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LABUE SHARK WEEK!
Do you know a bull shark from a grey reef shark? Want to learn more about sharks?
Join us on November 8th for our General Membership meeting featuring a special presentation on sharks by our Natural History Museum sponsor, Leslie Harris. Leslie is an eminent authority on marine flora and fauna and has thrilled us with her previous sea life
presentations. This is one you won’t want to miss. Bring your shark questions and come
enjoy door prizes, refreshments, and an exciting presentation on creatures that have
sometimes frightened us, and have always intrigued us as scuba divers. We hope to see
you all there.
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BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA PARTICIPTE IN
DISCOVER SCUBA II
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BY: GEORGE LINARES

On September 10, 2011 at the Pacific Wilderness Dive Shop in San
Pedro, California, LABUE had another
successful Discover Scuba Program.
Ten people participated in the Program and as always, my assistants
were DonCosta Seawell, Mike Dillard
and my lovely wife and best dive
buddy Bettye Linares.
The exciting thing about this particular Discover Scuba Program was
the attendance of the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 213 from Mojave,
California. Five of the Scouts and the
scout master participated in the class
room discussion and pool scuba demonstration.
The Boy Scouts have recently established a Scuba Diving Merit Badge
to their current list of activities for
their troops. The Scout must first
earn his swimming merit badge prior
to any scuba training, the scout master in attendance was Mr. Harry Nelson, who happens to be a very good

friend and co-worker of mine and
had expressed interest on behalf of
the Scouts in having me establish a
training program for his troop of over
20 boys which will then make me the
west coast scuba training instructor
for the Boy Scouts of America.
Currently I have one more requirement to complete with the Scouts
prior to any training session. Once
this requirement has been completed
it will allow me to become the merit
badge consular for the Boy Scouts of
America.
I’m planning on conducting the
first Open Water I session which will
also be open to other interested parties, with the Mojave troop by the
end of this year or the start of 2012.
If you’re interested in signing up for
this OWI training session, please
contact me at (661) 547-4010.

LABUE 2011 HOLIDAY DINNER
Please plan to join us at the Second
Annual LABUE Holiday Dinner on Saturday, December 3, 2011, for a night
of fun, fellowship, fine food and fancy
gifts, starting at 6:00 pm. We will dine
at Truxton's American Bistro, located
at 8611 Truxton Avenue, Westchester,
California, with a choice of delicious
menu options: Miso Marinated Salmon,
Rotisserie Chicken, Slow Roasted Beef
Brisket or Roast Turkey Breast, including salad, sides and non-alcoholic beverages. Other beverages are available
on a no-host basis. Also planned is a
fun program that includes door prize
drawings and other surprises.
Tickets will be $30.00 per person
and go on sale Monday, October 10,
2011. Please contact Richard Rice,
DonCosta Seawell or Debora Ewing for
tickets or send an email ticket request
to LABUE at info@LABUE.org. There
will be only 50 tickets sold, so please
act right away to secure your seat.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY RICHARD RICE

The Holiday Season is nearly here
and LABUE activities for 2011 are still
going strong. It’s been a very busy
year for LABUE and its members. Our
monthly general membership meet-

ings at the Natural History museum
have provided some memorable, interesting and informative topics on
sea life, dive safety, and critical
health issues. We continued our important annual support of the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber by sellingout our table at the Chamber Evening event at the Long Beach Aquarium. Two well attended Discover
Scuba events, as well as a Scuba
Refresher course and our Compton
Air Fair display provided excellent
public exposure to the sport of scuba
diving and LABUE. Our nationally
recognized LABUE News newsletter
and newly expanded website have
built on this exposure to enhance our
public image and recognition in the
dive community.
The backbone of our club dive activities, our regular beach dives, have
provided the opportunity for our
members to keep their dive skills
sharp and have fun; with local beach

dives, dives at Catalina Island, and our
Dive-Camp Weekend in Malibu. LABUE
members have been on the move this
year, diving at Grand Cayman Island
on LABUE’s annual warm water dive
vacation, searching for a slave ship in
Biscayne Bay Florida, diving in the Red
Sea, Tahiti, Hawaii, the Dominican
Republic, Cuba, Greece, and Indonesia. We’re not finished with 2011 yet!
On November 13th LABUE will be participating in the Be On The Run event
in Long Beach, supporting the Be The
Match Registry and making the public
aware of the critical shortage of lifesaving bone marrow donors in the
African America community.
Planning for next month’s Holiday
Dinner on December 3rd is well underway and promises to be full of surprises that won’t disappoint. Tickets
are on sale now and are expected to
sell out quickly, so contact DonCosta
Seawell to get yours. Don’t forget our
Continued on page 2
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

December 13th Holiday Membership
Meeting at the Natural History Museum featuring more door prizes,
great refreshments, and our popular
“steal-a-gift” game .
If you are interested in lending
your labor, experience, or organizational skills to LABUE, we welcome
your participation in one of our committees. Give me a call or send me
an email (labue@sbcglobal.net) to
share your ideas and thoughts on
how to make LABUE a better dive
club and to let me know how you
can help us in these efforts.

LABUE DIVE/CAMP
WEEKEND
BY: RANDY TILLERY

Thanks to LABUE members and
their friends for making another LABUE Dive-Camp weekend a great
success. Fifteen LABUE members
and friends including Richard Rice,
Beverley Pyne, Ron Reed, Dangil
Jones and friend Robert, Lori Atwater, Joe and Josh Windolph, Tina
Houston and friend Karl, Venus Mason and son Michael with grandsons
R.J. and Marvin Richardson joined
me for a spectacular warm October
weekend at Leo Carrillo State Beach

in Malibu, October 7th – 9th .
Joe and Josh Windolph were the
first to arrive at the campgrounds
while most of us trickled in throughout Friday afternoon. By Friday evening, 3 of our 4 campsites were occupied with 7 tents. Dangil and
Robert invited twenty of their closest
squirrel friends to help them unpack
their food, what a sight! The sun

went down and so did the temperature. The evening chill was nothing
that a blazing campfire, bright moon

preparation began. We then turned
up the music and fired up the grills.
As anticipated, this activity brought
an assortment of food that was delicious and extraordinary. We enjoyed
tri-tip beef, grilled chicken and rabbit, spaghetti, hotdogs, pork and
beans, fire roasted corn, Greek salad
and even a whole fried turkey. A lot
of taste testing occurred and the
eating continued until nothing was

and stars, and some liquid libations
couldn’t cure. Come Saturday morning, we all arose slowly, engulfed in
the chill of fresh air. Several of us
walked down to the beach to assess
the diving conditions. The weather
proved to be more conducive to
camping than for diving. Poor visibility, excessive surge, and unusually
cold waters contributed to the cancel-

ing of our planned dives. This didn’t
spoil the spirit of our camping adventure however. Our entire day was
filled with the fun and adventure of
camping, hiking, beachcombing, bike
riding, and fellowshipping.
By mid-afternoon, we were joined
by Lori, Venus, Michael, RJ and
Marvin. Three more tents emerged.
As many tents as we had, there was

still room for more. The enticing smell
of barbeques began to float through
the air. The subject of food became
focal point and the potluck dinner

left on the table. I swear I didn’t
know that zucchini bread could taste
so good. We all got stuffed!
As night fell in the canyon, we
gathered our chairs around the
campfire and our evening of conversations and stories continued. The
laughter got loud and the discussions
became more and more interesting.
It was obvious we were enjoying
each others’ company. Eleven o’clock
rolled around and we were still
partying, quiet time went into effect
an hour ago. After some campsite
cleaning up, we retired to our tents.
Reveille occurred for most of us at
eight o’clock a.m. as we took our
time to prepare breakfast. No one
was in a rush to leave Sunday morning so we enjoyed some more walks
to the beach for some cave exploration and bike riding through the canyon. Check out was at noon and we
did eventually start packing. Upon
each person’s departure, we declared our return next year. Thanks
to LABUE members and friends, we
had another enjoyable Dive/Camp
weekend. We missed those of you
that could not attend but look forward to seeing you next year.
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MAGNIFICANT CASINO POINT
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BY BOB SIMMONS

As I prepared for a major dive trip
in a couple of weeks, I realized that
because I have semi-retired from cold
water diving, I had not been diving
for almost 10 months! I had my gear
serviced and wanted to check it out
as well as get reacquainted with the
water, so I decided to go to Catalina
Island to dive Casino Point. Deb Ewing was coming off an ear injury and
also wanted to try her first dive at
depth in preparation for her upcoming
dive trip in a few months. We went
over on Sunday, October 7.
We planned to enter Casino Point at
almost high tide which made everything easier (including being able to
take a 10:45am boat across the channel). The water was more than 4’
above the lowest entry step making
the entry the easiest I had ever experienced. But the best was yet to
come. The dive itself was magnificent! The kelp was plentiful and lush
and the visibility was easily more than
60’. The water temperature at depth
was in the mid to upper 60’s. Since
the sky was cloudless, the sun shined
thru the kelp beds creating the spectacular photos we all see in dive
magazines from time to time but
rarely experience. The water, being a
gorgeous blue, combined with the
brilliant sun and outstanding visibility
to create one breathtaking vista after
another as we dove thru this wonderland.
There were several large
schools of a variety of fish, along with
the usual suspects. However, this
day belonged to the stunning kelp
beds in the crystal clear water with
the sun shining thru reminding us
both about how beautiful nature can
be. What a lucky day for us, although

everyone there said the diving the
day before was even better! Everything went well for both of us and we
were both reassured after spending
several minutes at 86’ maximum
depth. The exit was equally easy.
Everything was perfect. This diving
this day was the best I had ever experienced at Casino Point in over 30
years of diving Catalina!
Although we have stated it many
times, Catalina Island can be a top
notch dive site and should not be
overlooked as we scrounge the Caribbean and South Pacific for better and
better dive sites. The island offers
everything divers look for…clear visibility, spectacular vistas and an opportunity for plenty of bottom time!
It is certainly very affordable and
makes a great 1, 2 or 3 day trip. I
remind everyone to not forget about
Casino Point and the excellent conditions it can provide. Happy diving…

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta
Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone
who desires to join you will be
aware.

JOIN “TEAM LABUE” FOR BE THE ONE RUN
LABUE members, family, and friends are invited to register to join the LABUE
Team for the Be The One Run on Sunday November 13th. Participants in this
annual event raise money and encourage donors supporting the Be The
Match Registry uniting communities nationwide to help patients with diseases
like leukemia and lymphoma. The event features a 5K run/walk option for
both adults and youth and offers chip timing for those runners interested in a
competitive experience. The 1K fun run or walk is for adults or youth and for
children ages five and younger a short Tot Trot is offered. To register for this
event, go to the Be The Match Registry website (www.marrow.org) and select the “Get Involved” tab. Thousands of patients search for a marrow donor and hope for a transplant. When you run or walk in the Long Beach Be
The One Run, you give them a second chance at life. You have the power to
heal.
DATE: November 13, 2011
TIME: Event village opens at 8:00a.m., 5K/1K Starts at 9:00a.m.
LOCATION: 429 Shoreline Village at Marina Green Park,
Long Beach, CA 90802

LABUE HOLIDAY DINNER DOOR PRIZE SPECIAL OFFER
LABUE is currently accepting donations of items and services to be offered as door prizes for our Holiday Party scheduled on December 3, 2010 at Truxton’s American Bistro. If you have an item that you wish to donate or provide a
service that our members would enjoy, please let us know at labue@sbcglobal.net. As an added incentive, LABUE is
offering a free full-page advertisement in an upcoming edition of the LABUE News for any donation accepted as a door
prize.
GET INTO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT! DONATE AND GET A FREE AD.
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CHECK OUT THE LABUE STORE

Look great on the boat or beach with official LABUE apparel including T-shirts, Polo Shirts, and Baseball Caps.
T-shirts and Baseball Caps are in stock and are available in most sizes at $20 each. Check out the LABUE Store at
www.labue.org to place your order, or you may purchase items at the monthly membership meeting.

LABUE DECEMBER
MEETING

The holidays are fast approaching.
Halloween,
Thanksgiving,
and,
CHRISTMAS!! By popular demand we
will once again be playing the “Steala-Gift” game. Everyone is invited to
bring a wrapped gift (limit $25 value)
and join the program committee for
an evening of fun and socializing.
This year Sharlene will be acting as
the master of ceremonies while she
controls the chaos and Debora gives
out door prizes. The more people the
merrier so bring your family and
friends. Following the game there will
be plenty of time for socializing and
snacking on holiday goodies provided
by LABUE. We are looking forward to
seeing you all there!

DIVER NEWS
~
Know of any member Certification
announcements?
Please notify Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com

Bowling with LABUE

LABUE hosted a night of bowling at
Eldorado Lanes located in Westchester, California on Friday, October 14. The festivities began at
6:30 p.m. The group enjoyed a variety of pizzas as well. The high
bowlers of the evening were as follows (3 game series):
Reggie
Brown – 607; Randy Tillery – 455
and Lauretta Robinson – 401.
A
drawing for gift card prizes took
place and those winners were as
follows: Lauretta Robinson, Sharlen
Campbell and Debora Ewing.
Ron Reed has vowed to practice so
that he will be prepared to win next

time.

MEMBER’S CORNER
Just a little joke...
by Stephen Scruggs

A tourist in a bar in Florida asks a
drunkard sitting at the bar,
"Why do SCUBA divers always fall
backwards off their boats?"
To which the drunkard replies:
"You damn Yankee, If they fell forwards they'd still be in the boat."
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NEWSLETTER ADS

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
$15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
$20 for a half page ad (per month);
$30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2011

November 2-6, 2011 -- NABS Summit in Grand Cayman Island
November 8, 2011 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM
November 19, 2011 -- Beach Dive - Shaw’s Cove
November 22, 2011 -- Board Meeting
December 3, 2011 -- LABUE Holiday Dinner - Truxton’s American Bistro
December 13, 2011 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM - Don’t forget your
wrapped gift!!

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and Figueroa Street.

Due to Metro line work on Exposition
Blvd., and museum construction on
the Exposition side of the Museum,
the Museum offers some helpful tips
for driving to minimize your inconvenience:
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

No December Board Meeting

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798
Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131
Treasurer
Open
Secretary
Open
Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
COMMITTEES
Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556
Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Dive Events &
Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)

Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857
Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Program Committee
Open
Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

HOW ARE WE DOING? We would love to hear your comments, critiques or
suggestions. Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail address and
your voice will be heard: dewing@proskauer.com

Parking Lot 3
Entrance at South West corner. Look for
security guard shed behind covered chain
link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
Day Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
Emergency Contact Name:

Birthdate:
State:
Evening Phone:
E-Mail:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified:
No. of Dives
Boat

Date of Last Dive:

Zip:

o Warm Water o Beach o

Agency Certification

Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives o Boat Dives o Warm Water Dives
Amount: $30.00 o Individual Membership o New o Renewal
$45.00 o Family Membership o New o Renewal
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual
$450.00 o Lifetime Family
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.

Signature:

Date:

