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BY BOB SIMMONS

The Background
Over 10 years ago, I began thinking
about outstanding dive sites I wanted
to experience before I ‘retired’ from
the sport. Eventually I developed a
list of 10 locations, condensed it to 5
and, finally, to my top three bucketlist sites.
Without hesitation, The
Maldives Islands was number one.
Over the past few years I have explored the third choice (Sulawesi and
Lembeh Straits), the second choice
(Wakatobi) and finally, from Feb 27 to
March 17 of this year, I had the good
fortune to experience the dive trip of
my lifetime by diving The Magnificent
Maldives (plus a side trip to Dubai).
The term ‘Magnificent’ was coined by
Divers Alert Magazine which featured
The Maldives Islands as the lead article a few years back.
The Logistics

The Magnificent Maldives are a series of islands located in the Indian
Ocean south and slightly west of India’s southern tip. A live aboard was
the best way to dive these islands.
To charter an entire yacht in the best
time of the year, we had to schedule
the trip almost 2 years in advance. It
was not possible to fly nonstop from
the USA to The Maldives. Of the
many connecting airports to choose
from, 12 of us chose Dubai in The
United Arab Emirates. Others chose
routes thru Singapore, Turkey, India,
Russia and Ghana. We arrived the
day before boarding our yacht and
enjoyed a ‘meet and greet’ dinner
which allowed all of us to mingle prior
to the actual cruise.
The Yacht
The 10-cabin Carpe Vita Explorer, a
126-long, 4 story luxury yacht was

the very comfortable home base for
our group of 20 divers. Since all diving was done from a ‘dhone’, a 61’
dive boat which followed the
‘Mothership’ and contained all dive
gear, the entire Explorer was used
solely as a living, dining and entertainment center for the 20 of us. It
was quite a yacht.
The Divers
We had divers from California (D.
Ewing, S. Williams, E. Shepherd, D.
Jones, S. Campbell, B. Simmons),
Washington DC (J. Haiglar, V. Haiglar,
K. Walker), Maryland (A. Dobbins, A.
Jones, M. Garrett, R. Galliard), Virginia (R. Cauthen), Michigan (M. Maxey,
B. Kitchen), Alabama (L. Ingram), No.
Carolina (G. Geiger), Florida (S. Joseph) and Australia (S. Jordan). It
was possible to complete as many as

Ella Jean lived throughout Central
America, Jamaica and Grand Cayman. She came to the U.S. for high
school and attended Cal State LA
earning her undergraduate degree in
biology. It was at this time that she
took a SCUBA course at Cal State,
obtaining her OWI certification in
1970. In 1983 Ella Jean completed
the LA County Underwater Instructors Certification Course, becoming
the first African American female in
the US to become a SCUBA instructor, teaching all levels of diving, leadership, and specialty certifications.
Professionally, Ella Jean was a marine biologist, educator, lecturer,
photographer, and author who cowrote When Women Dive: A Fe-

helped to establish trails for underwater parks. Another career highlight for
Ella Jean began in 1989 when she began to teach commercial diving at
School of Oceaneering in Wilmington. She became the Chair of her Department in 1992 and rose to the position of Department Dean in 1995. Ultimately, the school was purchased by
National University in 2003 and she
was made Vice President in charge of
the L.A. campus. She spent 19 productive years at the school until her
retirement in 2008. Ella Jean was a
2000 inductee into the Women Divers
Hall of Fame (www.wdhof.org) and in
recent
years
loved diving with
the Women Divers
Hall
of
Fame in Bonaire,
Mexico, Cayman
Islands, Philippines, and most
recently in late
2013 with the
Coral Reef Restoration Project

Continued on page 4

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY: RICHARD RICE

LABUE has once again lost a
dear friend and supporter. Ella
Jean Morgan passed away on May 15,
2014 at the age of 75. Long time
LABUE members may remember Ella
Jean at our membership meetings at
Bob’s house or on boat dives in the
late 1990’s when she was an active
LABUE member and dive instructor.
Some members completed their Advanced OW Certification under her
expert instruction.
Born in Belize to missionary parents,

male’s Guide to Diving and Snorkeling (1992) with her business partner

Erin O’Neill, addressing the unique
issues faced by women learning to
dive. She was also contributing author and writer of several other
books and magazines. As an underwater researcher she conducted
fish behavior studies, underwater
surveys, replanted abalone, and

Continued on page 3
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President’s Message
Continued from Page 2

in the Florida Keys.
Along with her husband Frank Boulanger, himself an ex-Navy diver,
commercial diving consultant, and a
sailor, Ella Jean loved the sailing life
of the Southern California coast and
Channel Islands. I last spoke with
Ella Jean at last year’s Chamber
Evening event at the Aquarium of the
Pacific. She gave me her updated
email address, and I began forwarding her current information on LABUE
in hopes reestablishing a relationship
with our club. However; at this year’s
Chamber Evening event on May 7th,
we learned from her long time friend,

Erin O’Neill, that Ella Jean was dying
of cancer. Ella Jean Morgan led a
rich, vibrant, accomplished, and
happy life and will be missed by us
all.
2014 is an election year for
LABUE, with LABUE Officer and LABUE Board of Directors positions to
be determined next Fall. If you are
interested in determining the direction and future growth of LABUE, I
invite you to seriously consider running for an officer or board position
during next Fall’s elections. If you
are interested in lending your labor,
experience, or organizational skills
to LABUE on any of our committees,
your participation would be more
than welcomed. If you would like to
recommend an activity or event that
would benefit the community, our
members, or help fulfill our 2014
mission, please share your ideas it
with me or one of the Board members. We value your recommendations. Give me a call or send me an
email
(labue@sbcglobal.net)
to
share your ideas and thoughts on
how to make LABUE a better dive
club and to let me know how you
can help us in these efforts.

DIVER NEWS
NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS

Salim Jordan
Charles Beckworth
Sylvia Moore
Stacy Wade
Symphorosa Wiliams
Daphne King
~~~
Know of any member
Certification announcements?
Please notify Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta
Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone
who desires to join you will be
aware.

LABUE Catalina Weekend
On the weekend of July 19th, the
club is planning to dive Catalina Island. The plan is to dive Saturday,
and possibly Sunday, at the Underwater Park off of Casino Point. If

you plan on attending please let Joe
Windolph or Richard Rice know as
soon as possible so we can start coordinating with others who plan on
attending. Please note, this is going
to be a busy weekend at Avalon, but
busy in a good way. The Annual Gold
Star Dive is planned for this weekend, as well as a jazz festival which
will being held at Wrigley Park. So
there will be plenty of other activities
to complement the diving if you are
interested venturing off the point or
staying on it.

You can schedule your departure
and return with Catalina Express.
Round trip fees out of Long Beach
and San Pedro run approximately
$80. Parking for the day is $12.
There is a also a truck that will take
your gear from the boat to the dive
location for a reasonable fee. Also, if
you bring a tank you can get it filled
at Casino Point as well as rent tanks.
If you are interested please call Joe
at (626)539-5636 or email him at
joseph.windolph@gmail.com. For
more information on diving Casino
Point visit the Pacific Wilderness website at www.pacificwilderness.com
and click on “Dive Sites”. More information on boats to and from Avalon
can be found at the Catalina Express
at www.catalinaexpress.com.
You can also find more up to date
information regarding most all activities for LABUE at our Meetup.com
site at www.meetup.com/
LABUEDIVERS.
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The Magnificent Maldives
Continued from page 2

24 dives. Miles Maxey was the only
diver to accomplish this remarkable
achievement. Brenda Kitchen was
second with 23 dives. I finished my
week with a very relaxing 16 dives.
The Diving
The gorgeous aquamarine water
was a toasty 84 degrees. The visibility was generally between 45-90ft
and the current varied between mild
and strong. The currents brought in
the nutrients which led to extremely
lush, beautiful coral, both soft and
hard. This coral attracted large numbers of schooling fish which, in turn,
attracted the large pelagics. The

‘usual suspects’ were all there: eels,
sharks, turtles, sting rays, eagle rays,
clown fish, lobsters, lion fish, nudibranchs, macro life, etc. However,
all of us had seen these types of fish
life countless times in the past and
had not traveled over 21 hours in the
air just to see the ‘usual suspects’.
We had all came to see manta rays
and whale sharks and were virtually
promised that we would see these
rare and beautiful creatures. We

were not disappointed!!!
Having typical wing
spans of between 1322ft, the large numbers
of manta rays were
breathtaking! Extremely
graceful, these large
mantas swam above and
around us time after
time, in wave after wave
of undulating beauty.
The cameras were clicking but videos were the
best way to capture the
moment of seeing 4, 5
or 6 mantas diving in aligned, precision formation while another
4 or 5 were diving independently in any direction I
looked (with 6-10 ramoras
attached to each). In the
background, sharks and other
pelagics would occasionally
pass by but went basically
unnoticed because the mantas were
so
stunning. Once
we
entered the feeding
station
regions,
we would settle in
and spend the
next 60 minutes
or so simply enjoying the show.
We were fortunate enough to
have not one, but several dives
amongst the magnificent creatures.

On the last day of diving, we
searched out and found a whale
shark. In the midst of the frenetic
efforts to see and video the huge,
but docile, shark, I could not help but
think how lucky we all were to enjoy
the spectacle of diving with both
manta rays and whale sharks on
back to back to back days!!!
Prior to the trip and during our 20

month waiting period, our expectations had grown to unbelievable proportions. I even questioned myself
about whether my expectations could
ever be met. What would be the
reality of the final outcome? Now, I
am glad to say that the trip both met
and exceeded my expectations! We
had seen and done everything we
had hoped for…we had seen the best
of THE MAGNIFICENT MALDIVES…AS
PROMISED!!!
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BY: RICHARD RICE

The following is an email I received
from a great couple that DonCosta
and I met at the Atlantis Dive Resort
in Dumaguete, Philippines in October
2009, while LABUE members were
enjoying their visit to the Atlantis
Dive Resort in Puerto Galera.
Clare and Brian Elwood live in London Ontario, Canada. DonCosta Seawell and I enjoyed daily dives with
them in Dumaguete and neighboring
islands of Apo and Siquijor. They are
very experienced divers and were on
a two-month dive vacation to locations in the Philippines and Pacific
islands. I thought LABUE members
would find their report on Truk and
Palau interesting and informative in
light of our September warm water
dive vacation to those destinations.

“Hello Richard, Greetings from the
Frozen North: We are back from Asia
and still feeling the effects of jet-lag
but thought we'd like to put pen to
paper, so to speak, and let you know
our evaluation of Truk and Palau.
After we parted company, we went
off on the next leg of our journey on
the Odyssey at Truk lagoon. The
best place to stay is the Blue Lagoon,
which is pretty marginal but is ok for
one night. This is a must do dive
vacation but only from a live aboard
and, from what we saw, only from
the Odyssey. We met some Canadians who had decided to a very similar trip to us going to Truk and then
on to Palau but they employed the
budget plan - big mistake. The boat
in Truk was full of roaches, terrible
food, limited fresh water, cramped
and dirty conditions etc. On the other hand, we had a wonderful experience on the Odyssey, which is a superbly run boat, very clean, great
food and a very congenial and professional crew. Anyone with a sense
of history could not fail to be impressed by these wrecks and the detritus of war. We now know why the
Japanese lost the war, the evidence
reveals thousands of saki and beer
bottles everywhere. If you want to
dive this site and get the most out of
it, I would suggest doing it in the

next five years or so since they are
beginning to show their age. I think
you would really have a wonderful
time at Truk and enjoy it very much.
The island, however, is quite another
matter with the worst poverty and
the most desperate conditions imaginable.
Apparently the US gives
twenty-five million in aid each year
but it ends up in the pockets of the
five top families who, strangely
enough, now reside in Hawaii - truly
an outrage.
Palau is a lovely spot and we
stayed both before and after the dive
boat at the Palau Pacific Resort
where Brian fell in love with the heated toilet with heated jet sprays for
cleansing, true decadence.
Like
Truk, this place really has to be done
on a live aboard since you would
have from between 45 and 90
minutes of travel time in a small boat
to the dive sites and there is a lot of
rain in Palau. We dove on the Aggressor, which was definitely the best
boat there with great food and was
extremely well organized. The other
Canadians chose to use the Big Blue
Explorer, which turned out to be awful with broken air conditioning, lack
of water etc. We dove on Blue Corner, which is touted as the worlds
best dive and without hesitation, yes
it is. We bought reef hooks on the
boat (a must) to do a lot of the
dives, as there are very strong cur-

rents. What they have you do is get
to the edge of the reef overlooking a
fairly deep channel with a ripping
current, hook in with your hook,
which is attached to the bc, inflate
the bc and voila, you are now a human kite in the current. From this
vantage point, the marine world goes
past as if in parade. The photographers loved this posture since both
hands were free to deal with the
cameras.
We stopped counting
sharks after a few minutes and were
mesmerized by this display of aquatic
life streaming past us. This is definitely a destination for you with photo opportunities that are truly amazing. On this part of the trip, we
shared the boat with a bunch from
LA who proved to be demanding,
high maintenance and extremely selfinvolved, needless to say, we dove a
lot and read a lot and had nothing in
common with that group.
I hope this helps you formulate
future dive trip plans. Hopefully, we
will manage to dive together at some
time in the future and would love to
join you if you need a couple fill any
free spots on future trips.
We also heard of some other great
spots to dive from those we met:
Oman, Komoto Dancer Bali, and the
Dancers in Papua New Guinea and
Maldives.
We will keep in touch.
Clare Elwood”

LABUE Warm-Water
Trip
To Palau and Truk Lagoon
September 14, 2014 through September 28, 2014

Join LABUE for the dive vacation of a lifetime to the Micronesian islands of Palau and Truk Lagoon
featuring the best wreck diving some of the most varied and dazzling marine life in the world.
The base trip includes seven (7) days in Palau at the Paradise Hotel, diving, airport transfers, complimentary breakfast, and taxes. Dive permits, green fees, and departure fees are also included in
the quoted prices. The base trip is open to divers and non-divers, with provision for single and
double occupancy. Participants may extend the Palau base trip if they wish.
The optional trip for divers only includes four (4), five (5), or seven (7) days in Truk at the Blue Lagoon Resort, diving, transfers and taxes. Dive permits, and departure fees are also included in the
quoted prices, with provision for single and double occupancy.
The Palau and Truk trips can be done individually, or they can be combined; first to Palau and
then on to Truk for either four, five or seven days. For the base trip to Palau, a $400 deposit is
due by February 28, 2014; a $600 payment is due by April 30, 2014; the balance is due by July 31,
2014. For the combined Palau-Truk trip, a $500 deposit is due by February 28, 2014; a $700 payment is due by March 31, 2014; a $700 payment is due by May 31, 2014, and the balance is due
by July 31, 2014..

Viewing Palau from the air

WWII wreck in Truk Lagoon

Sea creatures in one of the Palau sites

Airfare is not included, but it is possible to get quotes for a group of 10 or more.
Otherwise, each participant will have to arrange his/her airfare individually.
Contact:

The Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) for more information at:
P. O. Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 or info@labue.org
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NEWSLETTER ADS
LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
 $20 for a half page ad (per month);
 $30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2014

July 8, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
July 19-20, 2014 -- LABUE Catalina Island Weekend
July 22, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting
August 12, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
August 26, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting
September 14 - September 28, 2014 -- Club Trip to Palau and Truk Lagoon
September 19, 2014 -- Coastal Cleanup Day
October 10-12, 2014 -- LABUE Dive and Camp Weekend
November 22, 2014 -- Be the One Run/Walk

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and
Figueroa Street.
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Keenon Adamson

Treasurer
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Dive Events & Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Parking Lot - East side of
Bill Robertson Lane
Entrance at South West corner of the
building. Look for the security guard
shed behind covered chain-link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Day Phone:
Evening Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
E-Mail:
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:

Birthdate:
Zip:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified: ______

No. of Dives: _______________

Date of Last Dive: _______

Warm Water ☐

Beach ☐

Boat ☐

Certification Agency(s):

Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives

☐ Boat Dives

☐ Warm Water Dives

Membership Category:
Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New

☐ Renewal

$45.00 ☐ for Family Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual

$450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving
and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising
out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from any and all liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.
Signature:

Date:

