P HO TO O F T H E M ON T H

Photographer: DonCosta Seawell
Camera:
Panasonic, DMC-ZS30
Location:
Malaysia (Sipadan Island)
Subject:
Turtle and Divers
This Photo is the Winner of the Photo Contest in the "Diver" Category.
Congratulations DonCosta!

SUMMER IS HERE
th

Join us on Tuesday, June 10 for our General Membership meeting featuring another fun
and informative program, including an exciting announcement on a new LABUE program.
With summer here, you don’t want to miss the upcoming LABUE activities including beach
dives, Catalina Weekend, Coastal Cleanup Day, and Dive-Camp Weekend. Don’t miss this
fun meeting. Catch up with old friends and meet new members. We will be offering
some delicious meeting refreshments and door prizes, along with LABUE updates and
friendly member fellowship.
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Member’s Corner: Curacao and the Golden Seahorse
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BY STEPHEN SCRUGGS

Last April I took a dive trip without
any club members or friends. My destination was Curacao where I managed nine dives in four days on my
first dive trip as a photographer. I
recently purchased a GoPro camera
with a video light fitted on a pistol
grip that combined to make me look
like a photographer. And thanks to
the simple camera operating system,
the high definition videos I took that
week were quite impressive. Giant
eels, shark, lion fish, sting rays, a
huge Caribbean lobster, a small Spanish lobster and sea horses.
On the day I thought would be my
last day of diving we saw a golden
sea horse, at least five inches tall and
perched in the open. Unfortunately,
as I was swimming away from taking
what I thought were some very impressive video, I notice my video card

read “FULL”’. I had wasted a golden
opportunity. After a sleepless night I
decided to go to the dive shop early
the next morning and inquire if the
next boat had plans to go to the
same site. I also wanted to be assured the sea horse hadn’t moved.
The DM said it hasn’t moved in years
and he saw no reason why it would
choose yesterday to move. He also
said no divers that morning had dived
(or dove) the previous day and he
could take us back that morning. I
was back in my room and on the boat
in twenty minutes with the last video
card the dive shop had in stock.
At this point the story becomes a lesson in dive safety. Circumstances on
the boat brought me closer to a fatal
dive accident than I’ve ever been in
my fourteen years of diving. The catalyst to this near catastrophe was the

valve cover having been replaced on
a used tank. This simple oversight
makes an empty tank appear full. The
cause of the near catastrophe was my
failure to perform all my routine predive checks. My excuse is that I was
the last diver in the water on the final
dive. Before I stood to make my entry
I asked the DM to turn on my air. I
had suited up and manually inflated
my BC before I remembered to open
my valve. After assuring my valve was
open, for the first time all week, I
didn’t look at my gauge. If I had
looked at my gauge, I would have
noticed I had fifteen minutes of air.
Why I never looked at the gauge during the second dive can only be attributed to my anticipation of again
seeing the golden sea horse.
Fourteen minutes into the dive we

Continued on Page 3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY: RICHARD RICE

LABUE SCUBA Scholarships are
now available! I am pleased to an-

nounce that in support of our club
mission to Expand the Knowledge and
Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our
community, the LABUE Board of Directors has agreed to offer Discover Scuba Program and Open Water I SCUBA
Certification scholarships. LABUE will
be awarding the Charles Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship for
OWI certification, as well as LABUE

Discover Scuba scholarships.
Those eligible to apply for the
Open Water I Certification scholarships include members of the general public who have completed LABUE’s Discover Scuba Program. In
addition, LABUE members who are
not SCUBA certified and family members of LABUE members are eligible
to apply. The scholarships will be
available in the form of reimbursement of costs for successful completion of a recognized Open Water I
SCUBA certification course offered by
any qualified dive shop or SCUBA
instructor. The scholarships also include a one year LABUE membership.
Scholarship awards will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors and will be based on the applicant’s demonstrated efforts to support LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced by any of the following:



Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities
Active participation as a member





of a LABUE committee
Contribution of photos, articles,
graphics, and other information to
the LABUE News newsletter, LABUE website, LABUE Facebook
page, LABUE Blog, or other media
Preparation of research papers or
school projects on topics related
to SCUBA diving or other related
marine or historical topics.

Award of Discover Scuba Program scholarships will be determined
by the LABUE Board of Directors and
may include selected members of the
general public including individuals;
and members of organizations including schools, scouting programs, sports
clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations, etc. These scholarships will be
awarded in the form of refund of the
paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and completion of a scheduled
LABUE Discover Scuba class.
In creating these scholarships, the
LABUE Board feels that they represent
a responsible approach to directly sup-

Continued on Page 3
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President’s Message
Continued from Page 2

port our club’s mission, as well as
providing an additional valuable benefit to LABUE members.
2014 is an election year for
LABUE, with LABUE Officer and LABUE Board of Directors positions to
be determined next Fall. If you are
interested in determining the direction and future growth of LABUE, I
invite you to seriously consider running for an officer or board position
during next Fall’s elections. If you
are interested in lending your labor,
experience, or organizational skills to
LABUE on any of our committees,

your participation would be more
than welcomed. If you would like to
recommend an activity or event that
would benefit the community, our
members, or help fulfill our 2014
mission, please share your ideas it
with me or one of the Board members. We value your recommendations. Give me a call or send me an
email (labue@sbcglobal.net) to
share your ideas and thoughts on
how to make LABUE a better dive
club and to let me know how you
can help us in these efforts.

Curacao and the
Seahorse

saying my camera was dead again.
After the third ‘slash’ I grabbed for
his octopus and he then realized this
was not a camera related issue. He
later explained that I was so calm
and nonchalant in my gestures and
movements that he never suspected
I was in trouble. We slowly surfaced
from fifty feet with no physical side
effects other than terror.
The lessons I surfaced with were;
never assume that a tank is full even
when the cap is replaced which a
routine pre-dive check would have
confirmed, and most importantly stay
in close proximity to your buddy at all
times. In this case, a sequence of
very simple mistakes almost proved
fatal.
I can’t tell you how happy I am to
be able to share this photo with you.

Continued from Page 2

found the golden sea horse. As
agreed, the DM gave me first notice
to allow me to take pictures. After a
few quick shots I backed off so others could get a closer look. I swam a
circle while switching my camera
from ‘Video’ to ‘Photo’ to take more
shots after everyone cleared away.
But as I was circling, my air supply
shut off in mid breath. I instinctively
tried my Air2 which of course didn’t
work either. Because we were all
gathered around the sea horse I
found myself only a few yards from
the dive master. When I calmly
swam up to him and gave the universal ‘throat slash’ out-of-air sign he
nodded and smiled thinking I was

CHECK OUT THE
LABUE STORE

Our hats and polo shirts are
beautifully embroidered!

Above long and short sleeve
t-shirts have the same
front/back design layout!
~~~

Look great on the boat or
beach with official LABUE
apparel including T-shirts,
Polo Shirts, and Baseball
Caps.
T-shirts
and
Baseball
Caps are in stock and are
available in most sizes at
$20 each. Check out the
LABUE
Store
at
www.labue.org to place
your order, or you may
purchase items at the
monthly
membership
meeting.
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Chamber Evening Bling
LABUE celebrated the 40th anniversary of the Catalina Hyperbaric
Chamber at the annual Chamber
Evening fundraiser held at the Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach on
May 7th. We sold out our usual LABUE sponsored table as twelve members and friends took advantage of
LABUE’s $20 discount off the regular
$95 ticket price. The festive evening
included a delicious dinner as well as
access to all of the aquarium’s exhibits and attractions. Thousands of
dollars in valuable door prizes were
raffled off including regulators, dive
computers, buoyancy compensators,
photo equipment, wet suits, mask &
fins, and other dive related gear.
LABUE member Johnnie Davis was
the lucky winner of a SCUBA bling
gift package featuring a selection of
jewelry and apparel valued at $250.
Due to high wind conditions at Catalina Island, the daytime dives scheduled on all of the local dive boats
were canceled. Despite this, the
event raised over $90,000 to support
the chamber. Plan to join us for next
year’s Chamber Day/Evening events.
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DIVER NEWS
NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS

Brenda Kitchen & Miles Maxey
Denise Barker
Stephen Scruggs
Bob Simmons
Mike Dillard
John Campbell
DISCOVER SCUBA PARTICIPANTS

Cletus Carlton
Starletta DuPois
Mark Greene
AyAnna Boddie
Alfred Gray
Lori Moilou
Pam Brown
Margaret Moilou
~~~

Know of any member
Certification announcements?
Please notify Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta
Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone
who desires to join you will be
aware.

LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS
SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

PURPOSE: In agreement with and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the Knowledge and Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Discover Scuba Program and Open
Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships (Charles
Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship) are named for two
long time club members who exemplified consistent dedication and support of LABUE, and love of
the sport of SCUBA Diving.
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:
Discover Scuba - Up to ten (10) LABUE Discover Scuba Program Scholarships may be awarded each year in

the form of refund of the paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and completion of a scheduled LABUE Discover Scuba class.

Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (2) Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships may be
awarded each year in the form of reimbursement of costs, up to $400, for successful completion of a recognized Open Water I SCUBA certification course offered by any qualified dive shop or SCUBA instructor. The
scholarships also include a one year LABUE membership.

AWARD ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible for the Discover Scuba Program scholarships include selected members of the general public as determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. This may include individuals as well as members of organizations including schools, scouting programs, sports
clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations, etc.. Those eligible to
apply for the Open Water I Certification scholarships include paid LABUE Members who are not
SCUBA certified; and family members of paid LABUE Members (including spouses, children, parents,
siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of the general public who have
completed any recent or past LABUE Discover Scuba Program are also eligible.
AWARD REQUIREMENTS: Requirements for award of the Discover Scuba Program Scholarships will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. Applicants for the Open Water I Certification Scholarships must have completed their Open Water I certification during the same calendar year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate their efforts to support
LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced by any of the following:
Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities
Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee
Contribution of photos, articles, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News newsletter, LABUE website, LABUE Facebook page, LABUE Blog, or other media.
Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or other related marine
topics including biology, marine ecology, marine technology; or historical topics related to diving such
as WWII wreck dive sites or the search for sunken slave ships.

Applications for the Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships shall be submitted by November
1st of each year.
SELECTION: Award of Discover Scuba Program scholarships will be determined by the LABUE
Board of Directors in advance of each scheduled Discover Scuba Program date. Review of Award
Eligibility, compliance with Award Requirements for each Open Water I SCUBA Certification
scholarship applicant, and award selection will be made by the LABUE Board of Directors before the
date of the December LABUE General Membership Meeting each year.

LABUE Warm-Water
Trip
To Palau and Truk Lagoon
September 14, 2014 through September 28, 2014

Join LABUE for the dive vacation of a lifetime to the Micronesian islands of Palau and Truk Lagoon
featuring the best wreck diving some of the most varied and dazzling marine life in the world.
The base trip includes seven (7) days in Palau at the Paradise Hotel, diving, airport transfers, complimentary breakfast, and taxes. Dive permits, green fees, and departure fees are also included in
the quoted prices. The base trip is open to divers and non-divers, with provision for single and
double occupancy. Participants may extend the Palau base trip if they wish.
The optional trip for divers only includes four (4), five (5), or seven (7) days in Truk at the Blue Lagoon Resort, diving, transfers and taxes. Dive permits, and departure fees are also included in the
quoted prices, with provision for single and double occupancy.
The Palau and Truk trips can be done individually, or they can be combined; first to Palau and
then on to Truk for either four, five or seven days. For the base trip to Palau, a $400 deposit is
due by February 28, 2014; a $600 payment is due by April 30, 2014; the balance is due by July 31,
2014. For the combined Palau-Truk trip, a $500 deposit is due by February 28, 2014; a $700 payment is due by March 31, 2014; a $700 payment is due by May 31, 2014, and the balance is due
by July 31, 2014..

Viewing Palau from the air

WWII wreck in Truk Lagoon

Sea creatures in one of the Palau sites

Airfare is not included, but it is possible to get quotes for a group of 10 or more.
Otherwise, each participant will have to arrange his/her airfare individually.
Contact:

The Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) for more information at:
P. O. Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 or info@labue.org
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NEWSLETTER ADS
LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
 $20 for a half page ad (per month);
 $30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and
Figueroa Street.
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2014

June 7-8, 2014 -- Scuba Show - Long Beach Convention Center
June 10, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
June 24, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting
July 8, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
July 22, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting
September 14 - September 28, 2014 -- Club Trip to Palau and Truk Lagoon
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Keenon Adamson

Treasurer
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Dive Events & Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Parking Lot - East side of
Bill Robertson Lane
Entrance at South West corner of the
building. Look for the security guard
shed behind covered chain-link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Day Phone:
Evening Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
E-Mail:
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:

Birthdate:
Zip:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified: ______

No. of Dives: _______________

Date of Last Dive: _______

Warm Water ☐

Beach ☐

Boat ☐

Certification Agency(s):

Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives

☐ Boat Dives

☐ Warm Water Dives

Membership Category:
Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New

☐ Renewal

$45.00 ☐ for Family Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual

$450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving
and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising
out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from any and all liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.
Signature:

Date:

