P H O TO O F TH E MO N T H

Photographer: Tina Houston
Camera: Olympus Stylus 1030SW; 10.1 MP with Underwater Housing
Medium: Digital
Location: Puerto Galera, Philippines; LABUE Club Trip 2009

Raiders of the Lost Ships Presentation
BY SHARLENE JOHNSON

On June 8, 2010, at the General Membership meeting, Club member Steve Scruggs will
be giving a special presentation on „The Guerrero Project.‟ This Project documents the
search for a 19th-century Spanish ship that wrecked on a reef while illegally transporting
561 African slaves. Steve recently took an underwater archeology class and will be writing a series of articles documenting his experience in becoming certified in underwater
archeology and joining others in assisting in the annual archeological mapping of the
Biscayne National Park waters where the Guerrero is believed to rest. Join us at 7:00 PM
at the Museum of Natural History for what promises to be a riveting presentation.
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RAIDERS OF THE LOST SHIPS
BY STEVE SCRUGGS

Everyone has heard the
story of the Henrietta
Marie. Located just off the
eastern coast of Florida it
is one of only two sunken
slave ships ever documented. The National Association of Black SCUBA
Divers (NABS) made national news in 1992 when
a plaque was placed on
the wreck site to document the significance of
the Henrietta Marie‟s discovery. As a result of that
event a new consciousness
arose about the number of
undiscovered and undocumented slave ships that lie
among the thousands of
wrecks scattered along this
leg of the Middle Passage
used for centuries to transport human cargo. The
memories of those shackled and forgotten souls
that perished on the reef
thousands of miles from
their African homes are

about to be resurrected
with the help of „The Guerrero Project‟ and a growing
number of volunteers eager to rewrite history.
The Guerrero Project
documents the search for a
19th-century Spanish ship
that wrecked on a reef
while illegally transporting
561 African slaves. Many
believe the Guerrero rests
somewhere in Florida‟s Biscayne National Park, but its
wreckage has so far eluded
both park rangers and the
treasure-hunting community. Those who search for
ship wrecks tend to follow
the gold. The rich African
history associated with the
Guerrero and other slave
ships fail to justify the expense for those in search
of material wealth. Sunken
slave ships and their remains of human cargo,
chains and shackles have
waited centuries for their

African-American ancestors
to put on SCUBA gear,
drop below the wet surface
of time, reach out and
touch their lost and forgotten souls lying beneath the
sand on the ocean floor.
Kenneth Stewart, a copy
machine repairman from
Nashville, Tennessee and a
NABS
member,
came
across a film in 2004 called
„The Guerrero Project‟ and
the rest, as they say, is
history. He formed an alliance with the archeologists/filmmakers and each
year he leads a group of
volunteer divers at their
own expense to Biscayne
National Park as part of a
program to get divers certified in underwater archeology and assist in the annual archeological mapping
of the national park waters
where the Guerrero is believed to rest.
This is „part one‟ of a

series of articles documenting my personal experience
in becoming certified in underwater archeology and
being a part of this important search. To be able to
say that “I search for sunken
slave ships” will be my priceless treasure. When I make
that first dive and hover
weightlessly over my assigned six foot square area
of sand, the fact that I may
be floating above the remains of a kidnapped African
who drowned screaming in
the dark while frightened
and shackled should begin to
sink in. I hope my writing
skills will do this article justice in expressing the emotions we should all feel. Perhaps I may inspire another
LABUE member to join me
next May in this search for
lost souls; this search for our
history; this search for the
Guerrero.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY RICHARD RICE

WHY

DO

WE

DIVE?

What motivated you to
learn the sport of SCUBA
diving? Our motivation to
become divers and remain
active is unique to each of
us. Once our diving becomes routine and we get
bored with our normal

beach and boat dive activities, many divers lose their
motivation and eventually
stop diving. We all need to
explore new dive opportunities to keep the sport
interesting. Being an active member of a dive club
such as LABUE provides an
excellent way to learn
about and explore new
dive activities to keep us
motivated.
Why would anyone in
their right mind strap a
heavy high pressure tank
filled with air on their back,
strap lead weights around
their waist, and jump into
the cold ocean full of maneating sharks and other

mysterious creatures intent
on harming them? Those
were the comments I received from friends and
family when I embarked on
my SCUBA diving training in
1970. The one thing I did
know is that I wanted to
learn this sport since I was
a child, and that I would be
a lifetime SCUBA diver. As
with many my age, I grew
up watching actor Lloyd
Bridges, starring as Mike
Nelson on the popular
SCUBA action/adventure TV
series “Sea Hunt”. This program introduced a generation of youngsters to the
exciting and exotic world of
SCUBA, which was still in its

infancy as a recreational
sport in the late 1950‟s
when the program first
aired.
As soon as I got my first
job after graduating from
UCLA, I singed up for
SCUBA lessons. My primary
motivation to learn to dive
was the thrill and challenge
of spearfishing. I love to
eat seafood and my enthusiasm had me diving several
times a month throughout
Southern
California
for
nearly 25 years, keeping my
refrigerator full of kelp
perch, sheephead, lingcod,
lobster, scallops, and abalone. Over the years, game
Continued on page 4
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WHY IS THE OUTDOORS AND CAMPING FUN FOR ME?
B Y QU IN A L J OH N S ON

Well, after serving in the
Army for so many years
you would think the outdoors would be the last
place I want to be. But,
recreational camping is
very different. There are
different types of camping
today, as the most common forms of camping are:
RV Camping, Campground
Camping, and Wilderness
Camping which happens to
be the one I like the most.
For me the adventure of
living in the outdoors
makes camping fun for
young and old alike. The
outdoors experience can
be enjoyed by anyone, just
ask some of LABUE‟s members about their experiences with me! We had fun
even in the rain. All of us
enjoyed the peace and
quiet and breathing the

fresh air. Getting out of the
norm and away from the
bustle of regular life is
something relished by avid
campers. I think camping
is also a wonderful opportunity to spend quality time
with family and friends. No
modern distractions, nothing to do but enjoy one
another‟s company the old
fashioned way…
For decades, camping
trips have become more
popular as people put civilization behind them to enjoy the best that nature
has to offer. Today, campers benefit not only from
the serenity of it all, they
participate in other recreational activities as well.
Sports such as hiking, kayaking, canoeing, fishing
and swimming or scuba
diving for us, make camp-

ing trips challenging and
fun.
Just how down-to-earth
you want to be is up to you.
If you prefer to be selfsufficient, you can set up
camp just about anywhere,
anytime, and utilize your
skills for survival. If you‟re a
camping diva, you might
not want to part with some
of the finer things in life.
Search for resorts with entertainment, bathroom facilities, running water,
showers and electrical
hookups for your RV.
When I think of camping,
the thoughts I have might
be quite different than what
you think of…
Have a safe and fun
camping trip.
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FREE
MARINE
LIFE
IDENTIFICATION
CLASSES are being offered
by the Reef Environmental
Education
Foundation
(REEF). In these informative classes you will learn
hot to identify many of the
common fish and invertebrates found in California
waters. Classes are being
offered Thursday, June 24th
and Friday, June 25th from 6
-9PM at the Aquarium of
the Pacific in Long Beach.
Although the classes are
free, you must first register
to participate.
Improve
your dive knowledge, sign
up today for this fun and
informative class! To register
online
go
to
www.pnwscuba.com/
critterwatchers/
calclasses.htm .

LABUE Photo Contest Results:
Tallied by Sharlene Johnson and Debora Ewing

On May 11, 2010, LABUE hosted it‟s second annual photo
contest. This year we had 35 entries from seven photographers. The members in attendance voted for their favorites and below are the results. See page 5 for additional photo contest photographs.
SEALIFE:
1st place - Clownfish photographed by DonCosta Seawell
2nd place - Eel photographed by Richard Rice
3rd place - Red Sea Horse photographed by Tina Houston

SEALIFE - 1st place - Clownfish by DonCosta Seawell

SURFACE SHOTS:
1st place - Man in Orange photographed by Richard Rice
2nd place - Waterfall photographed by Doralyn Seawell
3rd place - Woman with Glasses
photographed by Joseph Windolph
DIVERS:
1st place - Sharlene Johnson and Turtle
photographed by Richard Rice
2nd place - Divers Waiting to Surface
photographed by Richard Rice
3rd place - Don Pilkington with Camera
photographed by DonCosta Seawell

SURFACE - 1st place - Man in Orange by Richard Rice
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Continued from page 2

has become scarcer and
many fish are now protected species. The once
prolific abalone and even
sea scallops have all but
disappeared locally. Spearfishing has declined drastically over the years, providing one less dive activity
for divers to easily participate in.
For many of us, diving
provides an interesting and
exciting way to spend our
time while vacationing in
tropical locations. After all,
what do you do on that
small
Caribbean island
once you have relaxed on
the beach, toured the rum
distillery, the waterfall, and
the blowhole? Many LABUE members find the
warm water, great visibility, and colorful tropical sea
life to be the way they prefer to participate in the
sport. So, what are some
of the ways you can stay
motivated and keep diving
in between your infrequent
warm water dive vacations?
On tropical vacations, I
was always able to enjoy
underwater photography.
Photography was already
my hobby when I purchased a simple camera
and UW housing soon after
SCUBA certification; eventually moving up to a Nikonos IV, Nikonos V, then to
a series of digital still and
video setups. This hobby
provided me with satisfying
challenge and creative outlet while diving on tropical
vacations, and locally as
my involvement in spearfishing declined. Today,
UW photo equipment is
simple to use, relatively
inexpensive, and capable

of producing excellent
photographs. Many LABUE
members have embraced
UW photography and have
improved their photographic skills, producing
unique and beautiful images taken on local and
tropical dives. Take a look
at the winning photos from
our 2nd Annual LABUE
Photo Contest in this
Newsletter issue. Want to
improve your UW photographic skills?
Consider
joining the Los Angeles
Underwater Photographic
Society (www.laups.org)
Diving is an excellent
way to exercise. It provides the motivation to get
in shape and stay in
shape. Whether you are
doing a beach dive at
Malaga Cove where you
have to lug your equipment up and down a steep
hillside trail, completing a
day of boat diving at San
Clemente Island, a relaxing drift dive in Fiji, or
packing heavy dive equipment through dense vegetation to dive a cenote in
Mexico‟s Yucatan; at the
end of the day you feel as
if you spent an afternoon
exercising hard at the
gym.
Consider expanding your
dive training and polishing
your dive skills by participating in Los Angeles

County‟s Advanced Diver
Program

(www.lacountyscuba.com).
This intensive program
conducted from July to
September provides over
100 hours of pool, ocean,
and classroom training
instruction at a very reasonable cost.
Training
topics cover decompres-

sion theory, oceanography,
marine life ID, deep diving,
night diving, wreck survey,
photography, and many
more. You will finish the
program as a confident
NAUI Rescue Diver, NAUI
Nitrox Diver, NAUI O2 Provider, and NAUI Master
Diver.
The challenge of mastering technical skills necessary to push the extremes
of the sport motivates
many divers involved in
Technical Diving.
Diving
deep, diving long, diving
confined,
and
diving
wrecks provides a level of
accomplishment that keeps
many actively diving to
maintain and improve their
skills.
Marine conservation efforts such as Earthdive
(www.earthdive.com) and
California
ReefCheck
(www.reefcheck.org) provide a rewarding way for
divers to play a part in protecting fragile marine resources while maintaining
their SCUBA skills. Don‟t
forget participating in harbor cleanups conducted
annually at Catalina‟s Avalon Harbor, Newport Harbor cleanup, and Dana
Point Harbor.

Diving with a Purpose

(www.divingwithapurpose.
org) provides a unique and
inspiring dive opportunity.
This program lets divers
connect with history by
providing the UW archeological survey training and
the opportunity to search
for slave shipwrecks. Long
time LABUE member Steve
Scruggs just returned from
Biscayne
Bay,
Florida
where he completed this
training and participated in

the search for the slave
ship Guerrero. Don‟t forget
to read his article in this
Newsletter issue and you
won‟t want to miss his
presentation at our June
8th General Membership
Meeting.
Whatever your dive interests
and
motivation,
SCUBA diving provides a
unique escape from the
terrestrial world.
For a
brief time we can leave our
everyday environment and
comfortably enjoy a unique
marine world that only a
small number of humans
on earth have ever experienced. We can forget our
worries and stresses, as we
concentrate in the skills
necessary to keep us alive
underwater. The thrill of
navigating through the picturesque dense kelp forests
of Catalina Island remains
one of my favorite dive
experiences unique in this
world. I encourage all of
you to join LABUE on our
upcoming Catalina Weekend to be held June 18 –
20, so that you can share
this unique dive adventure
with us and renew your
interest in SCUBA diving.
Give me a call or send
me
an
email
(ricere2004@yahoo.com)
to share your ideas on how
to make LABUE a better
dive club and to let me
know how you can help us
in these efforts.
To understand why others dive, take a look at the
following link:
www.scubadiving.com/
community/why-i-dive .
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DIVER - 1st place - Sharlene & Turtle by Richard Rice

DIVERS - 2nd place - Waiting to Surface by Richard Rice

SURFACE - 2nd place - Waterfall by Doralyn Seawell

Divers - 3rd place - Don Pilkington by DonCosta Seawell
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Chamber Evening Photographs:

SEALIFE - 2nd place - Eel by Richard Rice

DIVER - 3rd place - Red Sea Horse by Tina Houston
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NEWSLETTER ADS

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
$15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
$20 for a half page ad (per month);
$30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you‟re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.

NEWSLETTER MATERIALS AND
DEADLINES (REMINDER)

Your Newsletter Committee welcomes your original recipes, poems, articles, etc. If you would like to submit an item to be published in the
newsletter please submit your material to dewing@proskauer.com. 500
words or less would be the ideal size (or we can always do a “to be continued” type of article if space is an issue in a particular month). The cutoff date for the following month‟s newsletter is the 15th of the month.
For example, if today is the 6th of May, material would be needed by May
15 for the June Newsletter. Otherwise, the material will be held until the
following month.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2010

June 8 -- LABUE‟s Meeting of the General Membership - 7:00 PM
June 25 -- Board Meeting - 6:00 PM
June 18 - 20 -- Weekend at Catalina
September 24 - 26 -- Camp and Dive at Leo Carrillo
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Internet
Francois Desamours
(310) 412-8128

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program
Sharlene Johnson
(310) 833-0494

Treasurer
Denise Barker
(562) 423-4974

Beach Dive
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Technical Dive Committee
Open

Secretary
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Robert Simmons
(323) 292-8960

Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)

Sharlene Johnson
(310) 833-0494

Dive Events &
Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and Figueroa Street.

Due to Metro line work on Exposition
Blvd., and museum construction on
the Exposition side of the Museum,
the Museum offers some helpful tips
for driving to minimize your inconvenience:
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

Youth Committee
Open
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

HOW ARE WE DOING? We would love to hear your comments, critiques or
suggestions. Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail address and
your voice will be heard: dewing@proskauer.com

Parking Lot 3
Entrance at South West corner. Look for
security guard shed behind covered chain
link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

PO BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(310) 337-1541
(310) 337-1542 FAX

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year ______
General Information
Name:____________________________________________________________Birthdate:___________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________ State:________________ Zip:___________________
Day Phone:_______________________________ Evening Phone:_______________________________
Fax:_____________________________________ E-Mail:_____________________________________
Referred By: __________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name:_____________________________________ Phone No._________________
Certification Information:
Year First Certified:_____ No. of Dives _____ Date of Last Dive:_______ []Warm Water []Beach []Boat
Agency Certification
____________________ __________________________
____________________ __________________________
____________________ __________________________
Diving Preferences: [] Beach Dives [] Boat Dives [] Warm Water Dives
Amount: $ 30.00 [] Individual Membership [] New [] Renewal
$ 45.00 [] Family Membership [] New [] Renewal
$ 300.00 [] Lifetime Individual
$ 450.00 [] Lifetime Family
***Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I ____________________________, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers
(LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE
events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of
your acceptance of this application and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death
or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify, defend and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers, from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and indemnification is
intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I have carefully read this
release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will with full knowledge of its significance.
Signature: ________________________________ Date: __________________________________

