
 

 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH  

Join us for our first meeting of the year on Tuesday, January 13, 2015, at the Natural 
History Museum.  Our program will feature a presentation by Valarie Thompson and Dive 

Safety Manager Darrell Montague of the California Science Center at Exposition Park.  

Learn about volunteer SCUBA diving opportunities at the Science Center’s 188,000 gallon 
marine ecosystem, complete with a kelp forest and a variety of sea life.  You won’t want 

to miss this interesting and informative meeting.  As usual, we will be offering LABUE up-
dates, delicious meeting refreshments, and friendly member fellowship. 
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Member's Corner:  What Is Your Vision  
BY BOB SIMMONS  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY: RICHARD RICE 
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   As 2015 begins, I am sure that LA-
BUE president Richard Rice and the 

club’s Board of Directors are busy 
planning another exciting year of club 

diving and related activities. In my 

opinion, they are working on the 
‘Vision’ for the year.  I personally be-

lieve that we all should have a vision, 
from a diver’s perspective, of what we 

want to accomplish in 2015. All of us 
have our own reasons for becoming 

scuba divers and for being a member 

of LABUE membership.  Our efforts in 
2014 paid off, resulting in over 50 paid 

members, including 2 new Lifetime 
LABUE Members.  
   We held a sold-out Discover SCU-
BA I on April 19th resulting in six stu-
dents signing up for George Linares’ 

OWI SCUBA Certification Class. 
Regular beach dives continued in April 

to such local dive sites as Redondo 
Canyon and Shaw’s Cove. 
   As a responsible member of the So 

Cal dive community, LABUE continued 
our support of Chamber Evening at 
the Aquarium of the Pacific on May 

7th as we expanded beyond our sold 
out table of 10, with members filling 

spots in an adjoining table. Money 
raised during this event helps to sup-

port the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber. 
We introduced our LABUE Meetup 
Group website in May, where mem-

bers and the dive community can easi-
ly keep up to date on our many dive 

events and activities throughout the 
year.  Join us at www.Meetup.com/

LABUEDIVERS/. 

   LABUE members enjoyed the  
Continued on page 3 

a success. It was our busiest year 
ever! 

   We started the year in January 

with our Monthly Membership 
Meetings at the Natural History Mu-
seum featuring interesting, educa-
tional, and entertaining topics 

throughout the year. Our LABUE 
News newsletter, LABUE Website 

(www.labue.org), and Facebook 

page (www.facebook.com/
LABUEDIVERS) continued throughout 

the year to provide members and 
supporters with interesting and in-

formative articles, beautiful photos, 

videos, and reports on our activities 
& events. 

   Our scheduled activities continued 
with the 33rd Annual Avalon Un-
derwater Cleanup on February 
22nd, as well as, our popular and ex-

traordinary Night at the Museum 
on February 30th, allowing us to ex-
perience, explore, and photograph 

Natural History Museum displays and 
exhibits at night.  

   Our March Member Apprecia-
tion Meeting recognized LABUE 
members and promoted the benefits 

   What a Year!   2014 has come and 

gone and LABUE has progressed in 
our ongoing mission to expand the 
knowledge and enjoyment of SCUBA 
diving among African Americans. Last 

month, we celebrated our fifth annual 

Holiday Dinner with another enjoya-
ble celebration of fellowship, delicious 

food, and holiday door prizes for eve-
ryone.  In addition, LABUE members 

and guests enjoyed a display of photo-
graphs highlighting many of LABUE’s 

2014 events & activities.  My thanks to 

everyone who helped in making 2014 

of LABUE. Over the years LABUE has 
done an outstanding job of striving to 

listen to the membership when devel-

oping the many programs and activi-
ties the club offers. 

   Everyone is free to submit sugges-
tions and ideas of the types of things 

we would like the club to offer. Peri-
odically, everyone needs to think 

back on ‘why’ we became involved in 

diving and now is a good time to 
start. 

   Some of the ‘why’ may not be ap-
parent for many years. I think back to 

1971 when Richard Rice, then my 

college roommate at UCLA (Go Bru-
ins!), introduced me to the sport in a 

friend’s swimming pool. Two years 
later I finally did my first open water 

dive in Hawaii. For more than 40 
years diving has been an important 

part of my life. Little did I realize in 

1971 that that would eventually be 
the case. While I have always been 

fortunate enough to travel extensive-

ly, diving has afforded me the oppor-
tunity to visit regions all over the 

world which I probably would never 
have considered if it were not for the 

sport. More important to me was the 
fact that I have shared so much of 

what life has to offer in world re-

nowned places with a great group of 
fellow divers. Memories…another 

‘why.’  
   I had no idea that things would 

work out as well as they have. In this 

new year, I challenge everyone to 
take the time to ask themselves how 

you can help LABUE help you achieve 
your vision in 2015. Think about your 

‘why’ in the process. Years from now, 
you will probably find, as I have, that 

the effort was well worth it. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Continued from Page 2 

27th Annual SCUBA Show in Long 
Beach June 7-8th, featuring the latest 

in dive gear, photo & video exhibits, 

workshops, and dive travel. We also 
announced our LABUE SCUBA 
Scholarship Program offering 
scholarships awards for OWI SCUBA 

Certification classes, as well as Dis-
cover SCUBA scholarships.  

   In July, LABUE was featured on the 

Community with Me TV/Radio 
show hosted by Melissa Sandfield. I 

was privileged to be interviewed by 
host Melissa Sandfield and shared 

the history and mission of LABUE 

with her audience. You can still view 
this interview at www.youtube.com/

watch?v=bhZYdig_Co8.  Members 
enjoyed great So Cal diving on our 

July 19th beach dive at Shaw’s Cove 
followed by our Catalina Island 
Casino Point Dive on July 26th. 

   Augusts’ beach dive activities in-
cluded member participation in the 

popular 3R’s Program (Rips, Reefs, 
and Rocks) educating divers on safe-

ly dealing with the challenges of the 

So Cal shoreline. 
   September 14-28th, LABUE mem-

bers enjoyed our annual Warm Wa-
ter Dive Vacation to Palau in Mi-

cronesia, featuring some of the most 

beautiful dive sites in the world. On 
September 20th we once again partic-

ipated in International Coastal 
Cleanup Day, cleaning up the beach 

around the historic Santa Monica site 
once known as the Inkwell.  
   October 4th we held Discover 
SCUBA II with another full class of 
eager students.  Our Dive-Camp 

Weekend October 10-12th at Leo 
Carrillo State Beach in Malibu was 

our most successful ever with over 

40 participants, and featuring fabu-
lous diving on the park’s dive sites.  

   Be the Match Walk+Run was 
held on November 11th at Shoreline 

Aquatic Park in Long Beach and LA-
BUE members raised over $1600, 

enhancing public awareness of the 

need for bone marrow donors.  
Beach dives at Fisherman’s Cove 

on November 8th, and our November 
15th Great Escape dive boat trip to 

Farnsworth Banks and to Catalina 
Island completed the month’s dive 

activities. 

   In addition to our annual Holiday 
Dinner on December 6th and De-
cember’s Holiday Membership 
Meeting on December 9th, we closed 

out 2014 with our Annual LABUE 
Photo Contest and our LABUE 
Elections to select the club Officers 

and Board Members who will contin-
ue to lead us in promoting our club 

mission for the next two years. We 
are looking forward to another full 

calendar of exciting LABUE events 

and activities for 2015, including our 
October 14-24th “Best of the Carib-
bean” Warm Water Dive Vaca-
tion-Royal Caribbean Interna-
tional Cruise.  
   We encourage you to support your 

dedicated LABUE Officers and Board 

of Directors with your active partici-
pation in LABUE. If you are interested 

in lending your labor, experience, or 
organizational skills to LABUE on any 

of our committees, your participation 

would be more than welcomed.  If 
you would like to recommend an ac-

tivity or event that would benefit the 
community, our members, or help 

fulfill our 2015 mission, please share 

your ideas it with me or one of the 
Board members.  We value your rec-

ommendations.  Give me a call or 
send me an email 

(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your 
ideas and thoughts on how to make 

LABUE a better dive club and to let 

me know how you can help us in 
these efforts. 

KEEP UP ON MEETUP 
For the best way to keep up with LA-
BUE throughout the year, join us on 

Meetup. By joining our Meetup 
Group, you will kept up to date on 

the latest scheduled LABUE activities 

and events including beach dives, 
boat dives, membership meetings, 

community events, and social events. 
All you need to do is go to 

www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/ 

and join our group.  Don’t be left out, 
join us today on Meetup. 

IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR  
LABUE MEMBERSHIP FOR 2015 
It’s time to renew your LABUE Mem-

bership for 2015.  Just complete the 
Membership Application included in 

each LABUE News newsletter and 

forward it to us at LABUE, PO Box 
90069, LA 90009, along with your 

annual dues of $30 ($45 for Family 
Memberships). Renew by March 30th 

and receive $10 in LABUE Bucks.  

Join us for another great year with 
LABUE.  

BOAT DIVING? 
If you decide to sign up for a boat 
dive and you want a LABUE dive bud-

dy, please contact DonCosta Seawell 

a t  9 0 9 - 5 9 3 - 1 8 7 7  o r  d o n -
costa1@msn.com with your trip de-

tails and he will convey that infor-
mation to the club so that anyone 

who desires to join you will be aware. 

DIVER NEWS 

Know of any member  

Certification announcements?   
Please notify Debora Ewing at  

dewing@proskauer.com 

Final 2014 New/Renewing  

Memberships: 
 

Rhonda Wagner 

Cliff Williams 

Dangil Jones 
Tina Houston 

Joe Windolph 
Josh Windolph 

Alvin Boudreaux 

Randy Tillery  
~~~ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhZYdig_Co
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bhZYdig_Co
http://www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
mailto:doncosta1@msn.com
mailto:dewing@proskauer.com


 

 

2014 LABUE Holiday Party 
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   LABUE had a good turnout for a 
boat dive to Catalina Island and 

Farnsworth Bank on November 15th 

aboard the Great Escape. The Great 
Escape charter boat has been a club 

favorite for many years and once 
again they did not disappoint. Those 

in attendance included George and 
Bettye Linares, Al Gray, Mark Greene 

Mike Dillard, DonCosta Seawell, Josh 

Windolph, Joe Windolph, Lori Atwa-
ter, Eduardo, and Eduardo’s father 

Jose. The boat made it Farnsworth 
Bank for one dive and then stopped 

by Catalina for two more. It was a 

nice day for diving with good to fair 
conditions throughout. For Al, Mark, 

and Josh, this was their first boat 
dive since they completed their OWI 

certification and all went well, they 
must have had a good instructor 

(George Linares). For Eduardo and 

his father Jose, this was the second 
dive function they have shared with 

LABUE and it has been great having 
them along. Josh did “donate” his 

titanium dive knife to “Davy Jones’ 

Locker” and even lost his wetsuit by 
the time the boat returned to the 

docks. Fortunately, the wetsuit was-
n’t lost after all but in the hands of 

another diver who took it home by 

mistake. He sent it back to Josh so it 
all worked out okay. Saving the best 

for last, the Great Escape’s cook 
made not one, but two tins of deli-

cious Monkey Bread which was en-
joyed by all. 

GREAT ESCAPE TO FARNSWORTH AND CATALINA 
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LABUE Raises $1600 for  
Be the Match Walk+Run 

   Saturday November 22nd, LABUE 
members, family, and friends joined 

“Team LABUE” to participate in the 

Be The Match Walk+Run event in 
Long Beach.  The goal of the annual 

event is to raise money and encour-
age donors supporting the Be The 
Match bone marrow registry, uniting 
communities nationwide to help 

match volunteer blood marrow do-

nors to patients with diseases like 
leukemia, lymphoma, and sickle cell. 

LABUE has participated in this worth-
while effort since 2011 in memory of 

longtime LABUE member Charles 

Heath. LABUE, and team captain 
Denise Barker, would like to thank 

our team members Mark & Stephen 
Barker (Denise’s sons), DonCosta 

Seawell, Richard Rice, Daphne King, 
Pat Williams, Johnnie Davis, Kim & 

Sydney Fuller-Heath, and Charles’ 

mother Emily for their participation 
and thanks to everyone for their gen-

erous monetary donations.  As a re-
sult of everyone's efforts, LA-

BUE raised over $1600.  Special con-

gratulations go to Johnnie Davis for 
repeating last year’s 1st Place victory 

in her age class in the 5k run/walk.  
Congratulations also to Sydney Heath 

(Kim and Charles' daughter) and Ste-

phen Barker for their participation in 

the 1k “Tot Trot" for children ages 
five and younger.  Everyone enjoyed 

this great event and LABUE plans to 

participate again next year.  If you 
are interested in learning more about 

Be The Match or contributing to this 
worthwhile organization, go to the Be 
The Match Registry website 
(www.bethematch.org).  
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The Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) is pleased to announce our 2015 Warm Water Dive Vacation 

aboard the Royal Caribbean International cruise line’s Adventure of the Seas from October 17 through October 24, 2015. 

Departing on October 17th from San Juan, Puerto Rico, the dive destinations and ports of call include St. Croix (USVI), St. 

Maarten, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Barbados; returning to San Juan Puerto Rico on October 24 th.  The trip is open to divers 

and non-divers with cruise ship accommodations for single, double, triple or quad occupancy staterooms.  

  

Royal Caribbean has extended the following special discounted per person rates  for those who register before January 31, 

2015 (Contact LABUE Trip Coordinator, Randy Tillery at Rtillry@gmail.com for pricing for trip registrations made after 

January 31st ): $630 for Interior Cabins; $780 for Ocean View Cabins; $930 for Balcony Cabins; and $1400 for Junior 

Suites. Rates for cabins accommodating more than two people are available upon request. The rates include all meals and 

entertainment, applicable port charges, taxes, and fees. The trip deposit amount is $500 per person and is due along with the 

trip registration forms to confirm your spot. Final payments are due no later than June 30, 2015.  LABUE will not guaran-

tee these rates for deposits received after 12/30/14. Contact LABUE Trip Coordinator, Randy Tillery at 

Rtillry@gmail.com for current trip pricing.  Airfare is not included in these prices and each participant will have to ar-

range his/her round trip airfare individually. 

 

A dive package is available featuring world class diving including some of the best dive sites in the Caribbean such as Car-

lisle Bay Marine Reserve (Barbados), The Pitons (St. Lucia), and Buck Island Marine Reserve (St. Croix), just to name a 

few. The diving package price is $600 per person and includes two tank dives in each of the five ports of call.  Additional 

dives are optional and may be arranged at additional cost.   

 

For more information, contact Randy Tillery at Rtillry@gmail.com . Deposits, payments and/or correspondence, including 

Registration forms, may be mailed to LABUE, PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009. 

 

         

LABUE’s “Best of the Caribbean” 

Warm Water Dive Vacation 

Royal Caribbean International Cruise 
October 17, 2015 through October 24, 2015 

mailto:Rtillry@gmail.com
mailto:Rtillry@gmail.com


 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 

Directions 
The Natural History Museum is located in 

Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boule-

vard between Vermont Avenue and 
Figueroa Street. 

 
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take 

the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and 
head west towards Vermont Avenue.  

Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.  

Make a left into Exposition Park  
Lot 3. 

 
Please visit the Museum website for more 

information at www.nhm.org. 

Meetings 

The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 

Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

 $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

 $30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 

(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 

download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 

our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2015 
 

January 13, 2015 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 
January 27, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

February 10, 2015 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 

February 24, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting 
October 17-24, 2015 -- LABUE Caribbean Cruise  
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Parking Lot - East side of  

Bill Robertson Lane  
 

Entrance at South West corner of the 
building.  Look for the security guard 

shed behind covered chain-link fence. 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive               
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events & Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

 
Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 



 

 

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009 

(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year _______ 

 

General Information: 
Name:         Birthdate:    

Address:             

City:       State:   Zip:    

Day Phone:     Evening Phone:      

Fax:      Referred By:       

E-Mail:              

Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        

 

Certification Information: 
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________  

Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐  Beach ☐  Boat ☐ 

 

Certification Agency(s):  
            

            

 

Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives  ☐ Boat Dives     ☐ Warm Water Dives  

 

Membership Category: 

Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $45.00 ☐ for Family Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual $450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family  

 

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 

 

WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Un-

derwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I will be vol-

untarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving 

and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my mem-

bership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising 

out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also agree to release, indemni-

fy and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from any and all liability arising out of 

or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I further agree that this release and 

indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of 

California.  I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of 

my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.  

 

 

Signature:     Date:      


