesday, November 12th for a special 
presentation by our Natural History Museum sponsor, Leslie Harris.  Leslie was one of a 
number of scientist and marine life experts called upon to examine a 66 foot long section 
of concrete and steel floating dock that washed up on an Oregon beach.  The dock floated 
all the way to Oregon after Japan's earthquake and tsunami last year.  Concerned about 
potential invasive marine species exposure in the US, scientists tracking this debris are 
interested in verifying the presence of marine life specific to Japan attached to the dock.  
Don’t miss the extraordinary findings of this unique investigation. 

NOVEMBER 2012 

VOLUME 17,  ISSUE 11 

JAPANESE TSUNAMI DEBRIS INVESTIGATION 

Dedicated to Expanding the Knowledge and Enjoyment of Scuba Diving among African Americans 

Feature Article: 
Wakatobi 

2 

President’s Message 2 

Be the One  Run 3 

  

Holiday Meeting 4 

  

Map & Directions 
To Meeting Location 

6 

  

Membership App. 7 

Inside this issue: 
 



 

 

WAKATOBI (AKA AWESOME…)  
BY BOB SIMMONS 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY RICHARD RICE 
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   The second of the generally 
acknowledged world’s best dive sites 
included in my ‘bucket list’ of must do 
dive trips was to the world famous 
Wakatobi Dive Resort located in the 
southeastern part of Indonesia in the 

participate along with DonCosta Sea-
well in two KTLA-TV morning news 
segments promoting the Coastal 
Cleanup Day activities and featuring 
popular KTLA feature reporter Gail 
Anderson.  Take a look at  http://
www.ktla.com/news/local/viewerinfo/
ktla-coastal-cleanup-day-2-
20120912,0,7797675.story  to view 
one of the segments.  LABUE’s partici-
pation in this event along with our 
SCUBA diving display and exhibit pro-
vided an excellent opportunity to intro-
duce the public to SCUBA diving and 
to LABUE.  
   At our October membership meet-
ing, we were pleased to introduce the 
USC Black Alumni Association to LA-
BUE members as part our new mem-
ber recruitment outreach.  Our guest 
speaker, Patrice Theard, spoke about 
her organization’s mission and activi-
ties as advocates of the educational 
community, providing student mentor- 

Continued on Page 3 

ties around the world.  LABUE was 
honored to join forces with Heal the 
Bay, the Santa Monica Conservancy, 
California Historical Society, NAACP, 
and local churches to clean up the 
beach and participate in an underwa-
ter cleanup at the Santa Monica Pier.  
LABUE members including DonCosta 
Seawell, Keenon Adamson, Johnnie 
Davis, Beverley Pyne, Tina Houston, 
Calvin Berry, Daphne King, Joe Win-
dolph, and Dangil Jones were joined 
by friends and coworkers in a beach 
cleanup at the historic Jim Crow-Era 
African American beach site some-
times known as the “Inkwell”. From 
the 1920s to the 1950s, Santa Mon-
ica beaches as well as most Southern 
California beaches were segregated.  
The Ink Well, located at the western 
end of Bay Street and Santa Monica 
beach, was the only place where Af-
rican Americans were permitted to 
swim and enjoy the beach without 
being harassed.  I was thrilled to 

   LABUE members came out in 
support of California Coastal 
Cleanup Day held on Saturday, Sep-
tember 15th, as part of the annual In-
ternational Coastal Cleanup Day activi-

Indian Ocean. Denise Barker, Vernon 
Beard, Ruth Cauthen Al Dobbins, 
Robin Gaillard Al and Vanessa 
Haigler, Luster Ingram, Salim Jordan, 
Kim Walker   and I met in Bali, Indo-
nesia, for what turned out to be a 
fantastic time in a truly luxurious dive 
resort setting. We had a great mix of 
veteran divers, including several in-
structors and dive masters who were 
also well seasoned travelers. We 
missed Stacy Wade who had to can-
cel at the last minute.  
  The setting was beautiful.  Outside 
each of our spacious bungalows were 
chaise lounges, a small table/
umbrella and a hammock.  The view 
from the lounges reminded me of 
those lazy ‘Corona Beer’ commercials 
of folks just staring at the white 
sand, azure seas, perfectly mani-
cured palm trees and magnificent 
sunsets.  It was mesmerizing! We 
spent a lot of both riotous and quiet 
times in this impressive setting en-
joying each other’s company when 

we were not in the water. The meals 
and snacks were outstanding, pre-
pared by world class chefs and of-
fered in an impeccable presentation. 
There was always a wide variety to 
select from. The service was top 
notch. 
   The diving was equally impressive.  
The 11 of us had our own oversized 
65’ boat. The splashy colors of the 
lush amounts of hard and soft corals, 
large schools of fish (many of which I 
had never seen before), immediate 
proximity of  the dive sites to the 
Resort (all surface intervals were 
taken at the Resort) and bottom 
times averaging over 65 minutes 
made for impressive dive after dive.  
We could take up to four dives each 
day in this idyllic setting.  Stone fish, 
huge cuttlefish, turtles, lion fish, cor-
al sea  snakes, lobsters, uniquely 
colored clown fish, a variety of medi-
um sized fish and a plethora of mac-
ro life (amazing nudibranchs,  

Continued on Page 3 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Continued from page 2 

ing, recruitment, retention, and 
scholarship services.  The LABUE 
Board is exploring possible future 
joint activities supporting common 
goals and introducing SCUBA diving 
to potential new members.  If you 
would like to introduce your alumni 
association, sorority, fraternity, 
trade or professional association to 
LABUE at a future meeting, contact 
our Program Committee chairperson 
Keenon Adamson. 
   Congratulations to winners of the 
4th Annual LABUE Photo Contest, as 
well as, winners of the photo con-
test prize drawings.  Check out the 
great winning photos featured in 
next month’s issue.  Lucky prize win-
ners included Symphrosa Williams 
(Case Logic digital SLR photo back-
pack), Richard Rice (Coby 7” Digital 
Picture Frame), and DonCosta Sea-
well (Wolverine portable photo hard 
drive).  Finally, a big THANK YOU to 
Board Member Randy Tillery.  For 
the last three years, Randy has or-
ganized our LABUE Dive Camp 
Weekends. This year’s successful 
event, held October 5-7th at Syca-
more Canyon Campground in Mali-
bu, was our largest ever with 30 
participants enjoying a weekend of 
fun, fellowship, and fabulous potluck 
dining.  Keep an eye out for photos 
and a report on this great LABUE 
weekend in next month’s issue. 
   If you would like to recommend 
an activity or event that would ben-
efit the community, our members, 
or help fulfill our mission, please 
share it with me or one of the Board 
members.  We value your recom-
mendations.  Don’t forget to vote in 
our upcoming LABUE Elections.  If 
you are interested in lending your 
labor, experience, or organizational 
skills to LABUE, your participation in 
one of our standing committees 
would be more than welcomed.  
Give me a call or send me an email 
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your 
ideas and thoughts on how to make 
LABUE a better dive club and to let 
me know how you can help us in 
these efforts. 

see-thru crabs, pygmy sea horses, 
etc.)  kept all of our cameras clicking 
in this very unique setting.  A spec-
tacular beach dive site immediately in 
front of the Resort was available 
whenever one wanted to indulge. 
Our dive guides did an excellent job 
at finding and pointing out critters, 
many of which I never saw until I 
reviewed my photographs. 
   The general consensus among our 
group was that the total experience 
of Wakatobi was right at the top of 
anything we had ever enjoyed be-
fore. We had a great time and look 
forward to the next ‘big one.’ 

DON’T MISS  BE THE ONE RUN  NOVEMER 17th  
LABUE members, family, and friends are invited to join the LABUE team for the 
Be The One Run event on Saturday November 17th.  LABUE will be participat-
ing in this worthwhile event in memory of our friend and long time LABUE 
member Charles Heath, who died of leukemia in 2010. The event features a 5K 
run/walk option for both adults and youth. There is also a 1K fun run or walk is 
for adults or youth; and for children ages five and younger, a short Tot Trot is 
offered.  To register for this event, go to the Be The Match website, 
www.marrow.org, select the “Get Involved” tab, then select “Attend and 
Event” and register for the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers team.  As 
part of this event, LABUE will be raising money and encouraging donors sup-
porting the Be The Match bone marrow registry uniting communities nation-
wide to help patients with diseases like leukemia, lymphoma, and sickle cell.  
Last year, LABUE raised over $1,700 to benefit Be The Match.  Come out and 
help LABUE support this worthwhile event.   

 
DATE: Saturday, 

November 17, 2012 

TIME:  Event village opens at 
7:00am, 5K/1K Starts at 8:30am 

LOCATION:  
Shoreline Village at Marina Green 

Park, 386 East Shoreline Drive Vil-
lage, Long Beach, CA 90802 

TO REGISTER: Go to 

www.marrow.org 

WAKATOBI 
Continued from page 2 



 

 

BOAT DIVING? 

If you decide to sign up for a boat 
dive and you want a LABUE dive 
buddy, please contact DonCosta 
Seawell at 909-593-1877 or don-
costa1@msn.com with your trip de-
tails and he will convey that infor-
mation to the club so that anyone 
who desires to join you will be 
aware. 
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STEAL A GIFT  
HOLIDAY MEETING  

Join us on December 11, 2012, for 
o u r General Membership Holiday 

Meeting.  Back by popular 
demand, we will be playing the 
“Steal-a-Gift” game. Everyone 

is invited to bring a 
wrapped gift (limit $25 

value) and join us for an 
evening of fun and socializing. 
Sharlene Johnson,  Debora 
Ewing, and Daphne King will be 

acting as the master of ceremo-
nies, controlling the chaos and 
giving out door prizes. The 

m o r e people the merrier, so bring 
your family and friends for this festive 

evening. Following the game, there will be 
plenty of time for socializing and snacking 
on tasty Holiday refreshments provided by 
LABUE. You won’t want to miss our Holiday 
Meeting! 

CHECK OUT THE LABUE STORECHECK OUT THE LABUE STORECHECK OUT THE LABUE STORECHECK OUT THE LABUE STORE 

 

Look great on the boat or beach with official LABUE apparel in-

cluding T-shirts, Polo Shirts, and Baseball Caps.  

T-shirts and Baseball Caps are in stock and are available in most 

sizes at $20 each.   Check out the LABUE Store at www.labue.org 

to place your order, or you may  

purchase items at the monthly membership mee(ng. 

~~~ 
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Parking Lot 3      

Entrance at South West corner.  Look for  
security guard shed behind covered chain 
link fence.   

Directions 
The Natural History Museum is located in 
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boule-
vard between Vermont Avenue and 
Figueroa Street. 
 
Due to Metro line work on Exposition 
Blvd., and  museum construction on 
the Exposition side of the Museum, 
the Museum offers some helpful tips 
for driving to minimize your incon-
venience: 
 
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take 
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and 
head west towards Vermont Avenue.  
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.  
Make a left into Exposition Park  
Lot 3. 
 
Please visit the Museum website for more 
information at www.nhm.org. 

Meetings 

The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

 

HOW ARE WE DOING?  We would love to hear your comments, critiques or 

suggestions.  Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail  address and 

your voice will be heard:  dewing@proskauer.com  

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  

NEWSLETTER ADS 
LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

• $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

• $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

• $30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 
(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
Open 
 

Secretary  
Open  
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive               
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  
Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events &  
Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2012 
November 13, 2012 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM   
November 17, 2012 -- Be the One Run -  Long Beach, CA 
November 27, 2012 -- Board Meeting 
December 11, 2012 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM 
 

HAVE A HAPPY HOLIDAY AND A SAFE NEW YEAR! 

From the LABUE Newsle�er Staff 
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P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009 
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year _______ 

 

General Information: 
Name:        Birthdate:    
Address:            
City:      State:   Zip:    
Day Phone:     Evening Phone:     
Fax:     E-Mail:       
Referred By:            
Emergency Contact Name:          

 

Certification Information: 
Year First Certified:           No. of Dives        Date of Last Dive:          o Warm Water o Beach o 
Boat 

 

Agency Certification 
            
            
            
Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives  o Boat Dives  o Warm Water Dives 
Amount:  $30.00  o Individual Membership  o New  o Renewal 
$45.00 o Family Membership  o New  o Renewal 
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual 
$450.00 o Lifetime Family 
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 

 

WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Un-
derwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be vol-
untarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba div-
ing and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my 
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, aris-
ing out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also agree to release, in-
demnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of 
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I further agree that this release and 
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive  as is permitted by the laws of the State of 
California.  I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents.  I sign this release of 
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance. 
 
 
 
Signature:     Date:      
 


