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IT’S MEMBER APPRECIATION MONTH
March is Member Appreciation Month. Join us on Tuesday, March 10, 2015, for our General Membership meeting and annual Member Appreciation festivities. We will be offering
some tasty meeting refreshments and door prizes, along with LABUE updates and friendly
member fellowship. Catch up with old friends and meet new members. If you have not
yet renewed your 2015 LABUE membership, now is the time. Renewing members in attendance will be eligible for a prize drawing at the meeting and will receive $10 in LABUE
Bucks. In addition, members bringing one or more guests will be eligible for a special
prize drawing. We look forward to seeing you all.
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LABUE’s “Best of the Caribbean” Dive Cruise Vacation

V O LU M E 2 0 , I S S U E 3

BY RANDY TILLERY

LABUE announced its “Best of the
Caribbean” Dive-Royal Caribbean
Cruise Vacation in December. Since
then, we have booked over 25 staterooms for what may be our most popular Warm Water Dive Vacation ever;
combining the best diving in the Caribbean with the luxurious accommodations of Royal Caribbean’s Adventure of the Seas cruise ship. Our travel dates are October 17-24, 2015. We
are departing from and returning to
San Juan, Puerto Rico. The ports of
call offer plenty of sightseeing and
activities for non-divers as well as
divers and include St. Croix (USVI),
St. Maarten, Antigua, St. Lucia, and
Barbados. That’s right, some of the
best islands of the Caribbean. Dive
sites will include locations such as
Carlisle Bay Marine Reserve
(Barbados), The Pitons (St. Lucia),

and Buck Island Marine Reserve (St.
Croix), just to name a few. The diving
package
price is $600 per
person and includes two tank
dives at each
port of call. The
discounted Royal
Caribbean
cabin rates include
seven
nights
accommodations,
all
meals,
entertainment, taxes,
and fees. Prices
are subject to
change so look
for more information on LABUE’s Facebook page or
contact LABUE Trip Coordinator

Randy Tillery at rtillry@gmail.com for
the latest rates.

one of the top African-American SCUBA diving clubs in the country and
2011 NABS Club of the Year. Our
Member Appreciation meeting also
provides you with the opportunity to
introduce others to LABUE by inviting
them to learn about LABUE while
socializing with other members at a
fun meeting. The meeting will feature great refreshments as well as
activities including games, raffles,
and prizes. It will also be an excellent opportunity for you to renew
your membership for 2015 and receive $10.00 in “LABUE Bucks”, good
for credit towards any LABUE activity, our upcoming “Best of the Caribbean” Dive-Royal Caribbean Cruise
Vacation, or for LABUE merchandise.
Bring a guest to join in the fun and
you will be eligible for a special door
prize drawing.
March is a good time to start getting ready for some great Spring and
Summer diving activities including
our regular Beach Dives, Boat Dives,
Dive Vacation, Catalina Weekend,
and our Dive-Camping weekend.
You can start getting in shape while

sharpening your dive skills by joining
us on our next Beach Dive. Now is
also a good time to make sure your
dive gear is in good working order by
taking your BC, regulator, Dive Computer, and tank in for a professional
annual inspection. Don’t forget to inspect the seals on your UW camera/
housing; you really don’t want a flooded camera.
What part can you do to help LABUE’s succeed in 2015 and beyond?
In addition to sharing the sport of
SCUBA diving with others, we need
help on all of our standing committees
and your participation is the best way
for you to have a direct impact on the
current and future direction and success of the club. A list of the LABUE
Committees and Chairperson contact
information is included in each LABUE
News issue. In addition, LABUE News
Editor Debora Ewing is always looking
for interesting stories and informative
articles for publication in the LABUE
News. You are invited to share your
stories, knowledge, and experiences
with us at labue@sbcglobal.net . We

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY: RICHARD RICE

LABUE will be celebrating March
with our annual Member Appreciation
General Meeting to be held on March
10th at our new location at the Natural History Museum’s 2nd floor Education Classroom.
Throughout the
month of March, we try to re-connect
with LABUE members past and present, and introduce LABUE to potential
future members. Member Appreciation provides an opportunity for us to
recognize and thank LABUE members
for the essential role they have played
in making LABUE widely recognized as

Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

encourage you to support your dedicated LABUE Officers and Board of
Directors with your active participation in LABUE. If you are interested
in lending your labor, experience, or
organizational skills to LABUE on any
of our committees, your participation
would be more than welcomed. If
you would like to recommend an activity or event that would benefit the
community, our members, or help
fulfill our 2015 mission, please share
your ideas it with me or one of the
Board members. We value your recommendations. Give me a call or
send
me
an
email
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your
ideas and thoughts on how to make
LABUE a better dive club and to let
me know how you can help us in
these efforts.

LABUE “Night at the
Museum”

No, it’s not the movie! LABUE

members and guests are invited to
join us and our museum sponsor,
Leslie Harris, for another extraordinary evening at the Natural History Museum in March. Everyone will
have the opportunity to participate in
an escorted tour and photo shoot in
selected museum exhibit halls. Plan
to meet at the Natural History Museum’s 2nd floor Learning
Classroom at 7:30pm for
a brief introduction and
then we will spend the
rest of the evening in
the
museum
galleries. This is a very
special and unique
opportunity that is
normally not available to the general
public.
Watch your
email for the date in
March and bring your
camera and join us for
this
exciting
experience. Contact LABUE
labue@sbcglobal.net if
you have any questions
regarding this event.

CALIFORNIA
SCIENCE
CENTER MARINE HABITAT
TOUR MARCH 14TH
Join LABUE for a special tour of the
California
Science
Center’s
(Exposition Park) marine habitat on
March 14th at 10am. The event will
include a behind the scenes tour and
review of the CSC’s volunteer dive
program. Interested divers will learn
about the volunteer SCUBA diving
opportunities available at the CSC.
Certified Diver Volunteers assist staff
with the daily maintenance of the
CSC’s 188,000 gallon kelp tank, feed
aquatic animals and participate in
dive shows for guests. Dive certification by a recognized training organization, with a minimum of 20 logged
dives, in addition to successful completion of dive physical and dive &
swim assessments, are required to
participate in the program. Participants receive a number of benefits
for volunteering including valuable
training and the opportunity to become a certified Scientific Diver qualified to participate in government
sponsored ocean based projects
throughout the US. Contact us at
labue@sbcglobal.net for additional
details and to obtain free parking for
this event.

CHECK OUT THE
LABUE STORE

Our hats and polo shirts are
beautifully embroidered!

Above long and short sleeve
t-shirts have the same
front/back design layout!
~~~

Look great on the boat or
beach with official LABUE
apparel including T-shirts,
Polo Shirts, and Baseball
Caps.
T-shirts
and
Baseball
Caps are in stock and are
available in most sizes at
$20 each. Check out the
LABUE
Store
at
www.labue.org to place
your order, or you may
purchase items at the
monthly
membership
meeting.
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FIRST ANNUAL EASTER
EGG HUNT BEACH DIVE
Plan on joining LABUE for our first
Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Fisherman’s Cove in Laguna on Saturday,
April 4th. Diver’s that find the most
eggs will win prizes. So join us for
some great diving and some fun.
Dive briefing at 9 a.m. at the top of
the stairs leading to the cove. For
more details regarding this event
refer to our Meetup page at http://
www.meetup.com/labuedivers or
contact Joe at 626-539-5636. Hope
to see you there.

SAVE THE
DATE FOR
CHAMBER
EVENING MAY 6,
2015
Save the date for 2015 Chamber
Day/Evening events taking place on
Wednesday May 6th. LABUE will
again be sponsoring a table for
Chamber Evening being held at the
Aquarium of the Pacific in Long
Beach from 7pm to 10:30pm. This
exciting evening features a fully catered dinner as well as access to all
of the aquarium’s exhibits and attractions. Thousands of dollars in valuable door prizes will be raffled off including regulators, dive computers,
buoyancy compensators, cameras,
wet suits, mask & fins, and other
dive related gear. In addition to the
Chamber Evening event at the
Aquarium of the Pacific, So Cal’s finest dive boats donate their services
for the day for those who wish to
support the Chamber and enjoy
some diving. Your participation in
any or all of the facets of Chamber
Day/Evening will help to ensure our
Chamber’s future. Support the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber! Contact us
at labue@sbcglobal.net for ticket information.

DIVER NEWS

KEEP UP ON MEETUP

Quinal Johnson
Sonny Hill
Jay Morgan
Lori Morrish
Christopher Ricks
DonCosta Seawell
Sone-Seere Wilson
Roderic Buck

For the best way to keep up with LABUE throughout 2015, join us on
Meetup. By joining our Meetup Group,
you will kept up to date on the latest
scheduled LABUE activities and events
including beach dives, boat dives,
membership meetings, community
events, and social events. All you
need
to
do
is
go
to
www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
and join our group. Don’t be left out,
join us today on Meetup.

Renewing Members:
Bob Simmons
Johnnie Davis
Debora Ewing
~~~

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW
YOUR LABUE MEMBERSHIP
FOR 2015

LABUE would like to recognize the
following Lifetime Members:

Know of any member
Certification announcements?
Please notify Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com

It’s time to renew your LABUE
Membership for 2015. Join us for
another exciting year with LABUE.
Just complete the attached Membership Application and forward it to LABUE, PO Box 90069, LA 90009, along
with your annual dues of $30 ($45 for
Family Memberships). You may also
renew on PayPal at paypal_membership@labue.org . Renew
by March 30th and receive $10 in LABUE Bucks. Keep up with all of our
events and dive activities by joining
our
Meetup
Group
at
www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/.

LABUE SCUBA Scholarships Available for 2015
In support of our club mission to Expand the Knowledge and Enjoyment
of SCUBA Diving in our community,

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta
Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip
details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone who desires to join you will be
aware.

LABUE will again be offering Open
Water I SCUBA Certification scholarships during 2015. LABUE’s SCUBA
Scholarship Program was introduced
in 2014 and awards the Charles
Heath Memorial Scholarship and

Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship which pay the costs for Open

Water I SCUBA certification for those
who are selected. Contact labue@sbcglobal.net if you know someone who may be interested in applying.

LABUE’s “Best of the Caribbean”
Warm Water Dive Vacation
Royal Caribbean International Cruise
October 17, 2015 through October 24, 2015

The Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) is pleased to announce our 2015 Warm Water Dive Vacation aboard
the Royal Caribbean International cruise line’s Adventure of the Seas from October 17 through October 24, 2015. Departing on October 17th from San Juan, Puerto Rico, the dive destinations and ports of call include St. Croix (USVI), St.
Maarten, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Barbados; returning to San Juan Puerto Rico on October 24 th. The trip is open to divers
and non-divers with cruise ship accommodations for single, double, triple or quad occupancy staterooms.
Royal Caribbean has made available special discounted per person rates, as low as $750 per person, for various stateroom
categories including Interior Cabins, Ocean View Cabins, Balcony Cabins, and Junior Suites. Rates for cabins accommodating more than two people are also available upon request. The rates include all meals and entertainment, applicable
port charges, taxes, and fees. Contact LABUE Trip Coordinator, Randy Tillery at Rtillry@gmail.com for current pricing and
special discounts. The trip deposit amount is $500 per person and is due along with the trip registration forms to confirm
your spot. Final payments are due no later than June 30, 2015. Airfare is not included in these prices and each participant
will have to arrange his/her round trip airfare individually.
A dive package is available featuring world class diving including some of the best dive sites in the Caribbean such as Carlisle Bay Marine Reserve (Barbados), The Pitons (St. Lucia), and Buck Island Marine Reserve (St. Croix), just to name a few.
The diving package price is $600 per person and includes two tank dives in each of the five ports of call. Additional dives
are optional and may be arranged at additional cost.
For more information, contact Randy Tillery at Rtillry@gmail.com . Deposits, payments and/or correspondence, including
Registration forms, may be mailed to LABUE, PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009.
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NEWSLETTER ADS
LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
 $20 for a half page ad (per month);
 $30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2015
March 7, 2015 -- Diver’s Day, Aquarium of the Pacific, Long Beach
March 10, 2015 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
March 24, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting
April 4, 2015 -- LABUE Beach Dive, Easter Dive, Laguna Beach
April 17-19, 2015 -- NABS President’s Meeting
May 6, 2015 -- Chamber Day/ Evening
October 17-24, 2015 -- LABUE Caribbean Cruise
November 7-14, 2015 -- NABS25th Anniversary Dive Summit, Maui
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Keenon Adamson

Treasurer
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Dive Events & Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.

NEW MEETING LOCATION!
Due to construction in the museum, we
will be meeting in the Education Classroom on the 2nd floor. See the attached
map for directions from the parking lot.
- Members should park at the bottom of
the ramp leading to our below ground level of the car park.
- There is a green wall at the bottom of
the ramp. On the right side of the wall is
a door. Go through the door. The outside
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.
- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the
glass entrance pavilion on the ground level, and turn right at the far edge of the
pavilion. There is a ground level door going into the museum. Go in.
- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.
Take either one to the 2nd floor.
- Turn right after you get out of the elevator.
- Turn right at the T-intersection. The
Dino lab is on the left.
- Go through the double doors into the
Education department and walk straight
ahead.
- The door to the Education Classroom will
be on your left.

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year 2015
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Day Phone:
Evening Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
E-Mail:
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:

Birthdate:
Zip:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________
Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐

Beach ☐

Boat ☐

Certification Agency(s):

Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives

☐ Boat Dives

☐ Warm Water Dives

Membership Category:
Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership
$45.00 ☐ for Family Membership ☐ New
$300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual

☐ New

☐ Renewal
☐ Renewal

$450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or
“LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I
will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks
of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this
application and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury,
death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE
activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members
and officers from any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in
LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as
broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I have carefully
read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will
and with full knowledge of its significance.
Signature:

Date:

