
 

 

Photographer:   Joe Windolph    Camera:  SeaLife Reefmaster Mini  
Location:        San Andreas Colombia   Subject:         Reef Fish  

 

This is an example of what we're looking for "Photo of the Month" selections.   
This photo was taken while snorkeling.  

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

Join us on Tuesday, June 12th for our early summer photo party. Everyone is welcome to 
bring their favorite photos to share. LABUE members returning from our May dive vaca-
tion to Bonaire and Curacao will be sharing their photos and videos, along with photos 
from member’s recent dive trips to Colombia, Lake Mead, and other exciting destinations. 
Bring your ideas and recommendations for LABUE’s 2013 warm water dive vacation. Bring 
a friend and enjoy some tasty Caribbean treats and a chance to win a valuable door prize, 
if you’re lucky. We look forward to seeing you there. 
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LAKE MEAD - DIVING INTO HISTORY 
BY:  RICHARD RICE 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY RICHARD RICE 
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   NABS’ divers had a unique experi-
ence diving Lake Mead as part of the 
NABS President’s meeting held in Las 
Vegas, April 27-29th.  On Friday April 
27th  six divers including Richard Rice, 
NABS President Jeff  Dooley, NABS 
Treasurer Kim Walker, MASK Presi-
dent Vernon Beard and his grandson, 
and Tango Thomas NE Regional Rep-
resentative enjoyed two dives at one 
of the top five fresh water dive desti-
nations in the United States. We were 
able to book a six-pack dive boat thru 
Scuba Views dive shop in Las Vegas 
(www.scubaviews.com).  Scuba Views 

Regional Reps and NABS Committees, 
followed in the afternoon by a discus-
sion of critical issues facing NABS and 
its member clubs. Club presidents sub-
mitted written club reports that were 
provided to each participant for review 
on their own.  This was a departure 
from previous NABS President’s meet-
ings. Elimination of individual club 
presentations by the presidents, nor-
mally scheduled during the morning 
session, provided sufficient time on 
Saturday to address serious topics 
recommended by NABS member clubs.  
Discussion topics included financial 
accountability and NABS finances, 
NABS Summit planning and pricing, 
member retention and recruitment of 
new members, and expanding benefits 
of NABS membership.  Sunday’s morn-
ing meeting was set aside as an open 
forum and a continuation of discus-
sions of critical issues.  Everyone 
agreed that discussion of these vital 

Continued on page 3 

ber club presidents together to dis-
cuss important NABS topics and re-
ceive updates on member club activi-
ties.  This year, LABUE co-hosted this 
event along with the Arizona Ham-
merheads Dive Club.  As you may be 
aware, as a NABS Charter Member 
club, LABUE has had a long affiliation 
with NABS over the years.  Over the 
last few years, we have renewed our 
active involvement with NABS. Cur-
rently, longtime LABUE member 
Tyree  Bivings is NABS Membership 
Committee Chairperson, Lifetime LA-
BUE member Quinal Johnson is NABS 
Marketing and Fundraising Chairper-
son, and new member Angela Marca-
no is the NABS Western Regional 
Representative.  The busy President’s 
Meeting schedule of events included 
an optional Friday morning dive at 
Lake Mead followed by meeting reg-
istration and a formal reception buf-
fet at the Luxor Hotel. Saturday’s 
schedule included reports from NABS 

   Las Vegas, April 27 – 29th, I par-
ticipated in the National Association of 
Black SCUBA Divers (NABS) Presi-
dent’s meeting.  This annual meeting 
brings NABS administration and mem-

is currently the only dive operation 
providing recreational SCUBA diving 
in Lake Mead.  Temperatures were 
heating up as we met the Scuba 
Views divemaster and boat captain at 
the Lake Mead Marina at 9am.  Just 
a 20 minute ride in their well 
equipped boat took us to within a 
few hundred feet of Hoover Dam.  
We couldn’t get any closer because 
the area around the dam has been 
restricted since 9-11, with many gov-
ernmental agencies patrolling the 
area to enforce strict security.  We 
learned that this area is the most 
guarded and patrolled recreational 
area in the country with more than 
six different agencies responsible for 
its security.  The water at depth was 
a little chilly at 57 degrees, but the 
visibility ranged from 40-60 feet as 
we entered the calm water.  Diving 
highlights included unique massive 
geological features and formations; 
and construction artifacts dating 
from construction of Hoover Dam in 

the 1930’s.  We were even able to see 
chisel marks on the submerged boul-
ders and drill holes in the rock surfac-
es used to insert explosives during 
construction of the dam. Dive site 
depths ranged from 30 to 80 ft. be-

fore plunging along sheer rock walls 
to depths of several hundred feet.  
Good buoyancy control was a must.  
The scenic views surrounding the dive 
sites were spectacular with occasional 
sightings of eagles, coyotes, and other 
wildlife.  The next time you visit Las 
Vegas and want an enjoyable escape 
from “Strip”, consider diving Lake 
Mead.  
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Continued from page 2 

issues and development of an action 
plan is critical to the future success 
and growth of NABS and its member 
clubs.     

   With assistance from LABUE mem-
bers, NABS President Jeff Dooley and 
Francine Whittington, NABS Corre-
sponding Secretary, did an excellent 
job coordinating this event.  Francine 
was able to negotiate upgraded 
rooms at the Luxor; and the registra-
tion fee included a delicious recep-
tion buffet, two breakfasts, lunch, 
and gift bags.  Many participants 
took advantage of group discount 
tickets and excellent seats she ar-
ranged for the Cirque du Soliel per-
formance of KA at the MGM on Sat-
urday evening, following a superb 
meal at Emeril’s.   

   Over 30 NABS Presidents, mem-
bers, and guests attended the Presi-
dent’s Meeting, including NABS co-
founders Dr. Jose Jones and Ric 
Powell.  LABUE was well represented 
and included Kathy Rice, DonCosta 
and Doralynn Seawell, and Beverley 
Pyne, in addition to Tyree and Ange-
la.  LABUE members are encouraged 
to learn more about NABS 
(www.nabsdivers.org) and to be-
come active members in this worth-
while organization. 
   If you would like to recommend an 
activity or event that would benefit 

the community, our members, or 
help fulfill our 2012 mission, please 
share it with me or one of the Board 
members.  We value your recom-
mendations. If you are interested in 
lending your labor, experience, or 
organizational skills to LABUE, your 
participation would be more than 
welcomed.  Give me a call or send 
me an email (labue@sbcglobal.net) 
to share your ideas and thoughts on 
how to make LABUE a better dive 
club and to let me know how you 
can help us in these efforts. 

BOAT DIVING? 

If you decide to sign up for a boat 
dive and you want a LABUE dive bud-
dy, please contact DonCosta Seawell 
a t  9 0 9 - 5 9 3 - 1 8 7 7  o r  d o n -
costa1@msn.com with your trip de-
tails and he will convey that infor-
mation to the club so that anyone 
who desires to join you will be aware. 

SAVE THE DATE: 
October 5-7, 2012 
   LABUE is hosting another Dive/
Camp weekend October 5-7 2012.  
The location for this event is Syca-
more Canyon Campground in Point 
Mugu State Park.  It’s 15 miles south 
of Oxnard on Highway One (PCH) or 
go north 21 miles from Malibu.  
Aside from its short distance to nu-
merous dive locations, this particular 
campground is a refuge for Monarch 
butterflies migrating south during the 
fall.  Definitely, a must see.  Every 
year we have a great time and our 
number of campers increase.  Our 
diving experience varies year to year 
however the LABUE experience is 
always consistent…..adventurous 
and fun-filled.  LABUE has reserved 
(4) campsites that can accommodate 
up to 32 campers. More information 
is forthcoming so we want you to 
SAVE THE DATE - October 5-7, 2012. 

DIVER NEWS 

NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS: 
Calvin Berry  
Angela Marcano  
Joseph Windolph  
Johnnie Davis  
Johannes Kepler  

~ 

Know of any member  
Certification announcements?   
Please notify Debora Ewing at  

dewing@proskauer.com 

WATER THERAPY 
A Poem by Steve Scruggs aka Clark Kent 
 

Let the raindrops clear the air, speed 
the rivers, fill the sea. 
 

Let the water calm my soul, let the 
raindrops fall on me. 
 

Binding stress no eye can see cause 
tightening coils that bind. 
 

Tiny droplets on my cheek won’t wash 
the troubles from my mind. 
 

Angst and anger forge the lock and 
water is the key. 
 

Let the rain unlock my soul. 
Let the water set me free. 



 

 

   Well first, I will start by saying that most of our members past and present, believe that the primary benefit for joining 
the National Association of Black Scuba Divers (NABS) is their desire to belong to a club/organization that represents 
African-Americans in the sport of SCUBA diving.  This may not sound like much, but the reality is that many NABS mem-
bers do not belong to a dive club.  
   The second benefit I feel can be summed up in one word, “excitement”.  I have seen over the past several years 
that when a person joins NABS, they are excited about the opportunity to be with scuba divers who look like them, a 
whole lot of beautiful women and handsome men. Also, I can generally say that the exciting thing about joining NABS 
was a chance to travel to exotic scuba diving destinations and enjoy NABS parties in a Caribbean paradise or other exot-
ic locations.  
   The third benefit has to do with networking because like most African-American organizations, NABS has a wide 
range of professionals that include doctors, lawyers, engineers, veterans, educators, police officers, dentist, fire men, 
architects, construction workers, computer programmer, business owners, managers, government employees, etc.. 
NABS offers an excellent opportunity to network. 
 
Current NABS membership benefits also include the following: 
 
New NABS Membership 
◊ NABS Welcome Letter 

◊ NABS Member ID Number (Temporary Paper Card) 

◊ NABS Member ID Number (Final Plastic Card) 

◊ NABS Active Member Yearly Sticker 

◊ NABS Patch 

◊ NABS Decal 

◊ NABS Coat Pin 

◊ NABS Newsletter (for paid members only) 

◊ NABS Buddy Blast (for paid members only) 

◊ NABS Summit Newsletter (for paid members only) 

◊ Access to NABS Diving Professionals (arranged by the member as needed)  

◊ NABS Website access to e-commerce materials (NABS online payments)  

 
Renewing NABS Membership 
◊ NABS Active Member Yearly Sticker (for paid members only) 

◊ NABS Newsletter (for paid members only) 

◊ NABS Buddy Blast (for paid members only) 

◊ NABS Summit Newsletter (for paid members only) 

◊ Access to NABS Diving Professionals (arranged by the member as needed)  

◊ NABS Website access to e-commerce materials (NABS online payments) 

 
Lifetime NABS Membership 

◊ NABS Lifetime Welcome Letter 

◊ NABS Lifetime Gold Card with Unique Life Member ID Number (Metal Card) 

◊ NABS Lifetime Patch 

◊ NABS Lifetime Rocker/Chevron Accessory (goes over top of NABS Lifetime Patch) 

◊ NABS Lifetime Coat Pin (arranged by member for purchase as needed) 

◊ NABS Newsletter 

◊ NABS Buddy Blast 

◊ NABS Summit Newsletter 

◊ Access to NABS Diving Professionals (arranged by the member as needed)  

◊ NABS Website access to e-commerce materials (NABS online payments) 

 
The NABS Membership Committee is currently exploring new opportunities to expand the benefits that NABS members 
receive to make membership an even greater value. 
 

To join NABS or renew your NABS’ membership, go to www.nabsdivers.org. 
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BY:  TYRIE BIVINGS - CHAIRPERSON, NABS MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
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CHECK OUT THE LABUE STORECHECK OUT THE LABUE STORECHECK OUT THE LABUE STORECHECK OUT THE LABUE STORE 

Look great on the boat or beach with official LABUE apparel including T-shirts, Polo 

Shirts, and Baseball Caps.  

T-shirts and Baseball Caps are in stock and are available in most sizes at $20 each.  

Check out the LABUE Store at www.labue.org to place your order, or you may purchase 

items at the monthly membership mee(ng. 



 

 

Parking Lot 3      

Entrance at South West corner.  Look for  
security guard shed behind covered chain 
link fence.   

Directions 
The Natural History Museum is located in 
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boule-
vard between Vermont Avenue and 
Figueroa Street. 
 
Due to Metro line work on Exposition 
Blvd., and  museum construction on 
the Exposition side of the Museum, 
the Museum offers some helpful tips 
for driving to minimize your incon-
venience: 
 
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take 
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and 
head west towards Vermont Avenue.  
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.  
Make a left into Exposition Park  
Lot 3. 
 
Please visit the Museum website for more 
information at www.nhm.org. 

Meetings 

The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

 

HOW ARE WE DOING?  We would love to hear your comments, critiques or 

suggestions.  Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail  address and 

your voice will be heard:  dewing@proskauer.com  

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

• $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

• $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

• $30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 
(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
Open 
 

Secretary  
Open  
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive               
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  
Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events &  
Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Open 
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2012 
June 12, 2012 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM   
June 17, 2012 -- Father’s Day Beach Dive 
June 26, 2012 -- Board Meeting 
July 10, 2012 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM   
July 24, 2012 -- Board Meeting 
August 14, 2012 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM 
August 28, 2012 -- Board Meeting 
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P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009 
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year _______ 

 

General Information: 
Name:        Birthdate:    
Address:            
City:      State:   Zip:    
Day Phone:     Evening Phone:     
Fax:     E-Mail:       
Referred By:            
Emergency Contact Name:          

 

Certification Information: 
Year First Certified:           No. of Dives        Date of Last Dive:          o Warm Water o Beach o 
Boat 

 

Agency Certification 
            
            
            
Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives  o Boat Dives  o Warm Water Dives 
Amount:  $30.00  o Individual Membership  o New  o Renewal 
$45.00 o Family Membership  o New  o Renewal 
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual 
$450.00 o Lifetime Family 
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 

 

WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Un-
derwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be vol-
untarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba div-
ing and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my 
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, aris-
ing out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also agree to release, in-
demnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of 
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I further agree that this release and 
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive  as is permitted by the laws of the State of 
California.  I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents.  I sign this release of 
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance. 
 
 
 
Signature:     Date:      
 


