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March is Member Appreciation Month. Join us on Tuesday, March 8th for our General 
Membership meeting and annual Member Appreciation festivities. We will be offering 

some tasty meeting refreshments and door prizes, along with LABUE updates and friendly 

member fellowship. If you have not yet renewed your 2016 LABUE membership, now is 
the time. Renewing members in attendance and members bringing one or more guests 

will be eligible for special prize drawings. We look forward to seeing you all. Join our LA-
BUE Meetup Group dive community at www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/ to stay up-to-

date on 2016 LABUE dives and activities.  
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BY: RICHARD RICE 
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over the last several years. A recent 
NABS survey identified that about 

80% of current NABS members are 

over the age of 60, which is also fairly 
reflective of LABUE membership. The 

importance of this issue is made crys-
tal clear in an article shared with me 

by Dr. Jose Jones, co-founder of 
NABS, at the 25th Annual NABS Dive 

Summit in Maui, Hawaii last Novem-

ber.  The article published by The Un-
dersea Journal last year discusses 

generational shifts in the SCUBA diving 
industry.  Its primary conclusion was 

that those organizations involved in 

SCUBA diving must embrace the new 
core generation of divers representing 

those between the ages of 18 and 34 
years of age, commonly known as Mil-

lenials.  The implications are sobering; 
unless LABUE actively recruits younger 

divers as members and welcomes 

them into leadership roles, LABUE and 
other NABS clubs across the country 

are doomed to extinction in the near 
future.  Dive industry data show that 

Continued on page 3 

to our members, past and present, 
and focus on introducing LABUE to 

potential future members. 

    LABUE has been instrumental in 
promoting the sport of SCUBA in our 

community and offering a welcoming 
home for the hundreds of divers and 

friends involved with us since LABUE 
was formed.  As I have consistently 

emphasized since becoming LABUE 

President in 2010, my personal focus 
continues to be building a younger 

active membership and developing 
new leadership to perpetuate LABUE 

as our older members and club lead-

ers become less active or unable to 
dive.  This is absolutely crucial to the 

future existence of LABUE and 
growth of the sport of SCUBA diving 

in our community.  This focus will 
become more critical as each year 

passes.  

   Recruitment of younger members 
has been an ongoing topic of some 

very active discussions at our recent 
LABUE General Membership Meetings 

as well as NABS Presidents Meetings 

   We will be celebrating LABUE mem-

bership at our Annual Membership 
Appreciation General Meeting on 

March 8th.  As LABUE approaches its 
25th Anniversary, I would like to ex-

press my thanks and appreciation to 

LABUE members for the essential role 
they have played over the years in 

making us widely recognized as one of 
the top African-American SCUBA div-

ing clubs in the country. Throughout 
the month of March, we will reach out 

Support the Catalina Hyperbaric 
Chamber!  Contact us at la-

bue@sbcglobal.net for ticket infor-

mation.  

BOAT DIVING? 
If you decide to sign up for a boat 
dive and you want a LABUE dive 

buddy, please contact DonCosta 

Seawell at 909-593-1877 or don-
costa1@msn.com with your trip 

details and he will convey that in-
formation to the club so that any-

one who desires to join you will be 
aware. 

DON’T DELAY RENEW YOUR  
2016 LABUE  

MEMBERSHIP TODAY 

Renew your 2016 LABUE membership 
and take advantage of member bene-

fits including scheduled beach dives, 
discounted boat dives, economical 

warm water dive vacations, prize raf-
fles, $10 in LABUE Bucks, and dis-

counts on events including the upcom-

ing Chamber Evening at the Aquarium 
of the Pacific and the SCUBA Show at 

the Long Beach Convention Center. 
Just complete the attached Member-

ship Application and forward it to LA-

BUE, PO Box 90069, LA 90009, along 
with your annual dues of $30 ($45 for 

Family Memberships).  
  You may also renew on PayPal at 

paypal_membership@labue.org.  Keep 
up with all of our 2016 events and 

dive activities by joining our Meetup 

G roup  a t  www.mee tup . com/
LABUEDIVERS/. 

Save the date for 2016 Chamber Day/

Evening events taking place on 
Wednesday May 4th.  LABUE will 

again be sponsoring a table for Cham-
ber Evening being held at the Aquari-

um of the Pacific in Long Beach from 

7pm to 10:30pm.  This exciting even-
ing features a fully catered dinner as 

well as access to all of the aquarium’s 
exhibits and attractions.  Thousands of 

dollars in valuable door prizes will be 
raffled off including regulators, dive 

computers, buoyancy compensators, 

cameras, wet suits, mask & fins, and 
other dive related gear.  In addition to 

the Chamber Evening event at the 
Aquarium of the Pacific, So Cal’s finest 

dive boats donate their services for 

the day for those who wish to support 
the Chamber and enjoy some diving. 

Your participation in any or all of the 
facets of Chamber Day/Evening will 

help to ensure our Chamber’s future. 

mailto:doncosta1@msn.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Continued from page 2 

the percentage of the US population 
participating in SCUBA diving over 

the last decade has been fairly con-

stant at about 3 million people, or 
about 1% of the population.  The 

eye opener however is reflected in 
the graph, representing the percent-

age of the US population participat-
ing in SCUBA by age group, showing 

small and rapidly declining Baby 

Boomer and Gen X participation; and 
large and rapidly increasing Millineal 

participation at over 70%.   
   While LABUE needs to continue to 

serve our current Baby Boomer and 

Gen X membership base, we need to 
do a better job recognizing and ca-

tering to the needs of the Millineal 
generation if we are to survive as a 

club.  In previous issues of the LA-
BUE News, I have outlined LABUE’s 

strategies to address this issue in-

cluding expanding our outreach to 
Millenials using social medial, spon-

soring free Discover SCUBA, offering 
LABUE SCUBA Certification Scholar-

ships, as well as, promoting an active 

beach dive schedule providing low 
cost dive opportunities that appeal to 

Millenials.  In addition, LABUE has 
been an active participant in NABS 

Presidents Meetings and as part of 

the NABS Presidents Facebook group 

advocating recognition of this issue 
and development effective Millineal 

recruitment strategies. 
Do you have any thoughts on this crit-

ical topic?  Do you have any sugges-

tions to help LABUE address this issue 
and expand our outreach to Millenials?  

You are invited to join the conversa-
tion and your comments are encour-

aged. Contact me at la-
bue@sbcglobal.net . 

   If you are interested in lending your 

labor, experience, or organizational 
skills to LABUE on any of our commit-

tees, your participation would be more 
than welcomed.  If you would like to 

recommend an activity or event that 

would benefit the community, our 
members, or help fulfill our 2016 mis-

sion, please share your ideas it with 
me or one of the Board members.  We 

value your recommendations.  Give 
me a call or send me an email 

(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your 

ideas and thoughts on how to make 
LABUE a better dive club and to let me 

know how you can help us in these 
efforts. 

LABUE OFFERS  
FREE DISCOVER SCUBA  

MARCH 26th  
LABUE will be offering a FREE Dis-

cover SCUBA class to LABUE Mem-
bers, LABUE Meetup Group Mem-

bers, and those they refer for our 
March 26th session at the Pacific 

Wilderness dive shop in San Pedro.  
Discover SCUBA is designed to intro-

duce those interested to the exciting 

sport of SCUBA diving.  Participants 
will learn about SCUBA during a brief 

classroom session followed by the 
opportunity try out SCUBA equip-

ment on an optional shallow dive in 

a swimming pool under the close 
supervision of a dive instructor. Get 

the word out to your friends, rela-
tives, and co-workers that they are 

invited to participate in one of LA-
BUE’s most popular community out-

reach activities.  Space to the FREE 

March 26th session is limited and 
advance registration is required to 

participate. A refundable $20 deposit 
is required to reserve a spot. For 

additional details and registration 

information, email LABUE at la-
bue@sbcglobal.net or call George 

Linares at 661 729-6626.  



 

 

 CHECK OUT THE 
LABUE STORE 

 
Look great on the boat or 
beach with official LABUE 
apparel including T-shirts, 
Polo Shirts, and Baseball 
Caps. T-shirts and Base-
ball Caps are in stock and 
are available in most sizes 
at $20 each.   Check out 
the LABUE Store at 
www.labue.org to place 
your order, or you may  
purchase items at the 
monthly membership 
meeting. 

~~~ 

Above long and short sleeve 

t-shirts have the same 
front/back design layout!  

Our hats and polo shirts are  

beautifully embroidered! 

DIVER NEWS 
LABUE would like to recognize 

the following Lifetime Members: 
 
Quinal Johnson 
Sonny Hill 
Jay Morgan 
Lori Morrish 
Christopher Ricks 
DonCosta Seawell 
SoneSeere Wilson 
Roderic Buck 

 

~~~ 
Know of any member  

Certification announcements?   

Please notify Debora Ewing at  

dewing@proskauer.com 

~~~ 
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DIVE COMPUTER RECALL 
http://www.scubapro.com/media/502420/cpsc_joint_release.pdf 

Name of Product: Galileo Luna and Sol Dive Computers 
 

Hazard: A short circuit allows the dive computer’s screen to freeze or display 

inaccurate information, posing a risk of serious injury to a diver underwater, 

including decompression sickness.         
 

Remedy: Replace 

Consumers should immediately stop using the recalled dive computers and 

contact SCUBAPRO to arrange for a free replacement dive computer. 

Consumer Contact: Scubapro at 800-790-3757 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. PT Mon-

day through Friday or online at www.scubapro.com and click on “Galileo Re-

call” for more information.  
 

Recall Details: 

Units: About 1,500 
 

Description: The recall includes the 2015 models of UWATEC Galileo Luna 

and Sol dive computers. Only dive computers with the following serial num-

bers are included in the recall: 

Galileo LUNA dive computers have serial numbers 150422 0058 001 to 

150903 0338 005 and Galileo SOL dive computers have serial numbers 

150423 0202 001 to 150921 0001 005. The serial number is stamped on the 

back of the computer and printed on a label on the product packaging.  
 

Incidents/Injuries: Scubapro has received three reports of the dive com-

puter screens freezing. No injuries have been reported.  
 

Sold at: Authorized Scubapro dealers nationwide from May 2015 through 

January 2016 for between $700 and $1,200. 
 

Importer: Johnson Outdoors Diving LLC, of El Cajon, Calif. 
 

Manufactured in: Indonesia 

http://www.labue.org
mailto:dewing@proskauer.com


 

 

Scuba diving is something to be shared and the  

Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers 
would like to introduce you to … 

This DISCOVER SCUBA Program is designed to briefly  introduce individuals to a new 
world and to help prepare non-divers for a dive training certification program (this is 
not a certification program).   Certified divers will be available to answer questions 
and provide support throughout the entire Program.  Featured components are: 

 
 Introduction to the world of S C U B A and equipment review 

 (optional) Pool session with certified divers (bring swimsuit, drying towel) 
 (optional) dive shop tour  

 

WHEN:  Saturday, March 26, 2016 @ 9:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. 
WHERE:  PACIFIC WILDERNESS 1719 So Pacific Ave.; San Pedro 90731  

COST:  FREE to LABUE Members, LABUE Meetup Group Members and referrals. 
Refundable $20.00 advance deposit is required to register 

To sign-up call George Linares at 661 729 6626   



 

 

 

 

 
 

The LABUE Board is pleased to announce that the Caribbean island of Saba 
has been selected for our 2016 Warm Water Dive Vacation, November 13-20, 
2016! Never heard of Saba?  LABUE has never traveled to Saba and many di-
vers are not familiar with this unique Caribbean destination. Saba is known as 
the "Unspoiled Queen of the Caribbean" and offers unquestionably the best 
world-class SCUBA diving in the Caribbean. Learn a little about Saba and you 
will understand why Saba is like no other Caribbean destination. Check out the 
following for a taste of what you will experience in Saba:  
 

Saba Tourism Board website: www.sabatourism.com  
Saba Videos: www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D8wOkc42Zs  and  

www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dgj8LDu7iuQ  
 

 
 

    

LABUE’s 2016 Warm Water Dive Vacation SABA 

“Unspoiled Queen of the Caribbean” 

November 13 – 20, 2016 

DATES: November 13 – 20, 2016 

DIVER COST: $1400.00 Including hotel (double occupancy)+ferry to Saba+some meals + dive package (11 dives).  

NON-DIVER COST: $750.00 Including hotel (double occupancy) + ferry to Saba+ some meals. 

DEPOSIT: $200.00 

CONTACT: labue @sbcglobal.net 

http://www.sabatourism.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D8wOkc42Zs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dgj8LDu7iuQ


 

 

 

 
 

LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS 

 

 SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  
 

PURPOSE: In agreement with and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the Knowledge and 

Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Discover Scuba Program and 

Open Water I  SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships 

(Charles Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship) are 

named for two long time club members who exemplified consistent dedication and support of 

LABUE, and love of the sport of SCUBA Diving. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS: 
  

Discover Scuba - Up to ten (10) LABUE Discover Scuba Program Scholarships may be awarded 

each year in the form of refund of  the paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and comple-

tion of a scheduled LABUE Discover Scuba class. 

 

Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (2) Open Water I SCUBA Certification Schol-

arships may be awarded each year in the form of reimbursement of costs, up to $400, for suc-

cessful completion of a recognized Open Water I SCUBA certification course offered by any quali-

fied dive shop or SCUBA instructor. The scholarships also include a one year LABUE membership. 

 

AWARD ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible for the Discover Scuba Program scholarships include 

selected members of the general public as determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. This 

may include individuals as well as members of organizations including schools, scouting pro-

grams, sports clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations, etc..  

Those eligible to apply for the Open Water I Certification scholarships include paid LABUE 

Members who are not SCUBA certified; and family members of paid LABUE Members (including 

spouses, children, parents, siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of 

the general public who have completed any recent or past LABUE Discover Scuba Program are 

also eligible. 

 

AWARD REQUIREMENTS:  Requirements for award of the Discover Scuba Program Schol-

arships will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors.  Applicants for the Open Water I 

Certification Scholarships must have completed their Open Water I certification during the 

same calendar year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate their efforts 

to support LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced by any of the 

following: 

 

 Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities 

 Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee 

 Contribution of photos, articles, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News newslet-

ter, LABUE website, LABUE Facebook page, LABUE Blog, or other media. 

 Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or other 

related marine topics including biology, marine ecology, marine technology; or historical top-

ics related to diving such as WWII wreck dive sites or the search for sunken slave ships. 



 

 

Meetings 

The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 

Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

 $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

 $30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 

(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Daphne King 
(323) 819-8456 
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2016 
March 8, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 
March 22, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

March 26, 2016 -- Discover Scuba I - Pacific Wilderness Dive Shop 

April 12, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 
April 26, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

May 4, 2016 -- Chamber Evening - Aquarium of the Pacific  
May 10, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 

May 24, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

July 30, 2016 -- Discover Scuba II - Pacific Wilderness Dive Shop 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)  
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive  
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events & Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

 
Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 

download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 

our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  
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NEW MEETING LOCATION! 
Due to construction in the museum, we 
will be meeting in the Education Class-

room on the 2nd floor.  See the attached 
map for directions from the parking lot. 

 

- Members should park at the bottom of 
the ramp leading to our below ground lev-

el of the car park.  
- There is a green wall at the bottom of 

the ramp.  On the right side of the wall is 

a door.  Go through the door.  The outside 
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.  

- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the 
glass entrance pavilion on the ground lev-

el, and turn right at the far edge of the 
pavilion.  There is a ground level door go-

ing into the museum. Go in. 

- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.  
Take either one to the 2nd floor. 

- Turn right after you get out of the eleva-
tor. 

- Turn right at the T-intersection.  The 

Dino lab is on the left. 
- Go through the double doors into the 

Education department and walk straight 
ahead. 

- The door to the Education Classroom will 

be on your left. 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year 2016 

 
General Information: 
Name:         Birthdate:    
Address:             
City:       State:   Zip:    
Day Phone:     Evening Phone:      
Fax:      Referred By:       
E-Mail:              
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        
 
Certification Information: 
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________  

Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐  Beach ☐  Boat ☐ 

 
Certification Agency:        
 
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives    ☐ Boat Dives  ☐ Warm Water Dives  
 

Membership Category: 

Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $45.00 ☐ for Family Membership  ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual  $450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family  

 
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 
 
WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black 
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I will 
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scu-
ba diving and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application 
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property 
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also 
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from 
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I 
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as 
is permitted by the laws of the State of California.  I have carefully read this release and fully 
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its 
significance.  
 
 
Signature:     Date:      


