
 

 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH  

Join us on Tuesday, June 9th for our General Membership meeting at the Natural History 
Museum, 2nd floor Learning Classroom at 7pm for another entertaining and informative 

program. Catch up with old friends and meet new members.  Enjoy our delicious meeting 

refreshments, door prizes, and friendly member fellowship. Keep up to date on all of our 
2015 dive events and activities by joining our LABUE Meetup Group dive community at 

www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/.  
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LABUE LENDING LIBRARY 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   
BY: RICHARD RICE 
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LABUE members are invited to take advantage of our DVD Lending 
Library that includes a variety of educational and informative topics 
including: 
 
 Underwater Navigation (PADI) 
 Wreck Diving (PADI) 
 Night Diving (PADI) 
 Dry Suit Diving (PADI) 
 Choosing and Using Dive Computers (Hammerhead Video) 
 Truk Lagoon (Dive Travel Video) 
 Palau (Sam’s Tour) 
 Lost Ships of Rome (Secrets of the Dead) 
 Slave Ship Mutiny (PBS) 
 The Guerrero Project  
 Diving Cozumel Mexico (Divescape Productions) 
 Dive Bonaire (Nutaaq Media) 

 
If you are interested in borrowing any of the DVDs in LABUE’s library 
or sharing dive DVDs or related educational materials that you may 
own with other LABUE members, contact us at labue@sbcglobal.net. 

build unity and camaraderie to trans-
fer the legacy to future generations. 

   The President’s Meeting was hosted 

by the Charm City Scuba Club, the 
Baltimore area dive club.  The at-

tendees participated in meetings that 
included reports from each NABS affili-

ated clubs as well as presentations 
from NABS committees and officers.  

LABUE presented a detailed update of 

our annual activities and events, as 
well as identifying critical challenges 

faced by our club.  Of great interest 
during the meeting were the results of 

a survey of NABS members conducted 

by NABS President Jeff Dooley on a 
variety of topics important to NABS 

Continued on page 3 

Year in 1999 and 2011. 
   NABS was established in 1991 by 

Ric Powell and Dr A. Jose Jones. Ric 

Powell and Dr. Jones were two of the 
earliest African-Americans to become 

certified divers, and their collabora-
tion resulted in the creation of NABS 

which purpose was to foster camara-
derie among African American divers, 

and to address the unique problems 

and concerns of the African-American 
community. NABS mission is to cre-

ate a network of people and re-
sources that provide educational ex-

periences that enhance and promote 

an appreciation of diving and an 
awareness of the aquatic environ-

ment. This network is intended to 

   April 17-19th, I represented LA-
BUE at The National Association 
of Black Scuba Divers (NABS) 

President’s meeting in Baltimore, 
Maryland.  LABUE is a NABS Charter 
Club and our members have had a 

longstanding association with NABS. 
LABUE members have actively partici-

pated in NABS committees and meet-
ings, and have enjoyed NABS Dive 
Summits since LABUE’s inception. LA-
BUE was chosen as NABS Club of the 

RENEW YOUR 2015  
LABUE MEMBERSHIP  

Renew your 2015 membership and 

join us for another exciting year with 

LABUE.  Take advantage of member 
benefits including scheduled beach 

dives, discounted boat dives, dive 
vacations, prize raffles, and discounts 

on events. Just complete the attached 

Membership Application and forward 
it to LABUE, PO Box 90069, LA 90009, 

along with your annual dues of $30 
($45 for Family Memberships). You 

may also renew on PayPal at pay-
pal_membership@labue.org .  Keep 

up with all of our 2015 events and 

dive activities by joining our Meetup 
Group  a t  www.mee tup .com/

LABUEDIVERS/ . 

mailto:paypal_membership@labue.org
mailto:paypal_membership@labue.org
http://www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
http://www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Continued from page 2 

success and future mission.  One 
sobering statistic presented is that 

over 80% of NABS members are over 

the age of 50, threatening the suc-
cess of NABS and its vision for the 

future as its aging members are no 
longer able to dive.  This demo-

graphic is common to many NABS 
affiliated dive clubs across the coun-

try and much time was spent dis-

cussing effective ways to attract 
younger divers.  I shared LABUE’s 

efforts to reach younger divers using 
social media resources such as Face-

book and Meetup and welcome more 

members into leadership roles and 
responsibilities. I will be providing 

more information on NABS and its 
mission in future issues. 

   LABUE members are encouraged 
to check out NABS 

(www.nabsdivers.org ) and join this 

worthwhile organization.  Member-
ship is $45 per year and a NABS 

Membership Application is included in 
this issue. 

   What part can you do to help 
LABUE’s succeed in 2015 and 
beyond?  In addition to sharing the 

sport of SCUBA diving with others, 
we need help on all of our standing 

committees and your participation is 

the best way for you to have a direct 
impact on the current and future di-

rection and success of the club.  A 
list of the LABUE Committees and 

Chairperson contact information is 
included in each LABUE News issue.  

In addition, LABUE News Editor 

Debora Ewing is always looking for 
interesting stories and informative 

articles for publication in the LABUE 
News. You are invited to share your 

stories, knowledge, and experiences 

with us at labue@sbcglobal.net.   
   We encourage you to support your 

dedicated LABUE Officers and Board 
of Directors with your active partici-

pation in LABUE. If you are interest-
ed in lending your labor, experience, 

or organizational skills to LABUE on 

any of our committees, your partici-
pation would be more than wel-

comed.  If you would like to recom-

BOAT DIVING? 
If you decide to sign up for a boat 
dive and you want a LABUE dive 

buddy, please contact DonCosta 

Seawell at 909-593-1877 or don-
costa1@msn.com with your trip 

details and he will convey that in-
formation to the club so that any-

one who desires to join you will be 
aware. 

SAVE THE DATE FOR LA-
BUE DIVE-CAMP WEEKEND  

OCTOBER 2-4th  
 

LABUE’s 2015 Dive-Camp Weekend, 
will be held October 2-4 at Leo Car-

rillo State Beach in Malibu. You won’t 
want to miss this exciting annual end

-of-summer LABUE event featuring 
great beach diving, a fabulous out-

door dining feast, and campfire ca-

maraderie while camping at this 
beautiful beachside location. Camp-

master Randy Tillery will be provid-
ing additional details and updates as 

the date approaches.  If you are in-
terested in assisting Randy in organ-

izing this event, contact him at 

rtillry@gmail.com . 

mend an activity or event that would 

benefit the community, our mem-
bers, or help fulfill our 2015 mission, 

please share your ideas it with me or 
one of the Board members.  We val-

ue your recommendations.  Give me 

a call or send me an email 
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your 

ideas and thoughts on how to make 
LABUE a better dive club and to let 

me know how you can help us in 
these efforts. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED  
OUT LABUE ON  

FACEBOOK LATELY? 
Check us out at 

 www.facebook.ccom/LABUEDIVERS  
and you might be surprised.  LABUE 

Facebook Administrator Stacy Wade 
and LABUE members have been busy 

posting making LABUE’s Facebook 

page an exciting source of amazing 
dive related videos, beautiful photos, 

dive destination reviews, informative 
articles, dive equipment evaluations, 

and helpful SCUBA diving tips. Check 

it out, you won’t be disappointed. 
Feel free to post your comments. 

DIVER NEWS 

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS: 

Lamont Johnson 
Mary Lanzone 

Lori Atwater 
Etta Pulce 

Miles Maxey  

Brenda Maxey  

~~~ 
 

Know of any member  

Certification announcements?   
Please notify Debora Ewing at  

dewing@proskauer.com 

LABUE SCUBA Scholarships 
Available for 2015  
In support of our club mission to 

Expand the Knowledge and Enjoy-
ment of SCUBA Diving in our com-
munity, LABUE will again be offering 

Open Water I SCUBA Certification 
scholarships during 2015. LABUE’s 

SCUBA Scholarship Program was 

introduced in 2014 and awards the 
Charles Heath Memorial Schol-

arship and Artie Williams Memo-
rial Scholarship which pay the 

costs for Open Water I SCUBA certi-
fication for those who are selected. 

Contact labue@sbcglobal.net if you 

know someone who may be interest-
ed in applying. 

http://www.nabsdivers.org
mailto:labue@sbcglobal.net
mailto:doncosta1@msn.com
mailto:rtillry@gmail.com
mailto:ricere2004@yahoo.com
http://www.facebook.ccom/LABUEDIVERS
mailto:dewing@proskauer.com
mailto:labue@sbcglobal.net


 

 

LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS 
 SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  

PURPOSE: In agreement with and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the Knowledge and En-
joyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Discover Scuba Program and Open 
Water I  SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships (Charles 
Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship) are named for two 
long time club members who exemplified consistent dedication and support of LABUE, and love of 
the sport of SCUBA Diving. 
 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:  
 

Discover Scuba - Up to ten (10) LABUE Discover Scuba Program Scholarships may be awarded each year in 
the form of refund of  the paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and completion of a scheduled LABUE Dis-

cover Scuba class. 
 
Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (2) Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships may be 

awarded each year in the form of reimbursement of costs, up to $400, for successful completion of a recog-
nized Open Water I SCUBA certification course offered by any qualified dive shop or SCUBA instructor. The 

scholarships also include a one year LABUE membership. 

 
AWARD ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible for the Discover Scuba Program scholarships include se-
lected members of the general public as determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. This may in-
clude individuals as well as members of organizations including schools, scouting programs, sports 
clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations, etc..  Those eligible to 
apply for the Open Water I Certification scholarships include paid LABUE Members who are not 
SCUBA certified; and family members of paid LABUE Members (including spouses, children, parents, 
siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of the general public who have 
completed any recent or past LABUE Discover Scuba Program are also eligible. 
 
AWARD REQUIREMENTS:  Requirements for award of the Discover Scuba Program Scholar-
ships will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors.  Applicants for the Open Water I Certi-
fication Scholarships must have completed their Open Water I certification during the same calen-
dar year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate their efforts to support 
LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced by any of the following: 
 

Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities 
Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee 

Contribution of photos, articles, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News newsletter, LABUE 
website, LABUE Facebook page, LABUE Blog, or other media. 

Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or other related marine 
topics including biology, marine ecology, marine technology; or historical topics related to diving such 

as WWII wreck dive sites or the search for sunken slave ships. 

 

Applications for the Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships shall be submitted by November 
1st of each year.   

 
SELECTION: Award of Discover Scuba Program scholarships will be determined by the LABUE 
Board of Directors in advance of each scheduled Discover Scuba Program date.  Review of Award 
Eligibility, compliance with Award Requirements for each Open Water I SCUBA Certification 
scholarship applicant, and award selection will be made by the LABUE Board of Directors before the 
date of the December LABUE General Membership Meeting each year.  



 

 

 

 
 

 

The Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) is pleased to announce our 2015 Warm Water Dive Vacation 
aboard the Royal Caribbean International cruise line’s Adventure of the Seas from October 17 through October 24, 
2015. Departing on October 17th from San Juan, Puerto Rico, the dive destinations and ports of call include St. Croix 
(USVI), St. Maarten, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Barbados; returning to San Juan Puerto Rico on October 24th.  The trip is open 
to divers and non-divers with cruise ship accommodations for single, double, triple or quad occupancy staterooms.   

Royal Caribbean has made available special discounted per person rates, as low as $750 per person, for various state-
room categories including Interior Cabins, Ocean View Cabins, Balcony Cabins, and Junior Suites. Rates for cabins accom-
modating more than two people are also available upon request. The rates include all meals and entertainment, applica-
ble port charges, taxes, and fees. Contact LABUE Trip Coordinator, Randy Tillery at Rtillry@gmail.com for current pric-
ing and special discounts.  The trip deposit amount is $500 per person and is due along with the trip registration forms 
to confirm your spot. Final payments are due no later than June 30, 2015. Airfare is not included in these prices and each 
participant will have to arrange his/her round trip airfare individually. 
 
A dive package is available featuring world class diving including some of the best dive sites in the Caribbean such as 
Carlisle Bay Marine Reserve (Barbados), The Pitons (St. Lucia), and Buck Island Marine Reserve (St. Croix), just to name a 
few. The diving package price is $600 per person and includes two tank dives in each of the five ports of call.  Additional 
dives are optional and may be arranged at additional cost.   
 
For more information, contact Randy Tillery at Rtillry@gmail.com . Deposits, payments and/or correspondence, includ-
ing Registration forms, may be mailed to LABUE, PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009. 
 

         

LABUE’s “Best of the Caribbean” 

Warm Water Dive Vacation 

Royal Caribbean International Cruise 
October 17, 2015 through October 24, 2015 



 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 

Meetings 

The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 

Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

 $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

 $30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 

(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 

download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 

our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2015 
June 6-7, 2015 -- 2015 Scuba Show, Long Beach Convention Center 
June 9, 2015 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 

June 23, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

July 14, 2015 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 
July 28, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

October 2-4, 2015 -- LABUE Dive - Camp Weekend 
October 17-24, 2015 -- LABUE Caribbean Cruise  

November 7-14, 2015 -- NABS 25th Anniversary Dive Summit, Maui 
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COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive               
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events & Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

 
Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 

NEW MEETING LOCATION! 
Due to construction in the museum, we 
will be meeting in the Education Class-

room on the 2nd floor.  See the attached 
map for directions from the parking lot. 

 

- Members should park at the bottom of 
the ramp leading to our below ground lev-

el of the car park.  
- There is a green wall at the bottom of 

the ramp.  On the right side of the wall is 

a door.  Go through the door.  The outside 
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.  

- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the 
glass entrance pavilion on the ground lev-

el, and turn right at the far edge of the 
pavilion.  There is a ground level door go-

ing into the museum. Go in. 

- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.  
Take either one to the 2nd floor. 

- Turn right after you get out of the eleva-
tor. 

- Turn right at the T-intersection.  The 

Dino lab is on the left. 
- Go through the double doors into the 

Education department and walk straight 
ahead. 

- The door to the Education Classroom will 

be on your left. 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year 2015 

 
General Information: 
Name:         Birthdate:    
Address:             
City:       State:   Zip:    
Day Phone:     Evening Phone:      
Fax:      Referred By:       
E-Mail:              
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        
 
Certification Information: 
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________  

Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐  Beach ☐  Boat ☐ 

 
Certification Agency:        
 
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives    ☐ Boat Dives  ☐ Warm Water Dives  
 

Membership Category: 

Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $45.00 ☐ for Family Membership  ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual  $450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family  

 
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 
 
WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black 
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I will 
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scu-
ba diving and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application 
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property 
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also 
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from 
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I 
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as 
is permitted by the laws of the State of California.  I have carefully read this release and fully 
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its 
significance.  
 
 
Signature:     Date:      


