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START OFF THE NEW YEAR RIGHT
BY RICHARD RICE

Come and join us on January 11, 2011 for the first LABUE General Membership meeting
of the year. We hope to build on the successes of 2010 by continuing to provide informative and entertaining meeting programs, local and warm water dive trips, social
events, LABUE elections, great newsletter articles, and an exciting expanded LABUE website. 2010 saw the loss of two respected LABUE members; Don Pilkington, who was remembered in our December issue, and the recent passing of long time member Charles
Heath. Please bring your stories, thoughts, and photos of Don and Charles to share with
us during the meeting. We hope to see you all there.
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NABS IN COSTA RICA
BY: BOB SIMMONS

Several members of LABUE took
part in the Summit of the NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF BLACK SCUBA DIVERS (NABS) recently held at the
Hilton Papagayo Resort in Costa Rica.
Zel Head, former LABUE member and
current President of NABS, and the
Summit Committee put a lot of work
into making sure that everyone had a
great time in this very beautiful
country. Although the weather and

diving
conditions
were far less than
ideal, we had anticipated that fact before going to Central
America and still had
a very positive and
memorable
experience. All of us enjoyed ourselves and
the camaraderie that
is always
a significant part of the
Summit. It had been
10 years since I had
last participated in this
annual event and it
was good seeing so
many friends that I
had not seen in all
those years. The Caribbean theme night
and the Retro Prom
theme for the awards

banquet and dinner dance were held
in an indoor amphitheater and were a
lot of fun. Highlighting the awards
ceremony was a performance by a
group of local cultural dancers ranging
in age from 7 to 15 years. All in all, it
was good to support Zel and NABS
and I look forward to future Summits.
The 2011 Summit will be held at the
Marriott Hotel located on Seven Mile
beach in The Grand Cayman Islands.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY RICHARD RICE

Happy New Year to our Members and Friends. 2010 has quickly
come and gone and was a year of
change and challenge for LABUE.
Change in terms of building upon the

success of the past by continuing to
provide our members with a variety
of interesting meeting programs and
quality scuba diving activities, while
introducing a number of fundamental
club changes intended to increase
member participation and attract
new members. Challenge in terms of
building a sustainable dive club during difficult economic times with an
aging member demographic.
We closed out 2010 with a festive
and successful Holiday Dinner celebration. This sold-out event included
delicious food, catching up with old
and new friends, and handing out
over $3300 in free door prizes.
Thanks to the generous contributions
by members and business donors,
everyone left this event with a door
prize. It was particularly encouraging to me that most in attendance
were current and past members, and
longtime friends and supporters of
LABUE activities. During the Holiday

Dinner, as part of our formal recognition of Debora Ewing and Sharlene
Johnson’s efforts in revamping the
LABUE News during 2010, we learned
from our members who had just returned from the NABS Summit in
Costa Rica that our newsletter is gaining a national readership and a reputation for its interesting content and
quality that is seen as “setting the
standard” for all NABS clubs. You can
contribute to our outstanding newsletter by submitting your best photographs to editor Debora Ewing to be
considered for publication during 2011
as a LABUE News “Photo of the
Month”.
This issue introduces LABUE’s new
website format that provides an introduction and overview of LABUE to the
general public, while including added
content and features accessible only
by our members. In addition to providing archived newsletters, photo
Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

sharing galleries, club documents,
and expanded content on a variety
of dive related topics, the website
now provides convenient links to
outside scuba diving organizations
and resources. It is hoped that the
updated website will prove to be a
valuable benefit to our members and
also earn a national following and
recognition outside of LABUE.
The Board is currently working to
schedule the delayed LABUE elections within the next few months,
with all LABUE Officer and At-Large
Board positions available to be filled.
A Nomination Form can be found on
the website and all members are
encouraged pursue a leadership role
in LABUE by submitting a Nomination
Form to James Wiley, who is serving
as LABUE Election Committee Chairperson by January 30, 2011. An important tool to help us continue to
reinvigorate and build LABUE is our
revised club Bylaws, which have
been approved by the Board and are
now available on the website. The

revised bylaws now make it possible
for LABUE members living outside of
the LA area to vote in LABUE elections.
Members will also be able to participate in Board meetings and as committee members by utilizing the latest
Internet videoconferencing technologies. Until the elections are held and
new Board members take office, we
will be proceeding with development of
our 2011 schedule of activities and
drafting our 2011 Budget. We welcome your input.
Start out 2011 right and plan to
join us at our next LABUE General
Membership Meeting to be held on
Tuesday, January 11th.
Give me a call or send me an email
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your
thoughts on how to make LABUE a
better dive club and to let me know
how you can help us in these efforts.

LABUE HOLIDAY DINNER: December 4, 2010

A special thank you goes
out to the following donors
of LABUE’s Holiday Dinner:
HOLIDAY DINNER DOOR PRIZE
DONORS:
Richard & Kathy Rice
DonCosta Seawell
Charlene Marshall
Pat Williams
James Wiley
Cheryl Brock
REI Sporting Goods, Manhattan
Beach
Pacific Wilderness Dive Shop, San
Pedro
George & Bettye Linares
Stacy Wade
Debora Ewing
Tina Houston
Francois Desamours
Sondra Yevette
Rhonda Wagner
Sharkeys Eco Diving, LaVerne
LABUE
Sports Chalet
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MEMBER’S CORNER:

LABUE WEBSITE MAKEOVER:

A MESSAGE FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT

BY: STEPHEN SCRUGGS

BY: TINA HOUSTON

Just in case you haven’t checked it
out, the new LABUE website is SPECTACULAR! LABUE’s website guru,
Francois Desamours has done an incredible job of bringing the old LABUE
website into the 21st Century with all
the capabilities of the most advanced
internet websites. I have been appointed as the new LABUE Website
Editor and since I have absolutely no
technical experience in website design
and no knowledge of advanced technical terms that no one understands,
I’m the perfect choice to tell you all
about it.
The new website is in no way intended to replace the LABUE newsletter. The LABUE News, which is starting to gain national dive community
attention, will continue to provide interesting articles and up to date
monthly reports on current news and
activities taking place in and around
the club. The LABUE website is going
to be a permanent resource to reference and retrieve information about
LABUE and all subjects related to diving locally and around the world as
they relate to LABUE. The website will
allow members to share knowledge,
pictures and contact information privately between active members while
simultaneously sharing information
about LABUE with the public. This
privacy will be made possible by taking advantage of individual memberonly passwords that will provide access to special member features and
will also allow secure on-line voting
for club officers by club members
across the country. Current LABUE
members will be issued website log-in
ID’s and passwords. Stunning digital
photos taken by members will add
color throughout the website. Numerous photos from past LABUE trips will
be available to share and will allow
members to reminisce while reviewing
plans for the next club adventure.
Archived club newsletters can be easily accessed along with other important articles worthy of recall.
You’ll notice a section devoted exclusively to sunken slave ships. This is
because LABUE has joined in the ef-

Another
year has
passed-and very
quickly I
might add!
I would
like to take
the opportunity
to
thank all of
the LABUE
members
(past and present) for making this
year so special for our organization.
What I perhaps enjoyed most this
year were the hidden talents of so
many members; it made our club that
much more interesting. Providing a
platform that allowed everyone the
freedom to submit their poems, articles, and recipes etc, for all to enjoy
and learn from was deeply rewarding.
I believe that to strive for the BEST
means to allow members to share
their talents and also to enable them
to participate in the functionality of
our already successful club. LABUE
has slowly achieved national renown
and our newsletter has been singled
out not only for the high quality of its
content but also for its professionalism.
We are happy to announce that one
of the founding fathers of NABS
(National Association of Black Scuba
Divers), Dr. Jose Jones, indicated that
our newsletter has now become the
standard for ALL dive club organizations associated with the national club
as to the content and quality of their
own newsletters and press releases.
Additionally, our Holiday Dinner was
a resounding success. The participation was outstanding.
There was
great food, stimulating conversation
and heartwarming conviviality. Those
were some of the things that made
for a successful evening.
If you’ll recall, there is an ancient
African proverb that says “It takes a
village” to succeed, and I say “LABUE
IS the village”.
Thank you all for a wonderful year!
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fort begun by Diving With a Purpose
(DWP) to bring this subject to national
attention. Our goal is to use our skills
as divers, our concern and awareness
of our history and now the power of
the web to further this cause. The
true vehicle and origin of AfricanAmerican history is the slave ship. For
the first time in our history, you and I
hold the very skills and technology in
our hands to actually search, document and preserve the history we
were never taught in school.
As with all websites, there is no
limit to LABUE’s new website’s capabilities and more features are already
being planned. Future features will
include a Members-only Forum with
active conversations. You want a boat
dive? You want a beach dive? You
need some equipment? Looking for a
dive buddy for an upcoming dive, or a
roommate for the upcoming Caymans
-East End Dive Vacation? Just post it
on the forum and start a conversation. Or perhaps you’re an active
member and you have a subject you’d
like posted on the web. This is your
website. As your Website Editor, let
me know if you have any comments
on the updated LABUE Website or if
you have any suggestions for future
website features, just contact me at
scruggs2424@bellsouth.net.

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone who
desires to join you will be aware.

LABUE NEWS

Page 5

V O LU M E 1 6, IS S U E 1

REFRESHER COURSE: November 20, 2010

REFRESHER COURSE PARTICIPANTS: Jerome Carver, Ernest Brown,
& David Robinson; Instructor George Linares, Debora Ewing assisting.

DIVER NEWS
These past members are missing
in action. If you know of their
whereabouts, please inform Tina
Houston, Membership Chair, at
(213) 359-2131.
HAVE YOU SEEN US?
Anthony Jacobs
Aalan Jimerson
Judy Johnson
Lisa Johnson
Keith Jones
Marcus Joseph
Keishna-Kaur Khalsa
Keith Killough
Brad Lang
~~~

Know of any member Certification announcements?
Please
notify Debora Ewing at dewing@proskauer.com
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LABUE Crossword Puzzle
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ACROSS
2. Device to control gas flow
5. French dive gear manufacturer
7. NABS founder
9. LABUE president
11. Famous porpoise
15. Guerrero Author
16. Brown seaweed
17. Pacific Wilderness Owner
18. "P" in DWP
19. Killer Whale
20. Famous SCUBA diver

DOWN
1. Island 26 miles from LA
3. Obstruction of a blood vessel
4. 1998 LABUE club trip location
6. Results of unsafe ascent
8. SCUBA TV Show
10. Movie slave ship
12. Jaws author
13. Sniper instructor
14. Reefseekers Owner

The LABUE Trip Planning Committee and the LABUE Board have selected the Cayman
Islands as the destination for LABUE's 2011 warm water dive vacation April 30th - May
7th, 2011. LABUE will be staying at The Reef Resort, which is located on Grand Cayman’s East End. The Reef Resort is an ideal dive location featuring 1600 feet of pristine
white sand beach, 152 oceanfront suites, two pools, and two restaurants. It also includes a gym, spa, and a centrally located
oceanside beach bar. Between dives, The
Reef offers some of the world’s finest snorkeling directly from the beach. Caymans
East End offers new dive opportunities and
distinctly different dive sites from our 2006
trip to the Caymans. The September issue of
the California Diving News included a feature
article on the spectacular diving available at
the Grand Cayman’s East End and recommended the Reef Resort. The cost for this
trip will start at $1,067.00 per person double occupancy for divers and $563.00 for non-divers including ocean-view room, daily
continental breakfast, airport transfers, hotel fees, club fee, gratuities, and taxes. Diving
will feature 5 days of 2-tank boat dives
with Tortuga Divers, which is located
next door to The Reef. They offer dive
equipment valet service and convenient
secure lockers for your dive gear. Their
on-site water sports company also offers kayak tours, paddle boarding,
power snorkeling, and other exciting
activities. The East End location is a
short distance from the world famous
Stingray City, Rum Point, QEII Botanic
Park, and several of the best restaurants on the island. Deposits are now
being accepted for what is sure to be
another exciting LABUE Dive Vacation.
For registration, deposit information or questions, please contact
Tina Houston at Dyvingluvly@sbcglobal.net

Beautiful People
START THE NEW YEAR OFF WITH
SELF CARE
Make a Commitment to Taking GOOD Care
of You!
Relaxing, therapeutic facial services designed
uniquely for you are available at
Beautiful People International.

“For truly we
are ALL
beautiful
people... We just
need to know
that.”

As a special incentive, mention this ad and receive
15% off of your first facial service.
*Stay tuned for more information on skin, health, and
well being provided by:
Sondra YeVette
Esthetician
Graceful Aging & Wellness Specialist

Contact

Sondra YeVette
310-391-1794
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NEWSLETTER ADS

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
$15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
$20 for a half page ad (per month);
$30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.

PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder: Please e-mail
your photos for the
“Photo of the Month”
contest. You just may
see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming
edition of the LABUE
News!
Please e-mail
photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com
as soon as possible!

UPCOMING EVENTS 2011

January 11, 2011 -- LABUE’s Meeting of the General Membership
January 25, 2011 -- LABUE’s Board Meeting - 6:00 PM
February 5, 2011 -- Beach Dive - Fisherman’s Cove - 8:30 AM
February 8, 2011 -- LABUE’s Meeting of the General Membership
February 22, 2011 -- LABUE’s Board Meeting - 6:00 PM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Internet
Francois Desamours
(310) 412-8128

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Open

Treasurer
Denise Barker
(562) 423-4974

Beach Dive
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Secretary
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Robert Simmons
(323) 292-8960

Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)

Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Dive Events &
Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and Figueroa Street.

Due to Metro line work on Exposition
Blvd., and museum construction on
the Exposition side of the Museum,
the Museum offers some helpful tips
for driving to minimize your inconvenience:
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Open
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

HOW ARE WE DOING? We would love to hear your comments, critiques or
suggestions. Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail address and
your voice will be heard: dewing@proskauer.com

Parking Lot 3
Entrance at South West corner. Look for
security guard shed behind covered chain
link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
Day Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
Emergency Contact Name:

Birthdate:
State:
Evening Phone:
E-Mail:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified:
No. of Dives
Boat

Date of Last Dive:

Zip:

o Warm Water o Beach o

Agency Certification

Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives o Boat Dives o Warm Water Dives
Amount: $30.00 o Individual Membership o New o Renewal
$45.00 o Family Membership o New o Renewal
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual
$450.00 o Lifetime Family
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.

Signature:

Date:

