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Inside this issue:  

ß LABUE Summer Beach Dives and Catalina Island Dives - TBD 

ß International Coastal Cleanup Day ï September 15th 

ß LABUE Dive nô Camp Weekend ï September 28-30th  

ß LABUE Quarterly Membership Meeting ï September 29th  

ß NABS Bahamas Dive Summit ï November 3 ï 10th  

ß Discover SCUBA II - TBD 

ß Be the Match Run/Walk, Long Beach - TBD November   

ß Holiday Dinner - TBD December 
 

Join our LABUE Meetup Group at www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/ providing an easy 
way to stay up to date on all of our upcoming events and dive activities. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE   
BY: RICHARD RICE 

scheduled for the Fall of each year.  

Randy and DonCosta Seawell also did 

a great job researching and selecting 

the best dive shops available and 

working out the transportation logis-

tics at each port of call.  Randy man-

aged our trip budget well and we were 

able to cover all trip expenses while 

providing unbeatable diving and cabin 

prices for everyone. In addition to a 

bonus shipboard credit for each cabin, 

a surprise awaited all of the partici-

pants at home as they received COST-

CO gift cards with values up to $285. 

Many thanks Randy and DonCosta for 

another memorable LABUE Warm Wa-
ter Dive Vacation.  

   Your LABUE Board and trip 

planners are busy putting togeth-

er the details on our next LABUE 
Warm Water Dive Vacation that 

will take place in Spring 2019. We 

will be announcing the destina-

tion and issuing a trip flyer & reg-

istration package and begin ac-

cepting deposits for this trip soon.  

   Your LABUE Board of Directors 
has an ambitious agenda for 2018 

and, with your help, will continue with 

our effort to institute changes neces-

sary to ensure LABUEôs future. We 

encourage you to support your dedi-

cated LABUE Officers and Board of 

Directors in meeting the challenges of 

2018 with your active participation in 

LABUE. If you are interested in lending 

your labor, experience, or organiza-

tional skills to LABUE on any of our 

tasks or committees, your participation 

would be more than welcomed.  If you 

would like to recommend an activity or 

event that would benefit the commu-

nity, our members, or help fulfill our 

mission, please share your ideas with 

me or one of the Board members.  We 

value your recommendations.  
    Give me a call or send me an email 
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your 

ideas and thoughts on how to make 

LABUE a better dive club and to let me 

know how you can help us in these 

efforts.  

our members and guests gathered in 

the shipôs conference room for our 

2nd quarterly LABUE membership 

meeting providing an update of up-

coming club activities, finances, and 

challenges. Newly elected NABS 

president Kamau Sadiki gave us a 

presentation on current and past 

NABS projects and accomplishments, 

as well as his administrationôs vision 

and goals to build a stronger and 

more effective organization. We also 

welcomed past NABS President, 

Vernon Beard and his wife, to our 

dive vacation. 

   After a day of relaxing at sea and 
exploring the ship, our diving began 

in Mexico with a 2-tank dive explor-

ing the colorful reefs in the Costa 

Maya area with DoctorDive shop.  

Sun Divers of Roatan offered excel-

lent diving featuring colorful reefs 

and walls. Diving got better each day 

and diving with Seasports Belize did 

not disappoint as we took an hour 

long boat ride to explore two Turnef-

fe Reef dive sites.  The highlight 

came on our last day of diving with 

SCUBA Life Cozumel as we traversed 

Cozumelôs challenging Devilôs Throat 

dive site; entering its mouth at 60ft. 

and exiting at 130+ feet. The West-

ern Caribbean destinations we visited 

featured colorful reefs and abundant 

sea life that were not impacted by 

the devastating effects of last yearôs 

hurricanes that hit the Eastern Carib-

bean.  All of our dive sites featured 

comfortable 82 degree water and 

100ft+ visibility.  

   Our trip organizer, Randy Tillery, 
did a superb job putting this enjoya-

ble dive vacation together and filling 

all of our spots just 6 months after 

our 2017 Bohol, Philippines dive va-

cation.  LABUEôs board decided to 

schedule a Spring trip this year which 

allows us to adjust our future warm 

water dive vacation schedules  back 

to the springtime, reducing future  

vacation schedule conflicts with the 

annual NABS Dive Summits, normally 

   LABUE divers and guests com-
pleted a Caribbean odyssey dur-
ing our Western Caribbean Carni-
val Dream Cruise & Dive vacation, 
May 6-13th.  Our 2015 Best of the 
Caribbean Cruise & Dive Vacation 
aboard Royal Caribbeanôs Adventure of 
the Seas provided us with at sample of 

Eastern Caribbean diving in St Martin, 

St Croix, St Lucia, Antigua, and Barba-

dos. This yearôs Cruise & Dive vacation 

completed our odyssey with a sample 

of Western Caribbean diving in Costa 

Maya (Mexico), Roatan (Honduras), 

Belize, and Cozumel (Mexico); while 

enjoying the amenities and luxury of 

Carnival Cruise Lineôs Dream cruise 
ship.  As an added benefit, our port of 

departure was New Orleans, Louisi-

ana, providing everyone with the op-

portunity to experience enjoyable pre/

post trip stays and adventures in this 

exciting city.   
   Thirty-one LABUE divers and guests 

gathered in New Orleans in advance of 

our May 6th departure aboard the 

Dream, with many of us arriving days 
early to enjoy the amazing food, mu-

sic, history, tours, and energy of The 
Big Easy. Accommodations aboard the 

Dream were luxurious, with great din-
ing and libations at a variety of ship-

board restaurants and bars, nightly 

entertainment, dancing, casino gam-

bling, a full service spa, shopping, and 

plenty of shipboard activities and ex-

citing off-ship excursions. On May 7th 
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