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Join us on Tuesday, February 9th at the Natural History Museum for our LABUE Gen-
eral Membership meeting. Get an update on the year’s planned dive events and ac-
tivities, including our February 20th Anacapa/Santa Cruz boat dive. Get the latest in-
formation on our 2016 Warm Water Dive Vacation. Catch up with old friends, meet 
new members, and enjoy our delicious meeting refreshments and friendly member 
fellowship.  Join our LABUE Meetup Group dive community at www.Meetup.com/
LABUEDIVERS/ to stay up-to-date on 2016 LABUE dives and activities. 

IT’S TIME FOR SOME WINTER DIVING! 
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and dancing, a Hawaiian Luau, and 
“Silver Anniversary Awards Gala”. In 

addition to special recognition and 

watches awarded to NABS founders 
Dr. Jose Jones and Ric Powell, recog-

nition was also given to our own 
LaVerne McField for her participation 

on the Summit committee and Sone 
Seere Wilson for her service as an Aq-

ua Corps safety 

diver during the 
Summit.  

   Morning and 
afternoon 2-tank 

dives were of-

fered to an ex-
cellent selection 

of diverse dive 
sites, including 

Maui sites such 
as the Molokini 

Crater, and dive sites on the islands of 

Lanai and Molokai. 
   As part of the Summit, I participated 

in a scheduled NABS President’s Meet-
ing where NABS club leaders were 

Continued on page 3 

NABS clubs at the Kaanapali Beach 
Hotel in Maui. Kathy and I, along 

with our son Richard Jr. and his wife 

Manith joined LABUE members Pam 
and LaVerne McField, Brenda Kitchen 

and Miles Maxey, James Wiley and 
Cheryl Brock, Greer Geiger, Sone 

Seere Wilson, and Dangil Jones for 
the week in Maui. It was also a 

pleasure to 

hang out with 
LABUE friends 

and supporters 
NABS Presi-

dent Jeff 

Dooley and 
NABS Secre-

tary Francine 
Whittington, 

and former 
LABUE mem-

ber Ruth Cauthen. 

   The NABS Summit featured a week 
of excellent diving, island touring, 

educational symposiums, community 
service projects; and NABS social 

activities including themed parties 

   LABUE celebrated the National Asso-

ciation of Black Scuba Divers 25th An-
nual Summit in Maui, Hawaii, Novem-

ber 7-14th.  
   Although I have been a NABS mem-

ber for many years, this was my first 

NABS Summit.  I was more than im-
pressed by a well organized week of 

fun activities and great diving with 
members of NABS clubs from across 

the nation. LABUE was well represent-
ed; joining 135 members of other 

EXPERIENCE LABUE’s “Best of the 
Caribbean” DIVE + ROYAL CARIB-

BEAN CRUISE VACATION PHOTOS 

NOW ON SHUTTERFLY 
 

LABUE members and friends are invit-

ed to check out photos and videos 

from our 2015 “Best of the Caribbean” 
Warm Water Dive Vacation and Royal 

Caribbean International Cruise  com-
bining a luxurious cruise ship vacation 

with diving the best sites at each of 

the ship’s five ports of call including 
St. Croix (USVI), St. Maarten, Antigua, 

St. Lucia, and Barbados. Enjoy photos 
and videos from the trip shared by trip 

participants on Shutterfly: https://
labuediveroyalcaribbe-

ancruise.shutterfly.com/. 

with your payment and receive $10 
in LABUE Bucks if you renew before 

March 30th.  You can mail payment 

to LABUE at PO Box 90069, Los An-
geles CA 90009 or you can pay by 

PayPal using our ID pay-
pal_membership@labue.org. 

   If you received a 2016 Membership 
Gift Certificate at the LABUE Holiday 

Dinner held at the Brownstone Bistro 

in December, remember to return it 
along with your updated Membership 

Application by February 28th to re-
ceive credit for your 2016 dues. 

   You are invited to join our LABUE 

Meetup Group at www.meetup.com/
LABUEDIVERS to make sure you are 

kept up to date on our 2016 dives 
and activities. 

   Feel free to contact me at (323) 
299-3798 if you have any questions 

or need additional information on our 

upcoming events. 

It's time to renew your LABUE Mem-

bership for 2016.  We look forward to 
seeing you for another exciting year of 

LABUE events and activities including: 
 Our informative and entertaining 

monthly club meetings held on the 

second Tuesday of each month at 

the Natural History Museum at Ex-
position Park in Los Angeles. 

 Regularly scheduled local beach 

and boat dives 
 Warm water SCUBA diving vaca-

tions. 
 Community activities and events 

including Catalina Chamber Even-

ing, Scuba Show, Coastal Cleanup 
Day and Be the One Run. 

 LABUE Getaways including our Cat-

alina Island Dive Weekend and Di-

-Camping Weekend 
    

   Complete the attached 2016 Mem-
bership Application and return it to us 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Continued from page 2 

able to share ideas and discuss criti-
cal issues. Once again, the primary 

issue of passionate discussion was 

how best to address the aging demo-

graphic of NABS clubs and the chal-

lenges of recruiting younger mem-

bers.  
   The Summit also provided me with 

an opportunity to gain some insight 
into a vibrant African American scuba 

diving scene that existed in Los An-
geles during the 1980’s (well before 

LABUE) as James Wiley reminisced 

with his old friend and, former LA 
resident, Ric Powell. Both were in-

structors and active members of the 
Sub Pacific African American scuba 

diving club, along with NABS member 

Carlyn Cole who also attended the 
Summit. They all spoke of dozens of 

active Black divers and dive instruc-
tors participating in LA County ADP 

and UICC scuba training programs; 

as well as, dive certification classes 
conducted in public swimming pools 

in south central Los Angeles. Kathy 
and I also had the pleasure of joining 

James and Cheryl at a dinner meet-
ing in Lahaina with Ron Redwell.  

Ron was also an active African Amer-

ican scuba instructor and Sub Pacific 

member during this period in LA.  He 

moved to Maui over 20 years ago 
with his family and works for Lahaina 

Divers as an instructor and dive 

equipment service technician. I hope 

to explore this interesting history fur-
ther and share it with you in future 

issues of the LABUE News. 
   As your Board of Directors continues 

to work on 2016’s dive activities and 

events, we welcome your recommen-
dations and suggestions. We also 

need your continued help to maintain 
LABUE as one of the premier SCUBA 

diving clubs in Southern California.  In 
addition to sharing the sport of SCUBA 

diving with others, we need help on all 

of our standing committees and your 
participation is the best way for you to 

have a direct impact on the current 
and future direction and success of 

the club.  A list of the LABUE Commit-

tees and Chairperson Contact infor-
mation is included in each LABUE 

News issue.  In addition, LABUE News 

Editor Debora Ewing is always looking 
for interesting stories and informative 

articles for publication in the LABUE 
News. You are invited to share your 

stories, knowledge, and experiences 

with us at labue@sbcglobal.net.  We 
encourage you to support your dedi-

cated LABUE Officers and Board of 
Directors with your active participation 

in LABUE.  
   If you are interested in lending your 

labor, experience, or organizational 

skills to LABUE on any of our commit-
tees, your participation would be more 

than welcomed.  If you would like to 
recommend an activity or event that 

would benefit the community, our 

members, or help fulfill our 2016 mis-
sion, please share your ideas it with 

me or one of the Board members.  We 
value your recommendations.  Give 

me a call or send me an email 
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your 

ideas and thoughts on how to make 

LABUE a better dive club and to let me 

know how you can help us in these 
efforts.  

SAVE THE DATES FOR 
2016’s DISCOVER SCUBA  
 

2016 Discover Scuba I & II have 
been scheduled for March 26th and 

July 30th at the Pacific Wilderness 
dive shop in San Pedro.  Get the 

word out to your friends, relatives, 

and co-workers that the public is in-
vited to participate in one of LABUE’s 

most popular activities, which is de-
signed to introduce adults and young 

people to the exciting sport of scuba 

diving.  Participants will learn about 
SCUBA during a brief classroom ses-

sion followed by an opportunity try 
out SCUBA equipment on an optional 

shallow dive in a swimming pool un-
der the close supervision of a dive 

instructor. Cost is only $20 per per-

son. For additional details and regis-
tration information, email LABUE at 

labue@sbcglobal.net or call George 
Linares at 661 729-6626.   



 

 

 

LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS 

 

 SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  

 
PURPOSE: In agreement with and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the Knowledge and En-

joyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Discover Scuba Program and Open 

Water I  SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships (Charles Heath 

Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship) are named for two long time 

club members who exemplified consistent dedication and support of LABUE, and love of the sport 

of SCUBA Diving. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS: 

  
Discover Scuba - Up to ten (10) LABUE Discover Scuba Program Scholarships may be awarded each year in the form 

of refund of  the paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and completion of a scheduled LABUE Discover Scuba 

class. 

 

Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (2) Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships may be awarded 

each year in the form of reimbursement of costs, up to $400, for successful completion of a recognized Open Water I 

SCUBA certification course offered by any qualified dive shop or SCUBA instructor. The scholarships also include a 

one year LABUE membership. 
 

AWARD ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible for the Discover Scuba Program scholarships include se-

lected members of the general public as determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. This may 

include individuals as well as members of organizations including schools, scouting programs, 

sports clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations, etc..  Those eli-

gible to apply for the Open Water I Certification scholarships include paid LABUE Members who 

are not SCUBA certified; and family members of paid LABUE Members (including spouses, chil-

dren, parents, siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of the general pub-

lic who have completed any recent or past LABUE Discover Scuba Program are also eligible. 
 

AWARD REQUIREMENTS:  Requirements for award of the Discover Scuba Program Scholar-

ships will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors.  Applicants for the Open Water I Certi-

fication Scholarships must have completed their Open Water I certification during the same calendar 

year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate their efforts to support LA-

BUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced by any of the following: 
 

Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities 

Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee 

Contribution of photos, articles, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News newsletter, LABUE website, LA-

BUE Facebook page, LABUE Blog, or other media. 

Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or other related marine topics includ-

ing biology, marine ecology, marine technology; or historical topics related to diving such as WWII wreck dive sites or 

the search for sunken slave ships. 

 

Applications for the Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships shall be submitted by Novem-

ber 1st of each year.   
 

SELECTION: Award of Discover Scuba Program scholarships will be determined by the LABUE 

Board of Directors in advance of each scheduled Discover Scuba Program date.  Review of Award 

Eligibility, compliance with Award Requirements for each Open Water I SCUBA Certification 

scholarship applicant, and award selection will be made by the LABUE Board of Directors before 

the date of the December LABUE General Membership Meeting each year.  

  



 

 

LABUE LENDING LIBRARY: DIVE VIDEOS & TRAVEL GUIDES 
 
LABUE members are invited to take advantage of our LABUE Lending Library including 
DVDs and dive destination travel guides.  Planning a dive vacation? Why spend money on an 
expensive dive travel video or travel guide when you can borrow one from the LABUE 
Lending Library? 
 
Our DVD Lending Library that includes a variety of educational and informative topics in-
cluding: 
 

 Underwater Navigation (PADI) 
 Wreck Diving (PADI) 
 Night Diving (PADI) 
 Dry Suit Diving (PADI) 
 Choosing and Using Dive Computers (Hammerhead Video) 
 Truk Lagoon (Dive Travel Video) 
 Palau (Sam’s Tour) 
 Lost Ships of Rome (Secrets of the Dead) 
 Slave Ship Mutiny (PBS) 
 The Guerrero Project  
 Diving Cozumel Mexico (Divescape Productions) 
 Dive Bonaire (Nutaaq Media) 
 

Dive Travel Guides available in the LABUE Lending Library include: 
 Complete Guide to Diving & Snorkeling Aruba, Bonaire,& Curacao 
 Diving & Snorkeling Baja California 
 Diving & Snorkeling Fiji 
 Underwater Indonesia 
 Diving & Snorkeling Cozumel 
 Hawaii Below 
 Diving & Snorkeling Guide to Curacao 
 Diving & Snorkeling Belize 
 Diving & Snorkeling Cayman Islands 
 Diving the British Virgin Islands 
 Diving Guide to the Balearic Islands, Spain 
 

LABUE members are invited to and encouraged to submit a list of those dive DVDs and 
Travel Guides you may own and wouldn’t mind sharing with your fellow members.  We will 
include them on our list of available materials.  If you are interested in borrowing any of  
the materials in LABUE’s Lending Library or sharing dive DVDs or related educational 
materials that you may own with other LABUE members, contact us at labue@sbcglobal.net. 

  

mailto:labue@sbcglobal.net


 

 

Meetings 

The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 

Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

 $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

 $30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 

(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Daphne King 
(323) 819-8456 
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 

download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 

our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2016 
February 9, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 
February 20, 2016 -- Boat Dive, Anacapa/Santa Cruz Island, Ventura, CA  

February 23, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

March 8, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 
March 22, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

March 26, 2016 -- Discover Scuba I - Pacific Wilderness Dive Shop 
July 30, 2016 -- Discover Scuba II - Pacific Wilderness Dive Shop 
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COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)  
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive  
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events & Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

 
Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 

NEW MEETING LOCATION! 
Due to construction in the museum, we 
will be meeting in the Education Class-

room on the 2nd floor.  See the attached 
map for directions from the parking lot. 

 

- Members should park at the bottom of 
the ramp leading to our below ground lev-

el of the car park.  
- There is a green wall at the bottom of 

the ramp.  On the right side of the wall is 

a door.  Go through the door.  The outside 
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.  

- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the 
glass entrance pavilion on the ground lev-

el, and turn right at the far edge of the 
pavilion.  There is a ground level door go-

ing into the museum. Go in. 

- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.  
Take either one to the 2nd floor. 

- Turn right after you get out of the eleva-
tor. 

- Turn right at the T-intersection.  The 

Dino lab is on the left. 
- Go through the double doors into the 

Education department and walk straight 
ahead. 

- The door to the Education Classroom will 

be on your left. 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year 2016 

 
General Information: 
Name:         Birthdate:    
Address:             
City:       State:   Zip:    
Day Phone:     Evening Phone:      
Fax:      Referred By:       
E-Mail:              
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        
 
Certification Information: 
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________  

Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐  Beach ☐  Boat ☐ 

 
Certification Agency:        
 
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives    ☐ Boat Dives  ☐ Warm Water Dives  
 

Membership Category: 

Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $45.00 ☐ for Family Membership  ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual  $450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family  

 
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 
 
WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black 
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I will 
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scu-
ba diving and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application 
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property 
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also 
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from 
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I 
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as 
is permitted by the laws of the State of California.  I have carefully read this release and fully 
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its 
significance.  
 
 
Signature:     Date:      


