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July Meeting
BY SHARLENE JOHNSON

Come join the Board of Directors on July 13, 2010, at the General Membership meeting,
for a fun and relaxing evening of socializing and story-telling. All members are invited to
bring photographs and videos of recent trips and vacations. Many LABUE Club Members
who went on the 2010 Club Trip to Cozumel, Mexico will be bringing their photos and
showing slide-shows and video presentations of the trip. Members who wish to share
but are unable to attend may e-mail their media to prclyn@sbcglobal.net. Chips and
home-made salsa and guacamole will be provided, and I will be making empanadas! So,
if you are brave enough to try them…!
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RAIDERS OF THE LOST SHIPS: Part II
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BY STEVE SCRUGGS

On June 8th some Laker fans were
treated to a rousing victory over the
Boston Celtics while some LABUE
members were treated to a well received presentation on my training
experience in Biscayne Florida. Considering the competition, the turnout
was a pleasant surprise. Several visitors showed up who had read one of
several announcements that were
carried in local newspapers. All of the
visitors seemed sincerely impressed
with our organization including one
who submitted a membership application. But no one was more impressed or flattered than I was in
seeing so many who were interested
in hearing what I had to say about
the search for the slave ship
Guerrero.
The one week basic underwater
archeological training course made
me a certified "Underwater Archeological Advocate". As one of eighteen
participants, we received intense
training in trilateration mapping techniques used in underwater cartography and 'in situ' drawing techniques
used to create planemetric drawings.
This is a fancy way to say we lay on

the sandy bottom in around ten feet
of water for over an hour per dive
doing a lot of detailed measuring and
sketching of wreck artifacts. The
sketches are eventually transferred
into a computer CAD system that produces a mapped study of the wreck
site for later evaluation by a trained
archeologist to determine the identity
of the wreck based on clues learned
through years of experience in that
field of study.
The one package of maps produced
by my class will eventually be part of
a total complete package to include
each of the ninety-one wrecks inside
of Key Biscayne National Park. Unfortunately, this is the process involved
in identifying which of the ninety-one
wrecks is the slave ship Guerrero,
potentially only the second slave ship
ever identified. And like any archeological study, this process could take
years.
The good news is that the process
has begun and the more "Underwater
Archeological Advocates" that are
trained and participate in the search,
the sooner the process can be completed. This has been a time-critical

goal of the National Park Service for
years because time is running out due
to destruction caused by wreck raiders and now oil and the park service
is not staffed for such a task. The
gratitude expressed by the National
Park Service towards our class of volunteers producing this work for them
is heartwarming.
There is so much more I can say
about my experience but space restraints will not allow. I would encourage all divers to experience this class
if for no other reason than to say you
participated in such a monumental
and historic endeavor. I will be there
again next year as is usually the case
with all who participate. It is also a
rare opportunity where the trip, expenses and new equipment are a tax
write-off.
For more information about the
program and how to sign up you can
Google any number of sites: "Diving
With A Purpose", "Guerrero Project",
"Slave Ship Guerrero" or "Tennessee
Aquatic Project". And if you have any
questions feel free to call me at 310795-0851.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY RICHARD RICE

We are more than halfway through
2010 and the LABUE Board and Committee members are working hard to
promote LABUE’s continued success
and to facilitate the club’s evolution
into an active and self-sustaining
dive club into the future.
In January, we introduced a new
LABUE Newsletter format, featuring a
member’s “Photo of the Month” on
the cover of each edition. LABUE
Newsletter editor Debora Ewing has
tapped into the literary and photographic talents of our members to
make each issue colorful, informative, and interesting; taking full advantage of the valuable talents,
skills, and experience within the club
to provide some great Newsletter
content.

Despite the continuing impact of the
recovering US economy on our membership, LABUE continues to provide
affordable quality dive opportunities
and activities. The Beach Dive Committee will continue to plan monthly
beach dives throughout Southern California, as well as special events such
as the June Catalina Dive Weekend
and the upcoming Dive/Camp Weekend to be held at Leo Carillo State
Beach in September. Members will
also be able to continue to enjoy social
activities such as LABUE’s Evening of
Dinner Theater organized by DonCosta
Seawell in February. The excellent
dramatic performance and tasty soulfood dinner for only $12.50 was truly a
bargain.
Continued on page 4
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JUNE 8, 2010 General Meeting Photos

V O LU M E 1 5, IS S U E 7

Diver’s Conducting Survey

Steve Scruggs

Diver’s Conducting Survey

Diver’s Conducting Survey

Member’s Corner: MY DAY AT THE SCUBA SHOW
BY Tina Houston

I started my journey to the Long
Beach Scuba Show on May 15,
2010. One of the most impressive
sights at the Scuba Show was the
attendance. Each aisle was full of
excited divers, like me ready to
spend $100’s even $1000s on new
and improved equipment.
I would estimate at least 5000 attendees today. However, the buzz
from people at the show would mute
any number. After entering the turnstyle, I marked my show program as
to the number of booths I wanted to
attend. While browsing the various
booths, I turned around and to my
surprise; I bumped into a fellow LABUE member, DonCosta.
My mission: was to find that interesting gadget that MUST HAVE for

every diver’s gear bag. To find that
Best of Show product that we all
crave. The usual dive manufacturers
were well equipped at the Scuba
Show. Folks from DUI, Dive Rite,
Mares, Scuba Pro and many others,
while austerely represented, had
their products, smiles and were enthusiastic to converse with the many
divers streaming down the aisles.
Custom wetsuits were all the rave
(and if you dive California, I am
pretty sure you know why). My favorite were by the people from JMJ
Wetsuits. They were impressively
displaying their advantages over the
“off-the-rack” manufacturers.
There were many travel company
display booths at the Scuba
Show. Destination companies from

as far away as Wakatobi to our
neighbors in Loreto showed that they
were passionate about divers coming
to visit. There were much chatter
about destination focused dive travel
and how it was suffering from the
change in the economy worldwide.
A bargain hunter (like me) could
find deals on the various tables at the
Scuba Show. Destinations like Curacao, Palau, Wakatobi, Malaysia, Turks
and Caicos all had very attractive brochures, many exciting stories, warm
smiles and inviting waters for the
West Coast Diver and anyone else
who would listen.
I enjoyed my day immensely and
ended my fantastic adventure with
collecting information regarding LABUE with potential new members.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

As part of our Program Committee
efforts, Sharlene Johnson has helped
us successfully begin to increase attendance at our monthly general
membership meetings by providing
fun, entertaining, and informative
meeting programs which have included a Philippine dive vacation Picture Party, our 2nd Annual LABUE
Photo Competition, and an inspiring
program documenting the search for
the slave ship Guerrero by LABUE
member Steve Scruggs.
Since returning from another successful LABUE Dive Vacation to the
beautiful Mexican island of Cozumel
in April, the newly formed LABUE
Dive Trip Planning Committee has
been diligently working to research
various member recommended destinations to be considered by the
Board for our 2011 warm water dive
vacation. Once a destination is selected, this committee will be responsible for working out the final arrangements, and running the trip to
ensure the best diving and the best
dive vacation value for LABUE members.
The LABUE club Bylaws are currently undergoing a major revision in

2010 under the direction of Bob Simmons. The By Laws will be updated
to expand opportunities for LABUE
members to actively participate in
running LABUE and will make it easier for members to qualify to run as
LABUE officers or “at large” board
positions during future elections.
This revision will be presented to the
LABUE Membership for approval
within the next few months.
Discover Scuba has always been
an integral part of LABUE’s efforts to
build membership and to introduce
the sport to our community. Discover Scuba continued this year with
our April session. We are working
with George Linares to schedule another session for 2010 along with a
LABUE sponsored SCUBA Refresher
Course for certified divers who want
to renew their basic SCUBA skills.
LABUE has continued to be a presence in the Southern California dive
community by sponsoring a table at
the annual Chamber Evening event
held at the Aquarium of the Pacific in
Long Beach in May, benefiting the
Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber. To
enhance our community involvement
we will, for the third year in a row,

be staffing a LABUE SCUBA display at
the annual Compton Air Show scheduled for this Fall.
The LABUE Board has agreed to
renew our active club affiliation and
participation in the National Association of Black Scuba Divers (NABS),
now under the leadership of former
LABUE member Zel Head. LABUE divers are planning to participate in the
annual NABS Summit to be held in
Costa Rica this November. Tina Houston is serving as the NABS Regional
Representative as well as the LABUE
Club Representative and we all are
enthusiastic about our renewed involvement in this important National
organization.
As you can see, we are off to a
good start for 2010; however, we still
desperately need your support and
participation in club meetings, events,
and dive activities to ensure the future success of LABUE. We also need
your direct involvement and participation in all aspects of running LABUE.
I encourage you to take a look at the
list of Committees listed in this issue
and feel free to contact the Committee chairperson if you are interested
in taking a more active role in LABUE.

NABS SUMMIT, COSTA RICA
BY BOB SIMMONS

Zel Head, President of National Association of Black Scuba Divers
(NABS) and former LABUE members,
recently announced that the NABS
summit will be held in Costa Rica
from November 3 to November 7,
2010. This will be the first time NABS
has ventured into Latin America and
the experience will be very enriching
and exciting.
Costa Rica has long been known for
its rich biodiversity with rain forests,
rivers, waterfalls and beautiful pristine beaches which stretch for miles.
The group will be housed at the top
rated Hilton Papagayo Costa Rica Resort & Spa and will dive on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday. With the diving
and always fun Summit Activities as
well as additional opportunities to

explore Costa Rica’s natural wonders, NABS attendees will have an

outstanding experience. In addition,
a few of the LABUE members will be
going on to neighboring Panama for

a few more days to explore yet another top tourist destination which,
unfortunately, many of us have never
visited.
It will be fun for us to support Zel
in his new position and finally get a
chance to spend quality time with
him. For many of us, it has been a
few years since we last interacted
with Zel. I am personally looking
forward to enjoying both the Summit
in Costa Rica as well as the highlights
of Panama.
For additional information on the
specifics of the Summit, please visit
the
NABS
website:
http://
www.nabsdivers.org.
Feel free to
contact me at (323) 292-8960 for
information about the extension a
few of us are planning.
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SAVE THE DATE FOR LABUE DIVE/CAMP WEEKEND
September 24-26, 2010
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B Y R A N DY T IL L E RY

Just a reminder to break out your
camping equipment along with your
scuba gear…….LABUE is hosting a
Dive/Camp weekend September 2426, 2010. The location for this event
is Leo Carrillo State Beach just north
of Malibu. There are two camping
areas, one along the beach and another inland in an adjacent canyon.
We’re on the canyon side. LABUE
has reserved (4) tent campsites that
can accommodate up to 4 tents
each, with 8 people and 2 vehicles
per site. Parking for additional vehicles is available. We have plenty of
room for up to 32 campers. Each site
has a fire pit, picnic table and restrooms w/showers close by. Giant
sycamore trees cover a majority, if
not all, campsites. Dogs are permitted but must be kept on leashes no
longer than 6 feet long and in a tent
or enclosed vehicles overnight.
There’s a well stocked camp store in
case you forget or want to buy anything and a campground host if you
have any questions. The park has
1.5 miles of beach for swimming,
surfing, fishing and diving.
The
beach also has tide pools, caves and

reefs for you beachcombers. Bring
your bikes and hiking boots because
you can do that there too.
Check-in is after 2pm on Friday
24th and checkout is 12pm Sunday.
Please note that gates to the park
close at 10 p.m. and open at 8 a.m.
daily. Directions: The park is located
25 miles north of Santa Monica on
Pacific Coast Highway (Highway
One).
The cost of LABUE’s Dive/Camp
Weekend is just $15.00 per person.
Ample parking is available at $12.00
per day, however each campsite can
accommodate only 2 vehicles. Additional vehicles will be able to park in
the campground general parking
area.
Regardless of whether you go for
the diving, the camping, the beach,
or the camaraderie, this will be a fun
and relaxing weekend for you and
your family. Where else can you
enjoy an exciting Malibu weekend
adventure with LABUE for under
$40.00?
Contact
Randy
Tillery
at
(RTillry@verizon.net) for more information and to reserve your spot.

LABUE DIVE/
CAMP WEEKEND
CAMPING EQUIPMENT
AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Did LABUE Lifetime Member Quinal
Johnson’s article in last month’s edition of the LABUE Newsletter gets you
thinking about camping? Does Randy
Tillery’s article in this months edition
get you excited about escaping the
hot and smoggy LA Basin and joining
us in Malibu for the LABUE Dive/Camp
Weekend scheduled for September
23rd -25th? Do you want to join us but
don’t own camping equipment? LABUE can hook you up!
LABUE has a limited number of
tents and camp chairs available for
you to rent for this exciting weekend.
We will provide you with an easy to
set up 2-person tent and 2 camp
chairs at a cost of just $15.00 for the
weekend. So just bring your dive
equipment and sleeping bag for another great LABUE diving and camping
event. You can reserve your tent and
chairs early by contacting Richard Rice
at labue@sbcglobal.net .
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BOAT DIVING?

3R’s – ROCKS, RIPS AND REEFS

"If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone who
desires to join you will be aware."

Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation is offering Rocks,
Rips and Reefs (3R’s) for 2010. 3R’s is an entire series of FREE courses taught
by LA County Scuba Instructors and designed to safely introduce divers to
popular, local dive sites. The course includes a short educational seminar covering safe beach diving skills, certain aspects of the local marine environment,
and other valuable site-specific information. Each seminar is followed by an
in-water demonstration and practice session that includes a skin diving tour of
the actual dive site. Topics and skills covered in the course include:

ADP 2005
Sharlene Johnson

Choosing appropriate entry and exit points, and safe entry and exit skills
Identifying, anticipating and navigating hidden obstacles in the surf zone
How to use the ocean’s natural wave motion to your advantage
How to plan your dive by reading the ocean’s surface and using tide
tables
How to find interesting sea-life at each location
A folding beach chair is recommended for the seminar. Full skin gear is required for participants who wish to join the in-water demonstration and practice session.
3R’s is scheduled for July 10 at Malaga Cove, August 14 at Point Dume, September 11 at White Point, October 9 at Nicholas Canyon. All courses begin at
8am. For more information you can call (323) 726-2155 or email apply@lacountyscuba.com. Their website is www.lacountyscuba.com .

Underwater Equipment Removal

ADP:

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
ADVANCED DIVER PROGRAM

Getting Narc’d in Hyperbaric Chamber

Trying Out Commercial Diving Equipment

The Los Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation is
hosting its 2010 Advanced SCUBA
Diver Education Program. The Advanced Diver Program (ADP) includes over 100 hours of instruction
and more than 25 dives. Topics include decompression theory, oceanography, marine life ID, deep diving,
night diving, wreck survey, UW photography, and much more. Upon
completion of this program, participants are eligible for NAUI Master
Diver, NAUI Rescue Diver, NAUI Nitrox Diver, as well as LA County Advanced SCUBA Certification.
This
rigorous summer-long program presents the best dive training value
available. Classes begin July 10,
2010 and are held at the Victoria
Park swimming pool in Carson, CA.
Tuition is $495.00 per person. For
more information call (323) 7262155
or
apply
at
apply@lacountyscuba.com .

REFRESHER COURSE
Haven’t been in the water for
a while? LABUE is trying to organize a SCUBA Refresher Course for
those who have not done any diving
recently, or just want to reinforce
their basic SCUBA skills. Please let
us know if you’re interested in joining other LABUE members who will
be taking this SCUBA Refresher
Course with a LABUE instructor. The
main requirement is that you must
ALREADY BE CERTIFIED. We are
putting together a list interested divers in this course which will include
classroom and swimming pool instruction.
Please contact Debora
Ewing at any of the following for
more information:
dewing@proskauer.com ; or
310.284.4556 (work); or
909.240.7022 (cell).
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NEWSLETTER ADS

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
$15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
$20 for a half page ad (per month);
$30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.

PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder: Please e-mail
your photos for the
“Photo of the Month”
contest. You just may
see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming
edition of the LABUE
News!
Please e-mail
photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com
as soon as possible!

UPCOMING EVENTS 2010

July 10 -- LA County’s ADP Program Starts - call 323-726-2155 for info.
July 10 -- LA County’s 3R’s - Malaga Cove - 8:00 AM
July 13 -- LABUE’s Meeting of the General Membership - 7:00 PM
July 27 -- Board Meeting - 6:00 PM
September 24 - 26 -- Camp and Dive at Leo Carrillo
November 3 - 7 -- NABS Trip to Costa Rica
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Internet
Francois Desamours
(310) 412-8128

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program
Sharlene Johnson
(310) 833-0494

Treasurer
Denise Barker
(562) 423-4974

Beach Dive
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Technical Dive Committee
Open

Secretary
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Robert Simmons
(323) 292-8960

Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)

Sharlene Johnson
(310) 833-0494

Dive Events &
Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and Figueroa Street.

Due to Metro line work on Exposition
Blvd., and museum construction on
the Exposition side of the Museum,
the Museum offers some helpful tips
for driving to minimize your inconvenience:
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

Youth Committee
Open
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

HOW ARE WE DOING? We would love to hear your comments, critiques or
suggestions. Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail address and
your voice will be heard: dewing@proskauer.com

Parking Lot 3
Entrance at South West corner. Look for
security guard shed behind covered chain
link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

PO BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(310) 337-1541
(310) 337-1542 FAX

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year ______
General Information
Name:____________________________________________________________Birthdate:___________
Address:_____________________________________________________________________________
City:____________________________________ State:________________ Zip:___________________
Day Phone:_______________________________ Evening Phone:_______________________________
Fax:_____________________________________ E-Mail:_____________________________________
Referred By: __________________________________________________________________________________

Emergency Contact Name:_____________________________________ Phone No._________________
Certification Information:
Year First Certified:_____ No. of Dives _____ Date of Last Dive:_______ []Warm Water []Beach []Boat
Agency Certification
____________________ __________________________
____________________ __________________________
____________________ __________________________
Diving Preferences: [] Beach Dives [] Boat Dives [] Warm Water Dives
Amount: $ 30.00 [] Individual Membership [] New [] Renewal
$ 45.00 [] Family Membership [] New [] Renewal
$ 300.00 [] Lifetime Individual
$ 450.00 [] Lifetime Family
***Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I ____________________________, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers
(LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE
events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of
your acceptance of this application and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death
or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify, defend and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers, from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and indemnification is
intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I have carefully read this
release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will with full knowledge of its significance.
Signature: ________________________________ Date: __________________________________

