
 

 

Photographer:   Richard Rice 

Camera:  Panasonic DMCZS7 (Sea & Sea YS90 Strobe) 
Location:  St. Martin 

Subject:   Lobster 
 

This Photo is the Winner of the Photo Contest in the "Sea Life Category"   
Congratulations Richard! 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH  

Join us on Tuesday, May 13th   for our General Membership featuring a special presenta-
tion on Truk, one of LABUE’s 2014 dive vacation destinations.  Without a doubt, Truk has 

the best WWII wreck diving in the world including over 45 Japanese ships and airplanes 

resting on the ocean floor of Truk Lagoon, their decks and sides transformed into vibrant 
coral reefs teeming with a wide variety of sea life. Don’t miss this fun meeting. Catch up 

with old friends and meet new members.  We will be offering some tasty meeting re-
freshments and door prizes, along with LABUE updates and friendly member fellowship.  
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Diving in Truk (Chuuk) Lagoon 
BY RICHARD RICE  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY: RICHARD RICE 
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   Without doubt one of the destina-

tions for LABUE’s 2014 warm water 
dive vacation September 14-28, 2014 

has the best wreck diving in the 
world. The battle at Truk was the 

turning battle of the Pacific War and 
dealt a devastating blow to the Japa-

nese fleet sinking over 45 ships; in-

us on Facebook, you can log into your 
personal Facebook account and search 

for ‘Los Angeles Black Underwater Ex-
plorers - (LABUE)’ to navigate through 
our Facebook page.  Stacy Wade is 

our Facebook Administrator and pro-
vides an excellent resource for those 

interested in learning more about Fa-
cebook. 

   Recognizing the importance of utiliz-

ing the most effective social media to 
reach members of our community who 

may be interested in SCUBA Diving, 
we are expanding our social media 

reach even further with the creation of 

a LABUE Blog.  A blog is an interac-
tive website consisting of entries ap-

pearing in reverse chronological order 
with the most recent entry appearing 

first, similar in format to a daily jour-
nal. Blogs typically include features 

such as comments and links to in-

crease user interactivity. Advantages 
are that people are able to comment, 

making it much more interactive, more 
searchable, with easily viewable con-

tent that can be posted quickly and 

viewed on smart phones and tablets, 
Continued on Page 3 

read and shared widely throughout 
the dive community.  

   Website technology has helped put 

LABUE into the fast lane of the infor-
mation super highway brining the 

world to our doorstep, and LABUE to 
the world.  Four years ago, LABUE 

introduced a new and improved LA-
BUE website (www.labue.org) with 

features and expanded content too 

large for our newsletter. The website 
has also proven to be very function-

al, serving as a useful tool allowing 
all LABUE members to easily vote in 

club elections and our annual Photo 

Contest.  Francois Desamours contin-
ues serve as our webmaster and 

technical expert working closely with 
or website editor Steve Scruggs to 

keep the website updated with new 
and interesting content. 

   LABUE’s Facebook page enhances 

all the informational benefits of our 
website and our monthly newsletter 

by making our club even more acces-
sible to the world and providing an 

interactive communications tool fa-

vored by the younger demographic 
that we are trying to reach.  To find 

   Link up with LABUE!  LABUE is 

embracing Social Media as an essential 
way of serving our mission of Expand-
ing the Knowledge and Enjoyment of 
SCUBA Diving in our community.  

Debora Ewing and Sharlene Johnson 

continue to work tireless to ensure 
that our monthly newsletter, LABUE 
News, sets the standard for dive club 
newsletters, featuring colorful photos, 

entertaining and informative articles, 
as well as updates on LABUE activities.  

LABUE News is emailed monthly and is 

cluding armed cargo ships, huge 
tankers, small destroyers, a subma-

rine, and several planes on the tran-

quil ocean floor of Truk Lagoon. 
These WWII wrecks are scattered 

across 77 square miles. The density 
of WWII wrecks is unmatched in the 

world. There is excellent wreck diving 
waters from meters (50-130 ft.), no 

need to go deep! But those who love 

deeper wreck diving will get their 
thrills for sure. All is available in Truk!  

A decompression chamber is located 
on the main island in Weno.   

   In the nearly 60 years since most 

of the ships sank, their decks and 
sides have been transformed into 

vibrant coral reefs. The lagoon itself 
is large enough that strong and con-

stant currents carry the nutrients re-
quired for healthy fish life from the 

scattered islands through the large 

channels and out to sea. Many of the 
wrecks were sunk in or near these 

channels resulting in a wide variety of 

marine life thriving around the 
wrecks, so consequently, there are 

over 300 varieties of hard and soft 
corals there. Often overlooked are the 

outer reefs where a great variety of 
fish, both pelagic and reef dwelling, 

venture near cascading coral walls 

that stretch into the blue abyss of the 
Pacific Ocean.  Some of the best 

wreck dive sites include: 
   The Fujikawa Maru: Whether 

your interest is in artifacts or marine 

life this wreck has it. An abundant 
growth of soft & hard corals, anemo-

nes, & crinoids make the ship & par-
ticularly the bow & stern guns very 

photogenic. All the holds contain car-
go but a unique attraction lays in hold 

 Continued on Page 3 

http://www.labue.org
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President’s Message 
Continued from Page 2 

and content that can be shared easi-
ly across a variety of social media 

channels.  As the Internet has be-

come more social, blogs have 
gained in popularity. Today, there 

are over 100 million blogs with more 
being created every day. Joe Win-

dolph is our Blog Administrator and 
has created a “trial” blog for us to 

test and comment on. You are able 

to view and test the LABUE Blog 
at http://www.meetup.com/

labuedivers/ . 
   2014 is an election year for 

LABUE, with LABUE Officer and LA-

BUE Board of Directors positions to 
be determined next Fall.  If you are 

interested in determining the direc-
tion and future growth of LABUE, I 

invite you to seriously consider run-
ning for an officer or board position 

during next Fall’s elections.  If you 

are interested in lending your labor, 
experience, or organizational skills 

to LABUE on any of our committees, 
your participation would be more 

than welcomed.  If you would like to 

recommend an activity or event that 
would benefit the community, our 

members, or help fulfill our 2014 
mission, please share your ideas it 

with me or one of the Board mem-

bers.  We value your recommenda-
tions.  Give me a call or send me an 

email (labue@sbcglobal.net) to 
share your ideas and thoughts on 

how to make LABUE a better dive 
club and to let me know how you 

can help us in these efforts. 

Diving Truk Lagoon 
Continued from page 2  
 

#2 revealing five relatively un-

touched and intact Zero fighter 
planes. 

   Shinkoku Maru: Lots of soft cor-

als adorn this wreck. The engine 
room is accessible through the torpe-

do hole on the Port Side. Both bow 
and stern guns are intact and heavily 

encrusted with life. Inside the super-

structure is a sick bay with operating 
table. Elsewhere bottles, loading hos-

es and the telegraphs remain in the 
bridge.  

   Sankisan Maru: The Sankisan's 

aft had a huge amount of damage 
but the stern is upright and sits 200m 

away from the rest of the ship. In the 
forward holds are thousands of bul-

lets, a variety of truck chassis, ma-
chine guns, aircraft engines and pro-

pellers.  

   Yamagiri Maru: This wreck is 
famous for the huge 14in shells in 

the aft hold. Also inside is a steam-
roller, construction material and ships 

propeller.  The bridge and pilot house 

make for a nice penetration dive.  
   Truk Lagoon is truly special and it 

is probably the easiest tropical WW II 
wreck diving in the world. Spots are 

still available for you to join LABUE 
on our upcoming Palau-Truk dive 

adventure. It is a trip that can’t be 

missed! Contact labue@sbcglobal.net 
for more information. 

http://www.meetup.com/labuedivers/
http://www.meetup.com/labuedivers/
mailto:ricere2004@yahoo.com
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   I must say that I enjoyed the dive 
and the morning with my LABUE 

Buddy's so much that they have in-
spired me to participate in a Catalina 

Island trip with them very, soon.  I 
want to tell you that if this 74 year 

old man can do a beach dive with 

my LABUE Buddy's, WHY CAN'T 
YOU?  What’s holding all you young 

divers back?  Come on and dive with 
us.  

BOAT DIVING? 
If you decide to sign up for a boat 
dive and you want a LABUE dive 

buddy, please contact DonCosta 

Seawell at 909-593-1877 or don-
costa1@msn.com with your trip de-

tails and he will convey that infor-
mation to the club so that anyone 

who desires to join you will be 
aware. 

April Newsletter Correction  
 

The above April Newsletter “Photo 

of the Month” taken by Miles Maxey  

of the Kapali Malaysiaon sunset 

was the winning photograph for the 
SURFACE CATEGORY of the LABUE 

Photo Contest.  We apologize for 

any confusion this misprint in the 
Photo Contest article on page 4 may 

have caused.    

   What a glorious day!  How can I 

say that?  The day started out with 
great sunshine and the ocean re-

sponded with low swells (2-3ft) and 
very little surge underwater. 

   Four divers came prepared to dive 

and to enjoy all that the moment 
would provide.  Pam, (Mike Dillard’s 

girlfriend and Richard Rice provided 
beach support, and what support did 

they give!  Pam went and got meter 
change for Joe and Richard helped 

in so many ways.  

   The divers were JOE WINDOLPH, 
RANDY TILLERY; MIKE DILLARD; 

and I. 
We had an abbreviated briefing and 

then suited up.  We all entered the 

water with no mishaps while Richard 
took pictures of our entries. 

   On our cruise down the canyon, 
we encountered a number of inter-

esting sites. First, we came across 
this very large Crab who I will refer 

to as OSCAR. I call him that because 

he looked exactly like the crab I met 
years’ back when I was teaching and 

I named him Oscar to humor my 
students.  Do you remember that 

crab Debora?  Any way Randy 

picked the crab up and toyed with it 
for a few seconds.  We continued on 

and encountered another medium 
size crab.  

   Further on as we traveled, I no-

ticed a small fish using an empty 
shell for a home. I pointed this out 

to Joe who in turn got the other di-
vers attention.  Joe later picked up a 

squid egg and showed to us. Later I 
saw an orange colored anemone and 

I showed this to the guys. 

   We leveled off at 80ft and looked 
around for a while.  As we started 

our return to shore, we could identi-
fy the ripples in the sand that aided 

us in our navigation.  Also the Sand 

Dollars were aligned as usual in line 
with the swells going and coming to 

shore. 
   We stayed under water all the 

back in to a depth of about 12ft.  
Coming out of the water, Richard 

began taking more pictures and 

helped with other things. 

Member’s Corner: Diving Redondo Beach 
BY LAMONT JOHNSON 

 

DIVER NEWS 

Know of any member  

Certification announcements?   
Please notify Debora Ewing at  

dewing@proskauer.com 

New and Renewing Members 

Sharlene Johnson 
Johnnie Davis 

Lamont Johnson 
Bettye Linares  

George Linares 

Beverley Pyne 
Pat Williams 

Lori Atwater      
~~~ 

mailto:doncosta1@msn.com
mailto:dewing@proskauer.com


 

 

 CHECK OUT THE 
LABUE STORE 

 
Look great on the boat or 
beach with official LABUE 
apparel including T-shirts, 
Polo Shirts, and Baseball 
Caps.  
T-shirts and Baseball 
Caps are in stock and are 
available in most sizes at 
$20 each.   Check out the 
L A B U E  S t o r e  a t 
www.labue.org to place 
your order, or you may  
purchase items at the 
monthly membership 
meeting. 

~~~ 

Above long and short sleeve 

t-shirts have the same 
front/back design layout!  

Our hats and polo shirts are  

beautifully embroidered! 
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SEAHORSE SIGHTINGS 
APPLICATION 
 

They are rare, elusive and many 
seahorses are believed to be endan-

gered. It is always a treat for LABUE 
divers to spot and photograph  

these unique creatures  when we 

dive on our warm water dive trips 
around the world.  However; scien-

tists, for the most part, lack the nec-
essary data to keep track of the esti-

mated 48 species of seahorses. Ma-

rine conservation organization Pro-
ject Seahorse has launched a new 

application called iSeahorse Ex-
plore, which allows diver to report 

sightings; iSeahorse Explore is 
currently only available for iPhone, 

iPad and iPod Touch.  For more in-

formation on how we can help these 
exotic creatures visit their website 

www.iseahorse.org. 

   Don’t miss the Scuba Show -   

June 7th and 8th, 2014. 
   The 27th Annual SCUBA SHOW 

will take place June 7-8th at the 
Long Beach Convention Center.  

This is the largest SCUBA Expo in 

the country and this year’s event will 
feature over 230 exhibitors situated 

in over 76,000 sq. ft. of exhibit 
space.  The SCUBA SHOW will fea-

ture new and revolutionary dive 
gear, representatives from dive re-

sorts and live-aboards, photo and 

video exhibits and dozens of equip-
ment dealers and manufacturer rep-

resentatives. 
   In addition, dive experts will pre-

sent detailed information on marine 

life, history, scuba travel, ship-
wrecks, photography and video 

techniques, dive medicine, dive safe-
ty and more.  A continuous film fes-

tival will feature a nonstop showing 
of stunning marine imagery contrib-

uted by top professional videogra-

phers and talented enthusiasts from 
all over the world.  Prize Drawings 

totaling in excess of $24,000 will be 
held each hour for your chance to 

win dive equipment and dive trips to 

destinations around the world.  
   Tickets are available online at 

www.ScubaShow.com or at the Long 
Beach convention Center.  LABUE is 

offering discount capons for $2 off 

the regular $12 ticket price for this 
annual event. You can pick up your 

discount coupon at the April or May 
LABUE Membership Meeting or by 

contacting labue@sbcglobal.net. 

2014 Scuba Show 
June 7-8, 2014 

A T B O Y F T E C M 

G R O L O B S T E R 

L U E B S P H Z L M 

U K X D T J O E U I 

G L P I O K W E F V 

O A R D B N L S D E 

O G F I U A D R A S 

M O H V B U I O E L 

G O K I A L D H R O 

N N L N W O S A D O 

W I E G H C A E B P 

E L A A B U C S A N 

LABUE WORD-SEARCH 
 

TRUK LAGOON 

REDONDO 
BEACH 

SEAHORSE 

DIVING 
       LOBSTER 

               SCUBA 
          SHOW  

http://www.labue.org
http://www.iseahorse.org
http://www.ScubaShow.com


 

 

LABUE Warm-Water 

Trip 

To Palau and Truk Lagoon 

September 14, 2014 through September 28, 2014 

 

 

Join LABUE for the dive vacation of a lifetime to the Micronesian islands of Palau and Truk Lagoon 
featuring the best wreck diving some of the most varied and dazzling marine life in the world.  
 
The base trip includes seven (7) days in Palau at the Paradise Hotel, diving, airport transfers, com-
plimentary breakfast, and taxes.  Dive permits, green fees, and departure fees are also included in 
the quoted prices.  The base trip is open to divers and non-divers, with provision for single and 
double occupancy.  Participants may extend the Palau base trip if they wish. 
   

The optional trip for divers only includes four (4), five (5), or seven (7) days in Truk at the Blue La-
goon Resort, diving, transfers and taxes.  Dive permits, and departure fees are also included in the 
quoted prices, with provision for single and double occupancy.   
 
The Palau and Truk trips can be done individually, or they can be combined; first to Palau and 
then on to Truk for either four, five or seven days.  For the base trip to Palau, a $400 deposit is 
due by February 28, 2014; a $600 payment is due by April 30, 2014; the balance is due by July 31, 
2014.  For the combined Palau-Truk trip, a $500 deposit is due by February 28, 2014; a $700 pay-
ment is due by March 31, 2014; a $700 payment is due by May 31, 2014, and the balance is due 
by July 31, 2014.. 
 
 

        
              Viewing Palau from the air               WWII wreck in Truk Lagoon  Sea creatures in one of the Palau sites 

 

Airfare is not included, but it is possible to get quotes for a group of 10 or more.   
Otherwise, each participant will have to arrange his/her airfare individually. 

 
Contact: The Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) for more information at: 

  P. O. Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 or info@labue.org 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 

Directions 
The Natural History Museum is located in 

Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boule-

vard between Vermont Avenue and 
Figueroa Street. 

 
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take 

the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and 
head west towards Vermont Avenue.  

Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.  

Make a left into Exposition Park  
Lot 3. 

 
Please visit the Museum website for more 

information at www.nhm.org. 

Meetings 

The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 

Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

 $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

 $30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 

(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 

download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 

our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2014 
May 7, 2014 -- Chamber Evening - Aquarium of the Pacific 

May13, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 
May 27, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

June 7-8, 2014 -- Scuba Show - Long Beach Convention Center 
June 10, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM  

June 24, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

September 14 - September 28, 2014 -- Club Trip to Palau and Truk Lagoon 
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Parking Lot - East side of  

Bill Robertson Lane  
 

Entrance at South West corner of the 
building.  Look for the security guard 

shed behind covered chain-link fence. 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive               
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events & Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

 
Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 



 

 

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009 

(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year _______ 

 

General Information: 
Name:         Birthdate:    

Address:             

City:       State:   Zip:    

Day Phone:     Evening Phone:      

Fax:      Referred By:       

E-Mail:              

Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        

 

Certification Information: 
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________  

Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐  Beach ☐  Boat ☐ 

 

Certification Agency(s):  
            

            

 

Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives  ☐ Boat Dives     ☐ Warm Water Dives  

 

Membership Category: 

Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $45.00 ☐ for Family Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual $450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family  

 

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 

 

WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Un-

derwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I will be vol-

untarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving 

and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my mem-

bership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising 

out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also agree to release, indemni-

fy and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from any and all liability arising out of 

or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I further agree that this release and 

indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of 

California.  I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of 

my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.  

 

 

Signature:     Date:      


