P H O TO O F T H E M O N T H

VOLUME 22, ISSUE 2
FEBRUARY 2017
Photographer:
Miles Maxey
Camera:
Canon S95 in SX95 Case
with inon strobe &
macro lens
Location:
Lembeh Straits,
Indonesia
Subject:
Nudibranch

Do you have a
photograph you would
like to see on the cover
of the LABUE Newsletter?
If so, send it to
Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com
for consideration to be
featured as the LABUE
Photo of the Month

Inside this issue:

WINTER DIVE SEASON IS HERE
Join us for our February LABUE General Membership Meeting at the Natural History Museum on Tuesday, February 14th. Learn more about our planned activities for the year,
including the upcoming Avalon Harbor Underwater Cleanup dive on Catalina Island on
February 25th and our 2017 LABUE Warm Water Dive Vacation to the Philippines this fall.
Enjoy our delicious meeting refreshments and friendly member fellowship. Don’t forget to
join our Meetup Group dive community at www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/, providing
an easy way to keep up to date on all of our dive events and activities.
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36TH ANNUAL AVALON HARBOR UNDERWATER
C L E A N U P : S A TU R D A Y , F E B R U AR Y 2 5 T H , 2 0 1 7
USC’s Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber
and Wrigley Institute for Environmental Studies–Catalina Conservation Divers are proud to host Catalina Island’s 36th Avalon Harbor Underwater
Cleanup, one of the largest annual
dive events in Southern California on
Saturday, February 25th. The event
began in the 1970s in an effort to
cleanup Avalon Harbor, and
this event is the only time
diving is permitted in the
Harbor.
Southern California divers
have made the Avalon Harbor Underwater Cleanup
one of their premier social
events of the year. Divers
retrieve trash and lost items
from Avalon Harbor, and
revel in the warm friendly
atmosphere of Catalina Island. Last year, approximately 343 participants re-
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covered 4,980 pounds of trash. Proceeds from the event will benefit USC’s
Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber and
Wrigley Institute Scientific Diving Program. If you are interested in participating in this exciting dive community
event, you can get more information
and register online at www.usc.edu/
esvp, code: 36thCleanup.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
B Y : R I C H AR D R I C E

25 Years and Still Diving! This year,
LABUE celebrates its 25th year serving
the Southern California community
with a primary mission dedicated to
expanding the knowledge and enjoyment of Scuba Diving among African
Americans.
Founded in the summer of 1992 by
Desmond Morris and a few of his
coworkers after attending the inaugural National Association of Black SCUBA Divers (NABS) Summit in 1991;

LABUE has grown from an informal
club of friends interested primarily in
beach diving, to a demographically
diverse, well organized dive club offering a variety of SCUBA diving activities, social events, community
outreach opportunities, and dive
training programs.
Beginning in 1996, under the leadership of Bob Simmons, LABUE developed into a more formal organization establishing club bylaws, incorporating financial controls and accountability, and creating a committee structure which addressed member interests in beach diving, boat
dives, and technical diving. It was
during this time that LABUE also established monthly membership and
Board of Directors meetings, and
began publishing the LABUE News
newsletter. Since 1997, LABUE members have enjoyed annual club sponsored warm water dive vacations that
have included some of the world’s
most popular dive destinations. The
backbone of LABUE’s dive activities

has always been regularly scheduled
local boat dives and beach dives along
the Southern California coast, including Catalina Island.
LABUE and its members have had a
longstanding association with NABS,
with members actively participating in
NABS meetings and enjoying NABS
Dive Summits since LABUE’s inception.
LABUE was selected as NABS Club of
the Year in 1999, the same year that
LABUE established its Discover Scuba
Program designed to introduce our
community to the sport of SCUBA Diving.
For more than fifteen years, LABUE
has supported the local SCUBA diving
community as a sponsor of the annual
Chamber Day/Evening fundraising
events at the Aquarium of the Pacific
in Long Beach, benefiting the Catalina
Hyperbaric Chamber.
LABUE has always been a social organization, with members and friends
enjoying “themed” fundraising events,
Dive & Camping Weekends and

Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

Holiday Gala and Dinner events.
In 2005, LABUE made a major
move, permanently changing its
monthly membership meeting location
from private homes to the California
Museum of Natural History at Exposition Park, securing official museum
sponsorship in 2010.
Since becoming LABUE President in
2010, I have been concentrating on
addressing the impact of demographic
changes on the membership and
growth of LABUE. In addition to continuing successful club activities of the
past, LABUE has been focusing on
making critical changes necessary to
ensure the its future success through
outreach to the next generation of
scuba divers. LABUE is also focusing
on addressing immediate member
needs, expanding benefits to members, and encouraging more direct
member participation in running the
club.
Over the last six years, we have
greatly expanded the content of the
LABUE News and LABUE website
(www.labue.org), establishing the
LABUE
Facebook
page
(http://
www.facebook.com/LABUEDIVERS) in
2011, and establishing a LABUE
Meetup group (www.meetup.com/
LABUEDIVERS/) in 2014. These changes have been well received and have
gained national recognition within the
scuba diving community for their content and quality. They also provide
valuable social media outreach to a
new generation of divers. We will continue to reach out to younger divers by
offering free Discover SCUBA, OWI
SCUBA Certification Scholarships, organizing affordable local Beach Dives,
and by further expanding our social
media outreach.
We will continue our community outreach involvement with our active participation in community events such as
local underwater harbor cleanups, International Coastal Cleanup Day, and
Be The Match bone marrow registry
fundraising events.
Honored to be selected as 2011
NABS Club of the Year, LABUE has

renewed its active involvement as a
NABS member club, participating and
co-sponsoring the NABS President’s
Meetings, and attending NABS Dive
Summits.
Join me in celebrating LABUE’s 25th
Anniversary in 2017. This year, your
LABUE Board of Directors will be dealing with the realities of an aging LABUE membership and the challenges
we face in recruiting the next generation of divers who we must depend on
to provide the future leadership of LABUE. We will be working to institute
changes necessary to ensure LABUE’s
future, including club leadership restructuring, updating club policies, and
streamlining club activities, while continuing to serve our current active
membership base.
We encourage you to support your
dedicated LABUE Officers and Board of
Directors in meeting the challenges of
2017 with your active participation in
LABUE. If you are interested in lending
your labor, experience, or organizational skills to LABUE on any of our
committees, your participation would
be more than welcomed. If you would
like to recommend an activity or event
that would benefit the community, our
members, or help fulfill our 2017 mission, please share your ideas it with
me or one of the Board members. We
value your recommendations. Give me
a call or send me an email
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your
ideas and thoughts on how to make
LABUE a better dive club and to let me
know how you can help us in these
efforts.
Was there an African-American
SCUBA diving community in LA before LABUE? You might be surprised. In future issues of the LABUE News, I will explore the vibrant
Black dive scene in LA during the
1970s and 1980s. Active Black dive
clubs, members, and instructors in
LA?
OWI certification classes
taught on Crenshaw Blvd.? An LA
diver becoming a co-founder of
NABS? Current LABUE members
who were active divers and instructors during this period? Stay tuned
for more on this rich history of Black
LA SCUBA diving.

JOIN LABUE’s
COMMUNITY

MEETUP

Keep up with LABUE dive events
and
activities
throughout 2017
on Meetup. Our
Meetup Group continues to expand
with over 150 members. By joining
our Meetup Group, you will be automatically kept up to date on the latest scheduled LABUE activities and
events including beach dives, boat
dives, dive vacations, membership
meetings, community events, and
social events. Meetup is also an excellent tool for meeting and hooking
up with new dive buddies. All you
need
to
do
is
go
to
www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
and join our group. Don’t be left
out, join us today on Meetup.

EXPLORE THE WORLD OF
SCUBA WITH LABUE ON
FACEBOOK
Take a look at LABUE on Facebook
at
www.facebook.ccom/
LABUEDIVERS. We are providing an
exciting source of amazing dive related videos, beautiful photos, dive
destination reviews, informative articles, dive equipment evaluations,
and helpful SCUBA diving tips.
Check it out, you
won’t be disappointed. eel free
to post your comments.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
LABUE SCUBA Certification
Scholarships Available for
2017
In support of our club mission to Expand the Knowledge and Enjoyment
of SCUBA Diving in our community,
LABUE will again be offering Open
Water I SCUBA Certification scholarships during 2017. LABUE’s SCUBA
Scholarship Program was introduced
in 2014 and awards the Charles
Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie
Williams Memorial Scholarship which
pays the costs for Open Water I SCUBA certification for those who are
selected.
Contact
labue@sbcglobal.net if you, or someone you know, are interested in applying.

DIVER NEWS
New and Renewing Members:
Richard & Kathy Rice
Randy Tillery
Christine Jackson
Starletta DuPois
Johnnie Davis
~~~
Know of any member
Certification announcements?
Please notify Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com

Save the Date for Chamber
Evening - May 3rd
Save the date for 2017 Chamber Day/
Evening events taking place on
Wednesday May 3rd.
LABUE will
again be sponsoring a table for
Chamber Evening being held at the
Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach
from 7pm to 10:30pm. This exciting
evening features a fully catered dinner as well as access to all of the
aquarium’s exhibits and attractions.
Thousands of dollars in valuable door
prizes will be raffled off including regulators, dive computers, buoyancy
compensators, cameras, wet suits,
mask & fins, and other dive related
gear. In addition to the Chamber
Evening event at the Aquarium of the
Pacific, So Cal’s finest dive boats donate their services for the day for
those who wish to support the Chamber and enjoy some diving. Your participation in any or all of the facets of
Chamber Day/Evening will help to
ensure our Chamber’s future. Support the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber!
Contact
us
at
labue@sbcglobal.net for ticket information.

2017 IS HERE AND IT’S
TIME TO RENEW YOUR LABUE MEMBERSHIP
It’s time to renew your membership
for 2017 and join us for another exciting year with LABUE. Take advantage of member benefits including
beach dives, discounted boat dives,
dive vacations, prize raffles, and discounts on events. Renew by March
31st and receive $10 in LABUE Bucks.
Just complete the attached Membership Application and forward it to LABUE, PO Box 90069, LA 90009, along
with your annual dues of $30 ($45 for
Family Memberships). You may also
renew
on
PayPal
at
paypal_membership@labue.org. If you
received a Special LABUE Membership
Door Prize gift certificate at our December 2016 Holiday Dinner at the
Brownstone Bistro, just mail it in
along with your Membership Application by February 28th to receive your
free 2017 membership.
Keep up with all of our 2017 events
and dive activities by joining our
Meetup Group at www.meetup.com/
LABUEDIVERS/.

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE
SCUBA SHOW MAY 6th&7th

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta Seawell at 909-593-1877 or
doncosta1@msn.com with your trip
details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone
who desires to join you will be
aware.

Mark your calendar for the 30th Annual SCUBA SHOW which will take
place this year on May 6th & 7th at
the Long Beach Convention Center.
This is the largest SCUBA Expo in the
country and this year’s event will feature over 300 exhibitors situated in
over 76,000 sq. ft. of exhibit space.
The SCUBA SHOW will feature new
and revolutionary dive gear, representatives from dive resorts and liveaboards, photo and video exhibits
and dozens of equipment dealers and
manufacturer representatives.
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LABUE LENDING LIBRARY: DIVE VIDEOS & TRAVEL GUIDES

LABUE members are invited to take advantage of our LABUE Lending Library including DVDs and dive
destination travel guides. Planning a dive vacation? Why spend money on an expensive dive travel video or travel guide when you can borrow one from the LABUE Lending Library?
Our DVD Lending Library that includes a variety of educational and informative topics including:
Underwater Navigation (PADI)
Wreck Diving (PADI)
Night Diving (PADI)
Dry Suit Diving (PADI)
Choosing and Using Dive Computers (Hammerhead Video)
Truk Lagoon (Dive Travel Video)
Palau (Sam’s Tour)
Lost Ships of Rome (Secrets of the Dead)
Slave Ship Mutiny (PBS)
The Guerrero Project
Diving Cozumel Mexico (Divescape Productions)
Dive Bonaire (Nutaaq Media)
Dive Travel Guides available in the LABUE Lending Library include:
Complete Guide to Diving & Snorkeling Aruba, Bonaire,& Curacao
Diving & Snorkeling Baja California
Diving & Snorkeling Fiji
Underwater Indonesia
Diving & Snorkeling Cozumel
Hawaii Below
Diving & Snorkeling Guide to Curacao
Diving & Snorkeling Belize
Diving & Snorkeling Cayman Islands
Diving the British Virgin Islands
Diving Guide to the Balearic Islands, Spain
Diving & Snorkeling Honduras’ Bay Islands
Fiji: Welcome to Our Islands
LABUE members are invited to and encouraged to submit a list of those dive DVDs and Travel Guides you may own
and wouldn’t mind sharing with your fellow members. We will include them on our list of available materials. If you
are interested in borrowing any of the materials in LABUE’s Lending Library or sharing dive DVDs or related educational materials that you may own with other LABUE members, contact us at labue@sbcglobal.net.

CHECK OUT THE LABUE STORE

Look great on the boat or beach with official LABUE apparel including T-shirts, Polo Shirts, and Baseball Caps.
~~~

T-shirts and Baseball
Caps are in stock and
are available in most sizes at $20 each. Check out the LABUE Store
at www.labue.org to place your order, or you may purchase items at
the monthly membership meeting.
~~~

~~~

LABUE 2017Warm Water Dive Vacation

Magic Oceans Dive Resort, Bohol, Philippines
October 21 – 28, 2017

LABUE is excited to announce our 2017 Warm Water Dive Vacation to the Magic Oceans Dive Resort in Bohol, Philippines, October 21-28, 2017! Why Magic Ocean? Several LABUE members have already enjoyed
diving at their sister resort, Magic Island Dive Resort, on Cebu Island, Philippines. Magic Ocean is the newest resort in the franchise, opening in 2015, offering 5-star quality and exceptional diving at a price that cannot be beat. If you get tired of diving, you can also enjoy the waterfalls, jungle and canyon trekking, motorcycle tours, mountain bicycling, local Filipino markets, nightlife, and more.
CHECK OUT MAGIC OCEANS WEBSITE: www.magicisland.nl/en/magicoceansinformation/
DATES: October 21-28, 2017
DIVER COST: $1650.00 (Includes Hotel (D/O)+R/T Ferry from Cebu to Bohol+All Meals+Unlimited Boat & Shore Dives)
NON-DIVER COST: $1050.00 (Includes Hotel (D/O)+R/T Ferry from Cebu to Bohol+ All Meals
AIRFARES: Airfare is not included in the above costs. Current RT Airfare Estimate from Los Angeles is $720.00
DEPOSIT: $400.00
CONTACT FOR TRIP REGISTRATION INFORMATION: labue@sbcglobal.net
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LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS
SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
PURPOSE: In agreement with and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the Knowledge and
Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Discover Scuba Program and
Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships
(Charles Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship) are
named for two long time club members who exemplified consistent dedication and support of
LABUE, and love of the sport of SCUBA Diving.

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:
Discover Scuba - Up to ten (10) LABUE Discover Scuba Program Scholarships may be awarded each
year in the form of refund of the paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and completion of a scheduled LABUE Discover Scuba class.

Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (2) Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships
may be awarded each year in the form of reimbursement of costs, up to $400, for successful completion
of a recognized Open Water I SCUBA certification course offered by any qualified dive shop or SCUBA
instructor. The scholarships also include a one year LABUE membership.

AWARD ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible for the Discover Scuba Program scholarships include selected members of the general public as determined by the LABUE Board of Directors.
This may include individuals as well as members of organizations including schools, scouting
programs, sports clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations,
etc.. Those eligible to apply for the Open Water I Certification scholarships include paid
LABUE Members who are not SCUBA certified; and family members of paid LABUE Members
(including spouses, children, parents, siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of the general public who have completed any recent or past LABUE Discover
Scuba Program are also eligible.
AWARD REQUIREMENTS: Requirements for award of the Discover Scuba Program
Scholarships will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. Applicants for the Open
Water I Certification Scholarships must have completed their Open Water I certification
during the same calendar year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate their efforts to support LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as
evidenced by any of the following:
Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities
Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee
Contribution of photos, articles, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News newsletter, LABUE website, LABUE Facebook page, LABUE Blog, or other media.
Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or other related
marine topics including biology, marine ecology, marine technology; or historical topics related to
diving such as WWII wreck dive sites or the search for sunken slave ships.

Applications for the Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships shall be submitted by
November 1st of each year.
SELECTION: Award of Discover Scuba Program scholarships will be determined by the
LABUE Board of Directors in advance of each scheduled Discover Scuba Program date. Review of Award Eligibility, compliance with Award Requirements for each Open Water I SCUBA Certification scholarship applicant, and award selection will be made by the LABUE
Board of Directors before the date of the December LABUE General Membership Meeting each
year.
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LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
 $20 for a half page ad (per month);
 $30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2017
February 14, 2017 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
February 25, 2017 -- Avalon Harbor Underwater Cleanup, Catalina Island
February 28, 2017 -- LABUE Board Meeting
March 14, 2017 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
March 28, 2017 -- LABUE Board Meeting
May 3, 2017 -- Chamber Day/ Evening
May 6-7, 2017 -- 30th Annual Scuba Show - Long Beach Convention Center
October 21-28, 2017 -- LABUE Warm Water Trip - Bohol, Philippines
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
OPEN

Vice President
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877
Treasurer
Daphne King
(323) 819-8456
Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944
Members at Large
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Randy Tillery
(323) 893-0982
Stacy Wade
(301) 704-1601
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556
Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
OPEN

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
2nd floor Education Classroom at the Natural History Museum in Los Angeles.

NEW MEETING LOCATION!
Due to construction in the museum, we
will be meeting in the Education Classroom on the 2nd floor. See the attached
map for directions from the parking lot.
- Members should park at the bottom of
the ramp leading to our below ground level of the car park.
- There is a green wall at the bottom of
the ramp. On the right side of the wall is
a door. Go through the door. The outside
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.
- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the
glass entrance pavilion on the ground level, and turn right at the far edge of the
pavilion. There is a ground level door going into the museum. Go in.
- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.
Take either one to the 2nd floor.
- Turn right after you get out of the elevator.
- Turn right at the T-intersection. The
Dino lab is on the left.
- Go through the double doors into the
Education department and walk straight
ahead.
- The door to the Education Classroom will
be on your left.

Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

Program Committee
OPEN
Technical Dive Committee
OPEN

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year 2017

General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Day Phone:
Evening Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
E-Mail:
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:

Birthdate:
Zip:

Certification Information:

Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________
Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐

Beach ☐

Boat ☐

Certification Agency:
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives

☐ Boat Dives

☐ Warm Water Dives

Membership Category:
Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$45.00 ☐ for Family Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual

$450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as
is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I have carefully read this release and fully
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its
significance.
Signature:

Date:

