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PHOTO OF THE MONTH* 

The sea is my mistress, her warm moistness I seek. 
She spreads before me and I plunge deep, deep beneath her blue blanket. 

Pressing my body to hers we drift away in rhapsody. 
Breathing softly. 
Breathing deeply. 
My snorkel between her lips.  
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The Bent Poet Society: Rhapsody of the Deep 
BY STEVE SCRUGGS 

Photographer:  Debora Ewing  
Camera: Olympus 770 with underwater housing 
Strobe:  Olympus Film:  Digital  
Location:  Australia, LABUE Club Trip 2007  
Title:  "School of Fish"  

*The above is an example of photo of the month, see page 5 for further information. 

Dedicated to Expanding the Knowledge and Enjoyment of Scuba Diving among African Americans 



     As I begin 2010, it will 
be the first time in 14 
years that I will not be 
President of what has be-
come one of the leading 
dive clubs in the Country.  
The Los Angeles Black 
Underwater Explorers 
maintains a reputation as 
a very well run and very 
well organized dive club 
and is well known 
throughout the dive com-
munity both locally and 
nationwide. 
     When I was recently 
asked to write this piece 

on LABUE‟s history, it 
gave me an opportunity to 
reflect on the many things 
that have been a part of 
the LABUE story.  While 
trying to be relatively 
brief, it is hard to com-
press 14 years of fun ac-
tivities into   anything less 
than a book… let alone a 
newsletter article.  So 
come along with me and 
enjoy the ride… 
     The Los Angeles Black 
Underwater Explorers 
(LABUE) dive club was 
founded in the summer of 
1992 by Desmond Morris 
and a few of his co-
workers after attending 
the inaugural National 
Association of Black 
SCUBA Divers (NABS) 
Summit the previous year. 
As a new diver, Desmond 
wanted to organize a club 
that would offer African-
American SCUBA divers in 
the greater Los Angeles 
area an opportunity to 
network with other divers 
who possessed similar 
interests and skills.  Even 

though the club had offi-
cers, it was a very infor-
mal setup and was pri-
marily focused on beach 
dives.  The lasting legacy 
of the founders of LABUE 
from the earliest days un-
til now has been a strong 
beach dive program. That 
legacy and enthusiasm of 
the founding divers lives 
on today in every LABUE 
member and a great deal 
of gratitude is owed the 
club‟s initial pioneers. 
     In November of 1996 I 
was asked to become the 
Club President and quickly 
convinced Donna Wilson 
(Vice President), Richard 
Rice (Treasurer) and Deb-
ora Ewing (Secretary) to 
join me in establishing a 
more formal organization.  
Beginning in 1997 we es-
tablished our current com-
mittee format, focusing 
our club involvement in 
several important areas 
including membership, 
beach and boat diving, 
technical diving, publicity 
and internet advances, 

and dive professionals.  
LABUE and its members 
are recognized and well 
respected within the 
Southern California dive 
community and national 
dive organizations such as 
NABS.  We have been 
responsible participants in 
the local dive scene, sup-
porting such activities as 
local harbor cleanups and 
institutions such as the 

     I will be privileged to 
serve as President of the 
Los Angeles Black Under-
water Explorers until the 
next scheduled elections 
which will be held Novem-
ber 2010.   
     Beginning as a group 
of mostly novice and inex-
perienced divers, LABUE 
has developed into a well 
organized club of experi-
enced well-trained divers 

Catalina Hyperbaric 
Chamber.   I would like to 
see LABUE continuing 
these efforts in addition to 
exposing countless mem-
bers of our communities 
to the sport of scuba div-
ing. 
     2010 will be a chal-
lenging year for LABUE. 
The struggling US econ-
omy continues to have an   

Continued on page 4  
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fund raising (eventually 
renamed Ways & Means) 
and dive training and 
safety.  Over the years 
these committees have 
been instrumental in our 
club‟s success and have 
been chaired by several 
LABUE members.  We also 
began publishing our 
monthly newsletter, and 
scheduling monthly club 
and Board meetings all on 
a regular basis.  Another 
major step was the sched-
uling of our first club dive 
trip.  That first trip was to 
Jamaica and, although we 
only had five members 
participate, it set the 
stage for what has be-
come a long line of suc-
cessful dive vacations.   
     In what has always 
been a popular activity, 
beginning in 1997,  the 
club annually scheduled 
trips to Jamaica, Tortola 
(BVI‟s), Cozumel, Hawaii, 
Belize, Dominica, Utila 
(Honduras), Fiji, Tortola 
(again), Grand Caymans,  

continued on page 3  

“That legacy and 
enthusiasm of  the 

founding divers 
lives on today in 
every LABUE 

member...” 
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joined the exclusive „lifetime mem-
ber‟ club.  The club added periodic 
bike rides, Caribbean Cruises and an 
expanded line of „LABUE WEAR‟ 
clothing apparel and made it avail-
able for on line purchases.  This year 
was also the first year of our con-
ducting a „toy drive‟ in conjunction 
with our annual Holiday Dance and 
Awards Ceremony to give toys to 
needy families.  In addition, we were 
awarded an O-2 kit from DAN for our 
participation in their safety program.  
This kit is available for all beach 
dives just in case of an unexpected 
emergency.  Fortunately, we have 
not had to use the kit.  As mentioned 
earlier, the year 2000 saw the club 
reach 145 paid members.  Because 
of our large financial base, we were 

able to fully charter The Great Es-
cape dive boat, one of the premier 
dive boats in Southern California.  
Over the years this activity became 
very popular and solidified our repu-
tation in the loal dive community as 
a serious, fiscally solvent and well 
organized dive club. 
     By 2001 the Board had been ex-
panded to include seven members.  
To date, in addition to the original 
Board members in 1996, Denise 
Barker, Guy Duplantier, George 
Linares, Sharlene Johnson, Steve 
Scruggs, DonCosta Seawell and Tina 
Houston have all been Board mem-
bers at some point. Over the years, 
the club‟s Bylaws were revised to 
reflect the current status of LABUE.  
A series of annual fundraisers 

 continued on page 7     

“By 1999 the club 
activities, already in  full 
swing, saw  the addition 

of  the club’s Discover 
Scuba Program.” 

Australia (via a fully chartered live-
aboard), Belize (again) and The 
Philippines Islands.  The number of 
attendees typically ranged between 
20-30 members.  The largest group 
was the 2001 Belize trip in which 
53 members participated.  In 2010 

the club will return to Cozumel for 
spectacular diving and another 
week of fun in the sun. 
     For the next few years following 
1997, LABUE membership grew at 
a phenomenal rate, reaching a 
peak of 145 paid members in 2000.  
Despite our club name, LABUE has 
always been a club consisting of 
members from various ethnicities, 
cultures, ages and walks of life.  
Our only requirement is that you 
enjoy people who have a similar 
love of the sport of scuba diving.  
Many successful programs still in 
place today were created in those 
early years.  In 1998 we scheduled 
what was initially called the West 
Coast Dive Quest program in which 
we joined with other dive clubs for 
a weekend of diving.  This program 
evolved into our regularly sched-
uled Catalina Dive Weekend.  To 
help our club generate necessary 
funds, we offered a Business Spon-
sorship Program to interested dive 
shops.  While several dives shops 
have participated from time to 
time, I will acknowledge both Reef 
Seekers Dive Co and Pacific Wilder-
ness for their long time continued 
support.  Both of these well known 
businesses were there for us in the 
beginning and annually renewed 
their financial commitment to  
LABUE for many years.  Eventually, 
we were able to generate our nec-
essary funding and so discontinued 
the Business Sponsorship Program. 
     Also in 1998 we started having 
regular summer fundraisers and 
fun events.  Our first effort was a 
club picnic.  Over the years, we had 
several fish fries, club picnics and 
barbecues.  We also had our first in 

a long line of formal Holiday 
Dances and Award Ceremonies.  
With all of these activities going 
on, we created and purchased our 
club banner to proudly announce 
to the world who we were as we 
moved our activities from locale to 
locale.  Our focus remained on 
diving, however, and we continued 
scheduling monthly beach and 
boat dives…as Desmond Morris 
had initially started in 1992.  The 
club also became involved in sup-
porting the dive community by par-
ticipating in Chamber Day/Evening, 
a fundraiser to help support the 
Catalina Island Hyperbaric Cham-
ber and also the annual Catalina 
Cleanup Program in which dive 
clubs were assigned specific areas 
in the dive zones off Catalina Is-
land to remove trash and debris. 
     By 1999 the club activities, al-
ready in full swing, saw the addi-
tion of the club‟s Discover Scuba 
Program, a program designed to 
familiarize individuals with the thrill 
of actually trying on scuba diving 
gear and diving under the strict 
supervision of our club instructors.  
Lamont Johnson along George and 
Bettye Linares have made this pro-
gram is huge success over the 
years.  We began highlighting the 
background of our divers with the 
initiation of the Diver Profiles Pro-
gram which was published monthly 
in LABUE NEWS, our monthly 
newsletter.  This program eventu-
ally became our Diver Spotlight 
Program which continues to this 
day.  Our growth and activity lev-
els were acknowledged by the Na-
tional Association of Black Scuba 
Divers as they named LABUE the 
1999 NABS Club of the Year.  
    The year 2000 featured even 
more development.  We initiated 
our Lifetime Membership Program, 
with Sonny Hill of Maryland be-
coming our first lifetime member.  
Since that time, six members have 
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COZUMEL DIVE VACATION 

adverse impact on the scuba diving 
industry that has affected local dive 
shops, dive boat operators, as well 
as, the dive travel business as a 
whole.  LABUE membership and 
meeting attendance have also suf-
fered as economic pressures have 

affected our members and their 
budgets for leisure activities such as 
scuba diving.  
     The cornerstone of any dive club 
is providing ample planned dives for 
its members and encouraging its 
members to dive regularly, espe-
cially its novice divers.  The LABUE 
Board, along with the Beach Dive 
and Boat Dive Committees, will be 
exploring ways to expand the num-
ber of available cost effective dive 
opportunities available to our mem-
bers.  We will also be working to 
provide interesting and informative 
general meeting programs and ac-
tivities to encourage increased 
meeting attendance. 
It will be my per-
sonal objective dur-
ing the next 12 
months to promote 
LABUE‟s continued 
success and to fa-
cilitate the club‟s 
evolution into an 
active and self-sustaining dive club 
that will continue to function effec-
tively and grow, even as our more 
senior members begin to consider 
permanently shedding their tanks 
and regulators for less strenuous 
aquatic adventures.  
The key to meeting this objective 
will be increasing our membership‟s 
direct involvement and participation 
in all aspects of running LABUE.  
This will include increased member 
participation in our committees re-
sponsible for dive safety and train-
ing, planning and promoting LABUE 
dives and dive vacations, and critical 
LABUE efforts such as recruiting new 
members and retaining existing 
members.  
       

As editor of the LABUE Newsletter, 
Debora Ewing will be actively en-
couraging members to submit their 
articles and photos to be considered 
for publication in the  
LABUE newsletter, taking advantage 
of the enormous talents, skills, and 
experience within the club.   
     The LABUE Board will also be 
examining steps necessary to  
expand the LABUE Board and make 
it easier for members to qualify to 
run as LABUE officers or “at large” 
board positions during future elec-
tions.   
     We will continue to provide our 
members, families, and friends with 
what has worked well for us over 
the years, including economical an-
nual warm water dive vacations to 
great locations, such as our sched-
uled Cozumel dive vacation in April 
2009.  The Board will be creating a 
new LABUE Trip Planning Commit-

tee that will be responsible 
for selecting future dive 
vacation destinations, or-
ganizing and running these 
trips.   
Discover Scuba has been a 
very successful part of LA-
BUE with outstanding par-
ticipation, exposing many 

in our communities to the sport of 
scuba diving over the years and will 
be continued in 2010.   
     Other exciting events currently 
scheduled for 2010 include our 
Catalina Island Dive Weekend and 
Camping-Diving Weekend. 
As you can see, we have a lot to 
accomplish in 2010 and we desper-
ately need your support and partici-
pation to ensure the future survival 
of LABUE.   

     Give me a call or send me an 
email (ricere2004@yahoo.com) to 
share your thoughts on how to 
make LABUE a better dive club and 
to let me know how you can help us 
in these efforts. 

PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE  
Continued from page 2 
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     As has been previously an-
nounced, from April 21-28, 2010, LA-

BUE will convene its annual club dive 
vacation in the diving Mecca of Co-
zumel, Mexico.  Cozumel was the site 
of the 1999 club trip and the 32 par-

ticipants had a wonderful time diving 
in what is truly one of the world‟s 
great dive destinations.  The weather 

in April is normally perfect, the water 
is warm and the visibility frequently 
exceeds 100‟.  The diving itself offers 
a wide variety of creatures and spec-

tacular formations.  There are deep 
wall dives, cavern dives, outstanding 
coral formations and both large and 

small sea life.  In a word, Cozumel 
diving is AWESOME. 
     Everyone will stay at The Fiesta 
Americana Hotel, one of the top re-

sorts on the island which features a 
wide variety of amenities for the diver 
and non diver alike.  Since the club‟s 

last trip in 1999, The Fiesta Ameri-
cana Hotel and its beach have been 
completely refurbished.  Everyone 
should view the hotel website:  

www.fiestaamericanahotel.com to 
more fully appreciate everything the 
hotel has to offer.  In addition, Co-

zumel has several activities for the 
non diver and is only a short ferry 
ride away from the many attractions 

of Cancun and the Yucatan Peninsula.   
     The club is currently holding 15 
rooms but will have to release rooms 
which have not been reserved by 

January 31, 2010.  The diver package 
rate is $798 and includes 8 days and 
7 nights at The Fiesta Americana Ho-

tel, 5 days of 2-tank dives, unlimited 
hotel shore dives, roundtrip transfers 
and taxes.  Airfare is not included but 
many participants have confirmed a 

price of $442.  Additional pricing in-
formation is available upon request.  
LABUE trips are always a lot of fun 

and you will want to be part of the 
action in Cozumel. 
     A $400 non refundable deposit 
will secure a reservation.  Please con-

tact Bob Simmons at 323 292-8960 
for additional information.  Hurry, 
time is running out… 

“We will continue to 
provide our members, 
families, and friends with 
what has worked well for 
us over the years...” 

mailto:ricere2004@yahoo.com
http://www.fiestaamericanahotel.com/


 
The Guidelines below are intended to encourage all LABUE members (divers and non-divers) to submit their photos 
to be considered for publication in the LABUE Newsletter, irrespective of their level of photographic expertise and 
equipment.  It is further intended that all participants in the December prize drawing have an equal opportunity to 
win the prize, regardless of their level of photographic expertise and equipment. 
 

Photo of the Month is open to all LABUE members. 

Divers and Non-Divers can submit photos. 
Members can submit as many of their best photos as they like. 
Photos can include any underwater/diving photo from LABUE or non-LABUE dives. 
Non-underwater/non-diving photos can be submitted if they are related to a LABUE activity or event (i.e.  
LABUE meetings, social events, Chamber Night photos, Discover Scuba, dive training classes, Compton Air 
Show photos)  
Photo submittals must be in an electronic format (digital camera photo file or scanned photo image) and 

should include members name, brief description of photo including date, location/dive site, camera/lens used. 
etc. 
All photos to be considered should be submitted to the LABUE Newsletter Editor 
All photos submitted will be added to a perpetual electronic file and reviewed on a monthly by the LABUE  
Editorial Board (Publisher, Editor, and Production Manager). 
The LABUE Editorial Board will be responsible for ranking the top 12 photos in the perpetual file, including 
newly submitted photos. 

The #1 ranked photo in the perpetual file will be selected each month as Photo of the Month. 
Each submitted photo can only be selected once as Photo of the Month.  Once a photo has been selected for 
Photo of the Month, it will be removed from the perpetual photo file. 
To give more people a chance to have their photo selected, each member is allowed only one Photo of the 
Month photo per year, unless there are an insufficient number of acceptable photos submitted by members.  If 
they have additional submitted photos in the perpetual file, their photos can be considered during the follow-
ing year. 

Selected Photo of the Month will be included on the front page of each Newsletter along with the name of the 
photographer and descriptive information submitted about their photograph. 
At the December General Membership meeting, tickets will be issued to each of the 12 members whose photos 
have been selected as Photo of the Month.  A prize drawing will be held including only those 12 members.  
The Newsletter Editorial Board will determine the prize. 
Photo of the Month photographers do not need to be present at the December General meeting to participate 
in the raffle. 
By submitting your photo to the LABUE Editor you agree that the photo can be used anywhere in 
the LABUE Newsletter in addition to the photo of the month contest. 

 
Debora Ewing graciously allowed her photograph taken while on the 2007 LABUE Australia trip to be used as an 
example of what we are looking for in “photo of the month”.  As shown, photos should have a short description 
which includes the name of the photographer, equipment, location and a brief description of the photo.  The photo 
must be sent to dewing@proskauer.com in a reduced size so that the photo can be opened.  Example of reduced 
size would be 2100 x 1500 pixel (7”x5”) at 300 pixel/inch.  Any photos which can not be opened will not be submit-
ted for consideration. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH GUIDELINES  
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Where were you born?   Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
 
Where do you live now?  Redondo Beach 
 
What influenced you to get into diving?   Since I was a child, I‟ve had a craving for water and underwater adventure.  

Swimming and snorkeling wasn‟t enough.  It wasn‟t until I was an adult and in 1990, that I got certified in 
diving.  My wife is a diver also.  

 
When you‟re not diving, what do you like to do?  I enjoy camping, hiking, bowling, roller-skating, plays, boating and 

cooking.  There are really not too many things I don‟t like to do.  There‟s just not enough time…..right now. 
 
What is your favorite food?  Crustaceans 
 
What would like to see LABUE do more of?   Beach dives in Redondo Beach.  
 
If you could live anywhere in the world, where would it be?  Believe it or not, I would remain here in the United 
States.  The overall best country in the world……sing after me…God bless America…. 

 

If you could do anything you wanted, whenever you wanted to, what  would you do?  Unquestionably, it would 
be traveling around the  world with my wife. That would be a great life experience. 
 
What famous person do people tell you that you favor most?  I‟ve never been told I look like anyone famous.  It‟s 
always someone‟s cousin or uncle. 
 
Tell me something that LABUE‟s membership would be surprised to know about you?  Prior to becoming a police 

officer in 1995, I was an elementary school teacher for 5th graders for 3 years.  For some reason, people 

don‟t see me as “children friendly”.  

“...traveling 
around the world 
with my wife. That 
would be a great 
life experience.” 
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SPOTLIGHT ON RANDY TILLERY 
BY DEBORA EWING 

Randy Tillery with his wife, Cheryl 

LABUE NEWS 



Parking Lot 3      

Entrance at South West corner.  Look for  

security guard shed behind covered chain 
link fence.   

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  

 
Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 

 
Treasurer  
Richard Rice  
(323) 299-3798  

 

Secretary  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  

 
Robert Simmons  
(323) 292-8960  
 

Sharlene Johnson  
(310) 833-0494  
 
DonCosta Seawell  

(909) 593-1877  

were also held and continued to 
this day.  The Jamaica Fest, The 
Hawaiian Luau, The Jook Joint 
were „Themed‟ events which were 
spectacular successes and made 
non club members more aware of 
LABUE.  The next major compo-
nent in LABUE‟s development was 

the creation of LABUE Bucks, the 
official club currency.  Dive camp-
outs were added to the agenda 
and have been very successful to 
date.  In 2005, the club acquired 
a new home and began meeting 
at The Museum of Natural His-
tory.  The club was no longer de-
pendent of the residence of one 
of its members for a meeting 
place…a major development. 
     This lengthy write up was in-
tended to provide an overview of 
how LABUE evolved over the 
years.  After reading about all the 
club initiatives, my hope is that 
more members will become in-
spired to add their contributions 
to improving our organization 
even more.  As the club looks to 

the future, there are several chal-
lenges ahead.  With my tenure of 
President ending in 2009, the club 
begins a transition to a new gen-
eration of leaders.  While I will 
still be on the Board, the new 
leaders will bring new energy to 
the club and I expect things to be 

even better.  I think a large debt 
of gratitude is due to the Board 
members, both past and present, 
for the volunteering of their time 
and energy.  We could not have 
been as successful as we have 
been without the spirit of coop-
eration everyone has shared to-
wards reaching a common goal.  
As long as the Board continues to 
remain focused on the needs and 
wants of the general membership, 
LABUE will continue to grow and 
be a major force in exposing 
more and more individuals to the 
wonderful sport of Scuba Diving. 

THOUGHTS ABOUT LABUE  
Continued from page 3 

Directions 
The Natural History Museum is located in 
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boule-
vard between Vermont Avenue and Figue-
roa Street. 

 
Due to Metro line work on Exposition 
Blvd., and  museum construction on 
the Exposition side of the Museum, 
the Museum offers some helpful tips 
for driving to minimize your incon-
venience: 
 
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take 
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and 
head west towards Vermont Avenue.  
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.  
Make a left into Exposition Park  
Lot 3. 
 
Please visit the Museum website for more 
information at www.nhm.org. 
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Meetings 
The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Membership    
Bettye Linares           
(661) 729-6626  

          
Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  

 
Beach Dive               
Debora Ewing   
(310) 284-4556   

  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  

 
Publicity & Internet  
Francois Desamours 
(310) 412-8128  

 
Newsletter: 
Debora Ewing-Editor 
Sharlene Johnson-  

   Layout 

COMMITTEES  

UPCOMING EVENTS 2010 
January 12 --   LABUE‟s Meeting of the General Membership at the  
 Los Angeles Museum of Natural History 
January 26 -- LABUE‟s Meeting of the Board of Directors and Directors-at-

Large (place to be determined) 
February 7 -- Beach Dive at White‟s Point, San Pedro (time to be 

determined)  

HOW ARE WE DOING?  We would love to hear your comments, critiques or 

suggestions.  Please e-mail Debora Ewing at the following e-mail  address and 

your voice will be heard:  dewing@proskauer.com  

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  



PO BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009  

(310) 337-1541  

(310) 337-1542 FAX  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
For the Year ______  

General Information  
Name:____________________________________________________________Birthdate:___________  

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________  

City:____________________________________ State:________________ Zip:___________________  
Day Phone:_______________________________ Evening Phone:_______________________________  

Fax:_____________________________________ E-Mail:_____________________________________  
Referred By: __________________________________________________________________________________  

Emergency Contact Name:_____________________________________ Phone No._________________  

Certification Information:  
Year First Certified:_____ No. of Dives _____ Date of Last Dive:_______ []Warm Water []Beach []Boat  

Agency Certification  
____________________ __________________________  

____________________ __________________________  

____________________ __________________________  
Diving Preferences: [] Beach Dives [] Boat Dives [] Warm Water Dives  

Amount: $ 30.00 [] Individual Membership [] New [] Renewal  

$ 45.00 [] Family Membership [] New [] Renewal  
$ 300.00 [] Lifetime Individual  

$ 450.00 [] Lifetime Family  

***Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”  

WAIVER  
I ____________________________, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers 

(LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE 

events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of 

your acceptance of this application and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death 

or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to re-

lease, indemnify, defend and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers, from any liability arising out of 

or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and indemnification is 

intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I have carefully read this 
release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will with full knowledge of its signifi-

cance.  

Signature: ________________________________ Date: __________________________________ 


