P H O TO O F TH E MO N T H

Photographer:
Camera:
Medium:
Location:
Subject:

Tina Houston
Olympus Stylus 1030SW 10.1 MP without Underwater Housing
Digital
Curacao 2006 NABS Summit
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MEMBER APPRECIATION MEETING
BY RICHARD RICE

March is Member Appreciation Month for LABUE. Join us on Tuesday, March 8th for our
General Membership meeting and annual Member Appreciation festivities. We will be
offering some tasty meeting refreshments and door prizes, along with LABUE updates
and friendly member fellowship. Catch up with old friends and meet new members. If
you have not yet renewed your 2011 LABUE membership, now is the time. Renewing
members in attendance will be eligible for a prize drawing at the meeting as well as $10
in LABUE Bucks. In addition, members bringing one or more guests will be eligible for a
special prize drawing. We look forward to seeing you all.
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REDONDO MARINE CANYON DIVE
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BY: RICHARD RICE

Thick fog, cold, rough surf, and low
visibility did not deter seven intrepid
LABUE divers from diving Redondo
Marine Canyon on December 10th.
The beach and ocean were nearly
deserted as LABUE Members gathered
for the scheduled 9 am dive. The fog
was so thick, you could not even see
the nearby Redondo pier and the high
surf was rough with few breaks. Anxious to get wet anyway, divers includ-

ing David Robinson, Randy Tillery,
George Linares, Mike Dillard, Cliff Williams, Joe Windolph, and Richard Rice

suited-up to dive the canyon. The
fog quickly burned off and the high
surf subsided by the time the divers
completed their dive briefing and

entered the water. Although the
visibility was poor at less than 10
feet, Redondo Canyon provided an
interesting dive that included large
sheep crab and thousands of squid,
most of them dead females that, as
part of their normal life cycle, die
after spawning. The low visibility
provided a challenging exercise in
staying close to our dive buddies.
The day also provided a good lesson

in dive preparation and rough surf
entry and exits; with one experienced
diver forgetting to bring their booties,
one diver losing a fin after entry, a
diver being under-weighted, one losing a mask on exiting the surf, and

most forgetting to bring a dive light to
navigate the deep and dark canyon.
Shore support was provided by Debora Ewing, Pat Williams, Bettye
Linares, Josh Windolph, Abe Luster ,
and Javier Jung. Everyone had a
great time with numerous lessons
learned during what turned out to be
a beautiful warm and sunny December
day in Southern California.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY RICHARD RICE

Let’s Go Diving! After all, we are a
Scuba Diving club. Our LABUE beach
divers have been busy over the last
few months with successful beach
dives at Redondo Canyon, and enjoy-

ing some beautiful summerlike
weather during our La Jolla Shores
San Diego dive in January, and at
Laguna’s Divers Cove dive last
month. March is a great time to start
getting ready for our Spring and
Summer diving activities. Now is the
best time to make sure that your
dive gear is in good working order by
taking your BC, regulator, Dive Computer, and tank in for a professional
annual inspection. You can also start
getting in shape while sharpening
your dive skills by joining us on our
monthly beach dives. It’s not too
late to join us on March 5th for our
scheduled Catalina Island Casino
Point dive.
This will be excellent
preparation and a dive equipment
checkout opportunity if you are planning to participate in our upcoming
warm water dive vacation to Grand
Cayman Island’s East End April 30 May 7. If your dive skills are a little
rusty, consider signing up for a one-

day Dive Refresher Course instructed
by George Linares. In addition to the
regular beach dives planned by our
Beach Dive Committee and various
dives planned by individual members
throughout the year, consider joining
us on a planned Catalina Island Dive
Weekend mini-vacation as well as our
Dive-Camp Weekend at Leo Carrillo
State Beach scheduled for September.

Want some new dive buddies?

Discover Scuba I is scheduled for April
16th, with Discover Scuba II scheduled
for September 10th at Pacific Wilderness dive shop in San Pedro. LABUE
members are encouraged to invite
their friends, relatives, and coworkers
to participate in this worthwhile program. We successfully introduced 15
people to SCUBA in 2010 through the
Discover Scuba program and we hope
to duplicate this effort in 2011. LABUE is actively seeking new members
and this popular LABUE program is an
Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE GRAND CAYMAN 2011
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Continued from page 2

BY: TINA HOUSON

excellent way to introduce them to
the exciting sport of scuba diving
while adding to LABUE’s dive buddy
list.

Time is of the essence. Make haste
in signing up for the LABUE club trip
to Grand Cayman – East End from
April 30 – May 7, 2011, although deposits continue to arrive.
At this
point, we have 14 members confirmed
that will be participating in another
fun filled club trip. Denise Barker,
Sheryl Corke (Sister Club), Quinal
Johnson ( Sister Club), Dangil Jones,
Brenda Kitchen, Miles Maxey, Richard
Rice, DonCosta Seawell, Eric Shepherd, Myra Shepherd, Paula White,
Artie Williams, Clif Williams and
Patricia Williams who have signed up
so far. There are still rooms available
for additional participants.
Grand Cayman is a diver‘s haven
with dive conditions usually so fantastic you don’t want to venture elsewhere.
Divers can choose from a
multitude of dive sites. With more
than 175 sites it's all here: steep,
deep walls adorned with sponges and
corals in a stunning array of colors;
shallow reefs filled with schooling solitary fish and small invertebrates; as
well as wrecks featuring photogenic
structures and curious marine residents. Don’t forget about the World's
Best 12 Foot Dive - Stingray City in
the North Sound. The island offers a
stunning variety of marine life encounters. Divers pose no threat; ma-

rine life is unafraid and continues to
go about its daily routine. This creates
immeasurable photo opportunities for
beginners as well as advanced photographers and videographers. Capturing images of Garden Eels, Parrot
Fish and Green Sea Turtles up close
and personal provides exhilaration
unrivaled by almost anything else in
the world. The water temperature
averages 80°F to 82°F throughout the
year. The air temperature seldom
goes lower than 70°F or higher than
90°F with the daily average varying
between 77°F and 84°F. The average
relative humidity is a comfortable
77%.
The $1067.00 price (double occupancy) is unbeatable. The price includes 8 days, 7 nights at the REEF
Resort, 5 days of 2-tank diving, continental breakfast, transfers, club fee
and taxes. Single occupancy rate
($1489.00) and Diver Only rate
($604.00). This beach front property
also makes arrangements for tours to
local attractions as well as to the famous sites for the non-diver. The
hotels web site: www.thereef.com can
provide more detailed information.
Contact me immediately (213-3592131) if you are interested in joining
in the great fun and camaraderie. But
hurry, time is of the essence!

sessment
for
this
dive was
d e t e r mined to
be good.
The
surf
was calm
and
the
water cool. Visibility in the water was
approximately 10 – 15 feet with water
temperature a brisk __ degrees. Due
to not having unlimited visibility Richard Rice enjoyed a lot of the small
stuff hiding in the reef. After the
dive, some of the group went to Cocos on Coast Highway for lunch. The
next dive will take place on Saturday
March 5 at Casino Point (Avalon) on
Catalina Island.

BOAT DIVING?

Bring your friends to join in
the fun! LABUE will be celebrating

March with our annual Membership
Appreciation General Meeting festivities. Throughout the month of
March, we make an extra effort to
reconnect with LABUE members past
and present, and introduce LABUE to
potential future members. Membership Appreciation provides us with an
opportunity to recognize and thank
LABUE members for the essential
role they have played in making LABUE a recognized leader among African-American scuba diving clubs in
the US. Take the time to renew your
membership in March and receive
$10.00 in LABUE Bucks, redeemable
for credit towards any LABUE activity, dive vacation, or for LABUE merchandise.
Give me a call or send me an
email (labue@sbcglobal.net) to
share your thoughts on how to
make LABUE a better dive club
and to let me know how you can
help us in these efforts.

DIVING DIVER’S COVE
BY: DEBORA EWING

Divers’ Cove (Heisler’s Park) in
Laguna. LABUE’s February beach

dive was held as scheduled at Divers
Cove (Heisler’s Park). The divers
included George Linares, Bryant
Turner, Clifton Williams, Richard Rice
and Joe Windolph. The beach support was provided by Johnnie Davis,
Debora Ewing, Bettye Linares and
Pat Williams. George Linares was
the Dive Master. The pre-dive as-

If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone who
desires to join you will be aware.
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MEMBER’S CORNER
BY: JOSEPH WINDOLF

Aquarium of the Pacific:
March 27th, Diver’s Day

Sea
The Sea is a mousetrap
Still sometimes but violent other times
The Sea is a rainforest
Teeming with life
The Sea is a Dragon

Powerful, impossible to kill
The Sea is Mars

Hard to explore its depths

If you have never visited the Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach, or
would like to re-visit this wonderful
aquarium, Divers Day is your chance
to experience more than 50 exhibits
containing over 11,000 animals. All
certified scuba divers showing their
certification card and a photo ID will
be admitted free on March 27th. This
annual event encourages divers to
visit and learn more about the diversity of sea life in the Pacific Ocean.
For more information, visit their website www.aquariumofpacific.org .

Upcoming Beach Dive:

Casino Point (Catalina Island) The Sea is a pearl

Beautiful but hard to acquire its majesty
- Joshua Windolph 1/19/11

BOARD MEMBER OPPORTUNITIES
BY: BOB SIMMONS

As LABUE approaches the club elections of Board members, I took a few
moments to reflect why being a Board
member since 1996 was beneficial to
me personally. Running a volunteer
organization like LABUE provided a
rare, real life opportunity to apply
various business and management
skills to a new organization and immediately witness the results. The greatest joy I had in being a Board member was watching our club grow from
just a few members to peaking out at
more than 90 members at our highest
point. In addition, from inheriting a
virtually insolvent organization to
eventually having a treasury capable
of funding our necessary expenses
and maintaining a reserve as well, has
also been a source of pride. Watching
a variety of talent, such as that required to take us into the digital age,
come together to keep us state of the
art has been another very positive
experience. The best part, though,
was in working with a variety of Board

On Saturday, March 5, 2011, LABUE
will dive the point. George Linares
will give the dive briefing at 9:30
a.m. Please call me for more information at (909) 240.7022.

BYLAWS REVISION
BY BOB BIMMONS

members and blending the various personalities into a smoothly functioning
unit. With few exceptions during my
15 years on the Board, it has generally
been a fun experience.
In today’s world, with mega companies
and businesses, it is sometimes hard
for an individual to feel like he/she is
making a difference. In LABUE, Board
members realize immediately the impact of their decisions…both short and
long term. With today’s challenges, a
lot remains to be done to guide our
club to a successful future. If you are
looking for an opportunity to grow in a
variety of areas and enjoy the ride
along the way, I urge you to consider
running for the Board in the upcoming
elections. You will enjoy it and personally grow in the process.

For the past several months, the
Board has been actively working on
updating the LABUE Bylaws. Input
was received from the membership
and included in the Board’s discussions. Finally the updated Bylaws
were approved by the Board at the
January 2011 meeting and are now
effective. The revisions address critical club organizational issues and are
intended to encourage greater member participation and involvement in
running and expanding LABUE. The
Bylaws have been posted on the
club’s website and are available for
all to review.
All club members
should scan the Bylaws as they are
very useful in helping everyone understand how the club functions.
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EGYPT: DIVING THE RED SEA
BY BRYANT TURNER

My dive trip to the Red Sea in Egypt
was full of challenges and treats. But
caves, soft coral and wall diving weren't the pinnacle. The highlight was
being joined by wild spinner dolphins
that would dive and leap about us
cruising to touching distance and
looking us in the eye.
After 7 days of diving in Hurghada,
I then flew to Cairo intending to
spend a week revisiting the museums
and nearby pyramids of Giza as I had
done several years earlier. I arrived in
Cairo on January 25th which coincidently was the first day of the protests in Egypt. My hotel near El Tahir
Square was practically at ground zero
of the uprising. After a full day of observing the upheaval, I decided to cut
my trip short and opted for the next
flight out which was to Germany. At
4am, I made my way through the
nearly empty airport and caught a five
and a half hour flight into Frankfurt.
Upon my arrival there, I was shocked

to see a CNN report on the airport
TV monitors of a completely jammed
Cairo airport as foreigners were at-

tempting to flee. What a difference a
few hours can make.
Whatever political future awaits

DIVER NEWS
New Members
Bernard Jones
Renewing Members
Artie Williams
Beverley Pyne
Sharlen Campbell
Johnnie Davis
Carlos Spivey
Dangil Jones
Robert Simmons
Denise Barker
Tina Houston
Sharlene Johnson
Starletta Dupois
Keith Davis & Family
Bryant Turner & Family
Debora Ewing & Reginald Brown
Lamont Johnson
DonCosta Seawell & Family
It’s that time of year! Renew
your membership before April
30, 2011 and receive your 2011
LABUE Bucks!!

the people of Egypt, I hope enough
stability is provided to sustain their
burgeoning dive industry as the diving there is of such quality that I
would not hesitate to venture there
again. Water was a highlight for all
concerned. We had a wonderful opportunity to engage with the spinner
dolphins on dolphin reef. A massive
pod of friendly and engaging creatures that would dive and leap about
us cruising to touching distance and
looking us in the eye.

CHAMBER EVENING
~~~
These past members are missing in
action. If you know of their whereabouts, please inform Tina Houston,
Membership Chair, at
(213) 359-2131.
HAVE YOU SEEN US?
1. Ray Owens
2. Marion Parker
3. Tamara Parker
4. Don Parrish
5. Walter Perdomo
6. Khadija Pierce
7. Herbert Raney
8. Roger Redman
10. Michael Ribeiro
~~~
Know of any member Certification
announcements? Please notify Debora Ewing at dewing@proskauer.com

BY SHARLENE JOHNSON

This year’s Chamber Evening will
be held on Wednesday, May 4,
2011, at 7:00 p.m. Like the years
past, LABUE will be purchasing one
table to support this very important
event. Act quickly to purchase your
spot our Club table.
This is our opportunity to support
our local chamber in the same
manner thousands support their
chambers in the many exotic destinations our members visit every
year. The fundraiser is a wonderful
opportunity to enjoy the Aquarium
of the Pacific in Long Beach while
socializing with friends and dive
buddies.
The ticket includes night-time
admission to the Aquarium and its’
exhibits, a sit-down dinner, and
raffle tickets. Ticket cost is $90.
Please e-mail Sharlene Johnson for
additional information and to make
your
reservation
at
prclyn@sbcglobal.net
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NEWSLETTER ADS

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
$15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
$20 for a half page ad (per month);
$30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.

PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder: Please e-mail
your photos for the
“Photo of the Month”
contest. You just may
see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming
edition of the LABUE
News!
Please e-mail
photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com
as soon as possible!

UPCOMING EVENTS 2011

March 5, 2011 -- Casino Point Beach Dive - Catalina Island
March 8, 2011 -- LABUE’s Meeting of the General Membership - 7:00 PM
March 22, 2011 -- LABUE’s Board Meeting - 6:00 PM
March 27, 2011 -- Diver’s Day - Aquarium of the Pacific
April 2, 2011 -- Beach Dive - Malaga Cove - 8:30 AM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Internet
Francois Desamours
(310) 412-8128

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Open

Treasurer
Denise Barker
(562) 423-4974

Beach Dive
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Secretary
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Robert Simmons
(323) 292-8960

Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)

Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Dive Events &
Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and Figueroa Street.

Due to Metro line work on Exposition
Blvd., and museum construction on
the Exposition side of the Museum,
the Museum offers some helpful tips
for driving to minimize your inconvenience:
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Open
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

HOW ARE WE DOING? We would love to hear your comments, critiques or
suggestions. Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail address and
your voice will be heard: dewing@proskauer.com

Parking Lot 3
Entrance at South West corner. Look for
security guard shed behind covered chain
link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

March LABUE Crossword Puzzle
1
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ACROSS
2. Water Temperature layers
4. Divers insurance agency
5. Viz
6. Mix of N and O
9. Old fashioned tank reserve lever
11. Plumbing to connect two tanks to
reg
12. Redundant Air Source
14. Signaling device or breakfast meat
15. Small dive boat or ab muscles
16. Fart Bag
17. Place to treat DCS

DOWN
1. 2011 LABUE trip destination
2. Mix of three gasses
3. Used to raise heavy item to surface
7. Extra second stage
8. Feed the fish
10. Suffering from DCS
13. Bug
14. Lycra suit

Scuba diving is something to be shared and the

Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers
would like to introduce you to …

This DISCOVER SCUBA Program is designed to briefly introduce individuals to a new world and to
help prepare non-divers for a dive training certification program (this is not a certification program).
Certified divers will be available to answer questions and provide support throughout the entire
Program. Participants interested in training for certification can discuss concerns with program
leader. Featured components are:
Introduction to the world of S C U B A and equipment review
(optional) Pool session with certified divers (bring swimsuit, drying towel)
(optional) dive shop tour
WHEN: Saturday, April 16, 2011 @ 9:00 A.M. until Noon
WHERE: PACIFIC WILDERNESS 1719 So Pacific Ave.; San Pedro 90731 (310) 833 2422
COST: $15.00 per person in attendance (NO SIT-INS—guardians exempt)

Call 661 729 6626 to sign-up

DISCOVER SCUBA
Application
2011
Name _______________________________ Birth Date ______________
Address _________________City _________State ______Zip ________
Day Ph # ____________Eve Ph # ___________Cell Ph #____________
E-address ____________________ Referred by ___________________
Amount

$15.00

** Make check payable to LABUE
(check all that are applicable)

< > I am a good swimmer
< > I am comfortable in the ocean
< > I have snorkeled before
< > I am ready to enroll in a training class
< > I currently do not have any physical health and/or other condition issues
(if so, please see Program Leader)

Waiver

I __________________, hereby agree to participate in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers’ (LABUE) DISCOVER
SCUBA Program and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I am voluntarily participating with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba and dive-related activities. In consideration of my application acceptance, I agree
to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage; arising out of or in connection with my participation in
LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify, defend and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers
from any liability arising out of or in connection with my participating in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I
have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will with full knowledge of its significance.

_____________________________
__________________________
*Participant’s Signature
Today’s Date
________________________
*Guardian’s Signature

* - guardian’s signature required for participants under 19 yrs of age

CHECK OUT THE LABUE STORE

Look great on the boat or beach with official LABUE apparel including T-Shirts, Polo Shirts, and Baseball Caps. T-Shirts and
Baseball Caps are in-stock and are available in most sizes at $20
each. Check out the LABUE Store at www.labue.org to place
your order, or you may purchase items at the monthly membership meeting.

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
Day Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
Emergency Contact Name:

Birthdate:
State:
Evening Phone:
E-Mail:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified:
No. of Dives
Boat

Date of Last Dive:

Zip:

o Warm Water o Beach o

Agency Certification

Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives o Boat Dives o Warm Water Dives
Amount: $30.00 o Individual Membership o New o Renewal
$45.00 o Family Membership o New o Renewal
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual
$450.00 o Lifetime Family
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.

Signature:

Date:

