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START THE YEAR OFF RIGHT
WITH LABUE
Join us on Tuesday, January 12th at the
Natural History Museum for our first LABUE General Membership meeting of the
year featuring a preview of planned 2016
dive events and activities, including our
upcoming “Shakedown” Beach Dive scheduled for January 23rd at Veteran’s Park in
Redondo Beach.
Catch up with old
friends, meet new members, and enjoy
our delicious meeting refreshments and
friendly member fellowship. Join our LABUE Meetup Group dive community at
www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/ to stay
up-to-date on 2016 LABUE dives and activities.
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LABUE’s “Best of the Caribbean” DIVE + ROYAL CARIBBEAN
CRUISE VACATION PHOTOS NOW ON SHUTTERFLY
December’s LABUE News edition featured details from our “Best of the
Caribbean” Warm Water Dive Vacation
and Royal Caribbean International
Cruise which took place October 1724th. Forty five LABUE Members and
friends gathered in San Juan, Puerto
Rico for one of the largest LABUE trips
in many years as they enjoyed 8
days/7 nights aboard Royal Caribbean’s Adventure of the Seas. The trip
combined a luxurious cruise ship vaca-
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2016 IS HERE AND IT’S
TIME TO RENEW YOUR LABUE
MEMBERSHIP

tion with excellent diving at each of
the ship’s five ports of call including
St. Croix (USVI), St. Maarten, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Barbados. LABUE
divers were able to experience
a sample of 10 of the best
dive sites in the Caribbean.
LABUE members and friends
are invited to enjoy photos
and videos from the trip
shared by trip participants on
Shutterfly. Check it out at
https://
labuediveroyalcaribbeancruise.shutterfly.com/ .

It’s time to renew your membership
for 2016 and join us for another exciting year with LABUE. Take advantage
of member benefits including scheduled beach dives, discounted boat
dives, dive vacations, prize raffles, and
discounts on events. Just complete the
attached Membership Application and
forward it to LABUE, PO Box 90069,
LA 90009, along with your annual
dues of $30 ($45 for Family Memberships). You may also renew on PayPal
at paypal_membership@labue.org .
Keep up with all of our 2015 events
and dive activities by joining our
Meetup Group at www.meetup.com/
LABUEDIVERS/.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
B Y : R I C H AR D R I C E

planned February 20th boat dive to
Anacapa and Santa Cruise Islands
aboard the Spectre dive boat.
Last month, we closed out a very
busy 2015 celebrating with a festive

Sixth Annual LABUE Holiday Dinner at the Brownstone Bistro restaurant in LA.
This
new venue provided a spacious location for our sold out
celebration, which
included delicious

“Jamaican
It was an exciting 2015 for LABUE as we progress in our ongoing mission to expand the
knowledge and enjoyment of
SCUBA diving among African
Americans.

We have plenty of member activities
and dive events planned for 2016 beginning with our January 12th Membership Meeting, annual “Shakedown
Dive” at Veteran’s Park in Redondo
Beach scheduled for January 23rd, and

fusion”

cuisine,
Holiday
door prizes for everyone, special LABUE member door prize certificates
good for 2016 LABUE member dues,
and plenty of room for socializing
with old friends and new members.
2015 began with a January 2nd
beach dive at Shaw’s Cove in Laguna
where members enjoyed perfect So
Cal dive conditions. Our Monthly
Membership Meetings at the Natural History Museum featured interesting, educational, and entertaining

topics throughout the year. Our LABUE News newsletter, LABUE Website (www.labue.org), and Facebook
page (www.facebook.com/
LABUEDIVERS) continued throughout
the year to provide members and
friends with interesting and informative articles, beautiful
photos, videos, and
reports on our activities & events.
In February, LABUE members were
encouraged to participate in the 34th An-

nual Avalon Underwater Cleanup

held on February 21st at Catalina Island.
Our March Member Appreciation
Meeting recognized our members
and promoted the benefits of LABUE
membership. Our efforts in 2015 paid
off, resulting in 56 paid members and
over 100 members joining our Meetup
Group
(www.meetup.com/
LABUEDIVERS. On March 14th mem-

Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

bers and friends enjoyed a private
tour of California Science Cen-

ter’s 188,000 gallon Marine Habitat and learned about
their Volunteer Diver
Program.
Members
dusted off their dive
gear for our March 15th
annual “Shakedown
Dive” at Veteran’s
Park.
I participated in the

NABS President’s Meeting hosted
by Baltimore’s Charm City Dive Club

in Baltimore, April 17-19th, where we
addressed issues critical to the success of NABS clubs across the country.
LABUE continued our support of
the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber,
selling out our table of 10 at Chamber Evening on May 6th at the
Aquarium of the Pacific.
LABUE members enjoyed the 28th
Annual SCUBA Show in Long
Beach June 6-7th, featuring the latest
in dive gear, photo & video exhibits,
workshops, and dive travel. We celebrated Fathers Day Dive on June
21st with a beach dive and picnic at
Divers Cove in Laguna.
LABUE members said a sad goodbye to longtime LABUE member,
NABS leader, and friend, Tyrie Bivings, who died on July 27th at his
home in Oregon.
LABUE members participated in the
popular 3R’s Program (Rips, Reefs,
and Rocks), educating divers on
safely dealing with the challenges of
the So Cal shoreline, held on August

15th at Point Dume. LABUE members
said another sad goodbye to longtime
LABUE member and friend, Ondra
Lewis, who passed
away on August 27th in
Los Angeles.
On September 19th,
LABUE was again a
sponsor and participant
in
International

Coastal Cleanup Day,

responsible for cleaning
up the beach around the historic Santa Monica site once known as the Inkwell.
Our popular Dive-Camp Weekend
October 2nd to 4th at Leo Carrillo State
Beach in Malibu attracted over 35
campers, Meetup group members, and
friends enjoying diving and a fabulous
potluck. We held our Discover SCUBA on October 3rd introducing another
eager class of
students to the
world of SCUBA.
45 LABUE Members and friends
joined us on October 14-24th for
our “Best of the

Caribbean”
Warm
Water
Dive VacationRoyal Caribbean International
Cruise where we enjoyed six beautiful

Caribbean islands, including diving at
some of the top dive sites in the Caribbean.
More than a dozen LABUE members
and friends joined 135 members of
NABS clubs across the nation at the
Kaanapali Beach Hotel in Maui to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of NABS
at the annual NABS Dive Summit,
November 7-14th. The Summit featured a week of excellent diving, island touring, and NABS social activities. LABUE members joined other
community organizations for the annual Be the Match Walk+Run held on
November 14th at Shoreline Aquatic
Park in Long Beach, enhancing public
awareness of the need for bone marrow donors.
I want to thank our dedicated Board

of Directors, LABUE Committee members, and all of our members and
friends for making 2015 another successful year for LABUE through their
participation and support. We are still
working on 2016’s dive activities and
events and welcome your recommendations and suggestions. We also
need your continued help to maintain
LABUE as one of the premier SCUBA
diving clubs in Southern California. In
addition to sharing the sport of SCUBA
diving with others, we need help on all
of our standing committees and your
participation is the best way for you to
have a direct impact on the current
and future direction and success of
the club. A list of the LABUE Committees and Chairperson Contact information is included in each LABUE
News issue. In addition, LABUE News
Editor Debora Ewing is always looking
for
interesting
stories and informative articles
for publication in
the LABUE News.
You are invited to
share your stories, knowledge,
and experiences
with us at labue@sbcglobal.net.
We encourage
you to support your dedicated LABUE
Officers and Board of Directors with
your active participation in LABUE.
If you are interested in lending your
labor, experience, or organizational
skills to LABUE on any of our committees, your participation would be more
than welcomed. If you would like to
recommend an activity or event that
would benefit the community, our
members, or help fulfill our 2016 mission, please share your ideas it with
me or one of the Board members. We
value your recommendations. Give
me a call or send me an email
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your
ideas and thoughts on how to make
LABUE a better dive club and to let me
know how you can help us in these
efforts.
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STAY INFORMED - JOIN
LABUE’s MEETUP GROUP
For the best way to keep up with LABUE dive events and activities
throughout 2016, join us on Meetup.
Our Meetup Group continues to expand with over 100 members. By
joining our Meetup Group, you will
be automatically kept up to date on
the latest scheduled LABUE activities
and events including beach dives, boat
dives, membership meetings, community events, and social events.
Meetup is also an excellent tool for
meeting and hooking up with new dive
buddies. All you need to do is go to
www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/ and
join our group. Don’t be left out, join
us today on Meetup.

LABUE SCUBA
SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
FOR 2016
In support of our club mission to Ex-

pand the Knowledge and Enjoyment of
SCUBA Diving in our community, LA-

BUE will again be offering Open Water
I SCUBA Certification scholarships during 2016. LABUE’s SCUBA Scholarship
Program was introduced in 2014 and
awards the Charles Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams
Memorial Scholarship which pay
the costs for Open Water I SCUBA
certification for those who are selected. Contact labue@sbcglobal.net if
you know someone who may be interested in applying.

EXPLORE THE WORLD
OF SCUBA WITH LABUE
ON FACEBOOK
Check out LABUE on Facebook at
www.facebook.ccom/LABUEDIVERS.
LABUE Facebook Administrator Stacy
Wade and LABUE members have been
busy posting, making LABUE’s Facebook page an exciting source of amazing dive related videos, beautiful photos, dive destination reviews, informative articles, dive equipment evaluations, and helpful SCUBA diving tips.
Check it out, you won’t be disappointed. Feel free to post your comments.

DIVE THE ISLANDS OF
ANACAPA AND SANTA
CRUZ WITH LABUE
On Saturday, February 20th the
club is planning on diving the Islands
of Anacapa and Santa Cruz aboard
the dive boat Spectre. The cost of
this dive is $135 for scuba divers and
$68 for snorkelers/non-divers. The
boat departs at 7am and returns
around 4:30pm. This is a 3 tank dive
and air fills are included in the price
along with breakfast, lunch, and
snacks. If you need equipment, such
a tank, let them know when you
book so they may provide rental gear
for you.
We are sharing this boat with divers not in the club so book your
spot early to guarantee your spot. To
book the dive contact the CalBoatDiving at 805-486-1166 or 866CAL-DIVE (225-3483). You may also
book online at spectreboat.com. Let
them know you are a member of
LABUE and make sure you bring your
C-card the morning of the dive.
Directions to the Spectre: 1591
Spinnaker Drive, Ventura CA 93001.
(This is the building closest to the
Spectre and is not the business address.) Take the 101 freeway north
to Ventura. Exit Victoria Avenue. Go
left on Victoria about 1 mile to Olivas
Park Drive. Turn right on Olivas and
follow about 4 miles to Ventura Harbor. Olivas becomes Spinnaker Drive
at the harbor. Follow “Harbor” directions below to locate boats.
If you have any questions, please
contact Joe at 310-383-3098. Also, if
you do plan on going let Joe know so
we can get a count and make sure
everyone is buddied up.

LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS
SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
PURPOSE: In agreement with and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the Knowledge and Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Discover Scuba Program and Open
Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships (Charles Heath
Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship) are named for two long time
club members who exemplified consistent dedication and support of LABUE, and love of the sport
of SCUBA Diving.
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:
Discover Scuba - Up to ten (10) LABUE Discover Scuba Program Scholarships may be awarded each year in the form
of refund of the paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and completion of a scheduled LABUE Discover Scuba
class.
Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (2) Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships may be awarded
each year in the form of reimbursement of costs, up to $400, for successful completion of a recognized Open Water I
SCUBA certification course offered by any qualified dive shop or SCUBA instructor. The scholarships also include a
one year LABUE membership.

AWARD ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible for the Discover Scuba Program scholarships include selected members of the general public as determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. This may
include individuals as well as members of organizations including schools, scouting programs,
sports clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations, etc.. Those eligible to apply for the Open Water I Certification scholarships include paid LABUE Members who
are not SCUBA certified; and family members of paid LABUE Members (including spouses, children, parents, siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of the general public who have completed any recent or past LABUE Discover Scuba Program are also eligible.
AWARD REQUIREMENTS: Requirements for award of the Discover Scuba Program Scholarships will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. Applicants for the Open Water I Certification Scholarships must have completed their Open Water I certification during the same calendar
year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate their efforts to support LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced by any of the following:
Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities
Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee
Contribution of photos, articles, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News newsletter, LABUE website, LABUE Facebook page, LABUE Blog, or other media.
Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or other related marine topics including biology, marine ecology, marine technology; or historical topics related to diving such as WWII wreck dive sites or
the search for sunken slave ships.

Applications for the Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships shall be submitted by November 1st of each year.
SELECTION: Award of Discover Scuba Program scholarships will be determined by the LABUE
Board of Directors in advance of each scheduled Discover Scuba Program date. Review of Award
Eligibility, compliance with Award Requirements for each Open Water I SCUBA Certification
scholarship applicant, and award selection will be made by the LABUE Board of Directors before
the date of the December LABUE General Membership Meeting each year.
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NEWSLETTER ADS
LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
 $20 for a half page ad (per month);
 $30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2015

January 12, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
January 23, 2016 -- Beach Dive, Veteran’s Park Annual “Shakedown” Dive
January 26, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting
February 9, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
February 20, 2016 -- Boat Dive, Anacapa/Santa Cruz Island, Ventura, CA
February 23, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Keenon Adamson

Treasurer
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944
Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Daphne King
(323) 819-8456
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877
Dive Events & Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.

NEW MEETING LOCATION!
Due to construction in the museum, we
will be meeting in the Education Classroom on the 2nd floor. See the attached
map for directions from the parking lot.
- Members should park at the bottom of
the ramp leading to our below ground level of the car park.
- There is a green wall at the bottom of
the ramp. On the right side of the wall is
a door. Go through the door. The outside
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.
- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the
glass entrance pavilion on the ground level, and turn right at the far edge of the
pavilion. There is a ground level door going into the museum. Go in.
- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.
Take either one to the 2nd floor.
- Turn right after you get out of the elevator.
- Turn right at the T-intersection. The
Dino lab is on the left.
- Go through the double doors into the
Education department and walk straight
ahead.
- The door to the Education Classroom will
be on your left.

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year 2016
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Day Phone:
Evening Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
E-Mail:
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:

Birthdate:
Zip:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________
Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐

Beach ☐

Boat ☐

Certification Agency:
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives

☐ Boat Dives

☐ Warm Water Dives

Membership Category:
Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$45.00 ☐ for Family Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual

$450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as
is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I have carefully read this release and fully
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its
significance.
Signature:

Date:

