
 

 

Photographer:   Robert Simmons 
Camera:          Canon S95 point and shoot 
Location:          Lembeh Straits, Indonesia 
Subject:            Walking Octopus  
 

THIS SPOT COULD EASILY FEATURE YOUR PHOTO!  Please e-mail to  
dewing@proskauer.com your underwater photos for future consideration.  Topside  

photos are accepted if the photo was taken at a LABUE event.  

PHOTO OF THE M ONTH  

Join us on Tuesday January 14th at the Natural History Museum for LABUE’s first meeting 
of 2014. Enjoy another interesting and informative meeting program and learn about LA-
BUE’s plans and activities for this year. We will be announcing the winners of our annual 
LABUE Photo Contest, as well as providing details on the upcoming 2014 LABUE warm 
water dive vacation to Palau-Truk.   Start the year off right with LABUE; bring a friend and 
enjoy some great refreshments and door prizes with your LABUE SCUBA family. 
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MAXIMIZING A DIVE TRAVEL BENEFIT  
BY ROBERT SIMMONS  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY: RICHARD RICE 
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   I met LA-
BUE Presi-
dent Richard 
Rice in 1960 
while we 
were both 
students at 
Audubon Jr. 

High. We 
learned to 
snorkel in the 
clear, warm 
waters of 

Venice Beach (LOL) from ’69-‘72 while 
roommates at UCLA. Richard became 

a certified diver first and gave me a 
buddy breathing dive lesson in a 
friend’s pool.  In the meantime our 
snorkeling expanded to Jamaica and 
other ‘faraway places’ (LOL again). 
   My first supervised dive was in Ha-
waii in 1973. I heard about LABUE in 

with more door prize drawings, “Steal-
a-Gift”, and some fabulous Holiday 

refreshments.  Special recognition and 
gifts were presented to our Newsletter 

editorial and pro-
duction members 
Debora Ewing and 
Sharlene Johnson, 
as well as Beverley 
Pyne and Johnnie 
Davis for their long 
time support of 
LABUE activities. 
Special thanks to 

our NHM sponsor Leslie Harris for an-
other year of her much appreciated 
support. 
   Looking ahead for 2014, an ongoing 
critical goal of the LABUE Board has 
been increasing our membership and 
developing club leadership to ensure 
our continued growth and success into 

the future.  Member participation and 
active involvement in running club 
activities has grown with a substantial 
increase in those qualified to assume 
LABUE Board and Officer positions.  
Membership has also grown since 

Continued on page 3 

donated door prizes ranging from 
fine dining gift cards and beautiful 

gift baskets, to SCUBA and camping 
gear.  In a special door prize raffle 
held for LABUE 
members only; 
Denise Barker 
won a complete 
GoPro Hero cam-
era package in-
cluding HD cam-
era, dive housing 
and accessories.  
In addition, spe-
cial door prize gift certificates good 
for 2014 LABUE membership dues 
were awarded to all paid 2013 LABUE 
member who purchased a ticket for 
this event.  Our Holiday Dinner Com-
mittee, including Chairperson Don-
Costa Seawell, MC Starletta DuPois, 
Daphne King, Beverley Pyne, Ellen 

Hodnett, Johnnie Davis, Kathy Rice, 
and Lori Atwater deserve all of our 
thanks for their hard work in making 
this year’s Holiday Dinner such an 
enjoyable kickoff for the Holiday Sea-
son. Festivities continued at the Holi-
day General Membership Meeting 

 LABUE finished 2013 with our 
usual Flair!  We hosted another suc-
cessful Holiday Dinner on Sunday De-
cember 8th at Truxton's American Bis-
tro followed on Tuesday December 

10th by a festive Holiday Membership 
Meeting at the Natural History Mu-
seum.  Both events featured prizes, 
delicious food, and the camaraderie of 
socializing with old and new members 
and friends. No one left the Holiday 
Dinner empty handed as we raffled off 

1992 and joined a couple years later.  
Back then LABUE met at a barbeque 
joint on Vermont Ave.  I became 
President of LABUE in 1996 and 
moved the meetings to my home.  
Needing a different location, the 
meetings were moved in 2003 to our 
current location courtesy of The 

Natural History Museum.   My one 
brief term as President lasted 14 
years until Richard graciously volun-
teered to assume the leadership role 
a few years ago. 
   Diving is an expensive sport.  Most 
of us begin diving in our own local 

waters but eventually gravitate to the 
popular spots in the Caribbean. After 
many club and personal dive trips to 
the best Caribbean sites, several for 
multiple times, many of us wanted to 
see those exotic faraway places we 
had always heard about.  After all, 

even though there are approximately 
4500 species of fish in the Caribbean, 
there are more than 17,000 species in 
The South pacific and Indian 
Oceans!!!  The club first ventured 
‘out’ to the South Pacific Fijian Islands 
in 2006.  The next trip was a livea-
board to the Coral Sea and the Great 

Barrier Reef in Australia. After experi-
encing the beauty and much larger 
variety of sea life in The South Pacific, 
the days of $1100 trips to close-in 
Caribbean sites were numbered.  At 
the same time, we learned the airlines 
would allow us to enjoy multiday lay-

overs in cities in which we were re-
quired to change planes in order to 
reach our final destinations…without 
any additional fees!    
    Since those trips, I have spent 
many days sightseeing in cities and 

Continued on page 3 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Continued from Page 2 

2010 with many new divers joining 
LABUE.   This year we will be in-
creasing our focus on establishing a 
greater presence in the community 
and on recruitment of new mem-

bers.  
   In addition to coordinating a regu-
lar schedule of diverse local beach 
dives, boat dives, and Discover 
SCUBA training; our monthly mem-
bership meetings at the Natural His-
tory Museum will continue to feature 

a variety interesting educational and 
informative topics, contests, and 
celebrations.  
   2014 is an election year for 
LABUE, with LABUE Officer and LA-
BUE Board of Directors positions to 
be determined next fall.  If you are 

interested in determining the direc-
tion and future growth of LABUE, I 
invite you to seriously consider run-
ning for an officer or board position 
during next Fall’s elections.  If you 
are interested in lending your labor, 
experience, or organizational skills 

to LABUE on any of our committees, 
your participation would be more 

than welcomed.  If you would like to 
recommend an activity or event that 
would benefit the community, our 
members, or help fulfill our 2014 
mission, please share your ideas it 
with me or one of the Board mem-

countries without having to pay addi-
tional airfares simply because they 
were all connecting cities thru which 
I had to pass to reach my dive desti-
nation. Examples of such cities in-
clude Panama City (Panama), San 
Jose (Costa Rica), Sydney and Cairns 
Australia), Nadi (Fiji), Havana 
(Cuba), Manila 
(Philippines), Tokyo 
(Japan), Hong Kong and 
Macau (China), Bali 
(Indonesia), and Singa-
pore (Singapore).  Kuala 
Lumpur was enjoyed by 
many participants in our 
recent club trip to Ma-
laysia.  Next month, 20 
of us have fully char-
tered a liveaboard in 
The Maldives Islands, 
located just south and 
west of India.  This is 
an expensive trip.  How-
ever, since these islands are literally 
halfway around the world, we all 
have a choice of flying east or west 
to reach them.  Most of us will be 
spending several days in Dubai fol-
lowing the liveaboard.  Others have 
planned layovers in Ghana, Singa-
pore, Tanzania, Istanbul (Turkey) 
and Mumbai (India)…all at no extra 

Dive Travel 
Continued from Page 2 

bers.  We value your recommenda-
tions.  Give me a call or send me an 

email (labue@sbcglobal.net) to share 
your ideas and thoughts on how to 
make LABUE a better dive club and 
to let me know how you can help us 
in these efforts. 

BOAT DIVING? 
If you decide to sign up for a boat 
dive and you want a LABUE dive 
buddy, please contact DonCosta 
Seawell at 909-593-1877 or don-
costa1@msn.com with your trip de-
tails and he will convey that infor-
mation to the club so that anyone 
who desires to join you will be 
aware. 

airfare!!!  
   Careful budgeting is mandatory 
before undertaking certain types of 
dive trips, but the rewards can be 
even greater when one stops over in 
a city that would probably be a fu-
ture travel destination anyway.  For 
upcoming dive trips, I recommend 

carefully selecting a flight itinerary 
which incorporates a visit to a world 
class city or region without additional 
airfare.  In this way, divers can bet-
ter maximize their enjoyment of the 
sport and the world at the same 
time.  HAPPY TRAVELING!!! 

mailto:doncosta1@msn.com


 

 

 CHECK OUT THE 
LABUE STORE 

 

Look great on the boat or 
beach with official LABUE 
apparel including T-shirts, 

Polo Shirts, and Baseball 
Caps.  
T-shirts and Baseball 

Caps are in stock and are 
available in most sizes at 
$20 each.   Check out the 

L A B U E  S t o r e  a t 
www.labue.org to place 
your order, or you may  

purchase items at the 
monthly membership 
meeting. 

~~~ 

Above long and short sleeve 
t-shirts have the same 

front/back design layout!  

Our hats and polo shirts are  
beautifully embroidered! 

DIVER NEWS 

Know of any member  
Certification announcements?   
Please notify Debora Ewing at  

dewing@proskauer.com 
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MEMBER’S CORNER : 
The Victor         
BY C. W. LONGNECKER 

Message from the Editor: 
Debora Ewing 
Please take Photos and submit 
them!  The Newsletter Staff is in 
need of new material.  While enjoy-
ing LABUE’s annual warm water trip, 
please remember to take photos and 
submit a few of them to me at dew-
ing@proskauer.com.  Please keep in 
mind that photos taken on this trip 
can include topside subjects.  I wish 
everyone a very safe and enjoyable 
trip! 

If you think you are beaten, you are. 
If you think you dare not, you don't.  
If you like to win but think you can't,  
It's almost a cinch you won't.  
If you think you'll lose, you're lost.  
For out in the world we find 
Success begins with a fellow's will.  
It's all in the state of mind.  
If you think you are out classed, you are.  
You've got to think high to rise.  
You've got to be sure of yourself before 
You can ever win the prize.  
Life's battles don't always go 
To the stronger or faster man.  
But sooner or later, the man who wins 
Is the man who thinks he can.  

LABUE WORD SEARCH 

Recap on Leukemia Walk 
BY RANDY TILLERY 
 

LABUE and team captain Randy 
Tillery would like to thank its team 

members DonCosta Seawell, Richard 
& Kathleen Rice, Pat Williams, 
Johnnie Davis, Kim & Sydney Fuller-
Heath, and Joy Fuller (Kim's sister) 
for their physical participation and 
monetary donations to the cause.  A 
special thanks to Rosa Williams, 

DonCosta and Richard for their 
very generous donations. As a result 
o f  everyone 's  e f fo r ts ,  LA-
BUE donated nearly $1200 to help 
Be The Match raise critical funds to 
help match volunteer marrow donors 
with patients who have blood can-

cers like leukemia or lymphoma.  A 
special shout out and congratula-
tions goes to Johnnie Davis for fin-
ishing first, that's right first in her 
age class in the 5k run/walk and 
little miss Sydney Heath (Kim and 
Charles' daughter) for finishing sec-
ond in the "Tot Trot." We'll see more 
of you next year just remember, 
"You do have the power to cure 
blood cancer." 

AUSTRALIA 
BEACH 
BELIZE 
BOAT 
CASINO POINT 
DIVE 
DOMINICA 
DRYSUIT 

FINS 
FISHERMANS COVE 
MASK 
SCUBA  
SHAWS COVE 
SNORKEL 
TANK 
WETSUIT 

http://www.labue.org
mailto:dewing@proskauer.com


 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 

(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  

Tina Houston 

(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Steve Scruggs 

(310) 795-0851 
 

Joe Windolph 

(818) 209-2504 

Directions 
The Natural History Museum is located in 
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boule-
vard between Vermont Avenue and Figue-
roa Street. 
 
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take 
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and 
head west towards Vermont Avenue.  
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.  
Make a left into Exposition Park  
Lot 3. 
 
Please visit the Museum website for more 
information at www.nhm.org. 

Meetings 
The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

$15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

$20 for a half page ad (per month); 
$30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 
(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2014 
January 14, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 
January 28, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

February 11, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM  
February 25, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting 
 
 

 

Page 5 LABUE NEWS 

VOLUME 19,  IS SUE 1  

Parking Lot - East side of  

Bill Robertson Lane  
 
Entrance at South West corner of the 
building.  Look for the security guard 
shed behind covered chain-link fence. 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  

Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  

Debora Ewing  

(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive               
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events & Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 

George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 

Francois Desamours 

(703) 463-6857  
 

 
Website Editor 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 

Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 

Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 

Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 



 

 

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009 

(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year _______ 

 

General Information: 

Name:        Birthdate:    

Address:            

City:      State:   Zip:    

Day Phone:     Evening Phone:     

Fax:     E-Mail:       

Referred By:            

Emergency Contact Name:          

 

Certification Information: 
Year First Certified:           No. of Dives        Date of Last Dive:          o Warm Water o Beach o 

Boat 

 

Agency Certification 
            

            

            

Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives  o Boat Dives  o Warm Water Dives 

Amount:  $30.00  o Individual Membership  o New  o Renewal 

$45.00 o Family Membership  o New  o Renewal 

$300.00 o Lifetime Individual 

$450.00 o Lifetime Family 

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 

 

WAIVER 

I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Un-

derwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be vol-

untarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba div-

ing and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my 

membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, aris-

ing out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also agree to release, in-

demnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of 

or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I further agree that this release and 

indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive  as is permitted by the laws of the State of 

California.  I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents.  I sign this release of 

my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance. 

 

 

 

Signature:     Date:      
 


