
 

 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH  

Join us on Tuesday, February 10th for our General Membership meeting featuring anoth-
er fun and informative program. You won’t want to miss updates on upcoming LABUE 

events and activities including the Avalon Harbor Cleanup, Chamber Evening at the 

Aquarium of the Pacific, and our exciting Warm Water Dive Vacation/Royal Caribbean 
Cruise.  Don’t miss this fun meeting. Catch up with old friends and meet new members.  

We will be offering some delicious meeting refreshments and door prizes, and friendly 
member fellowship, along with LABUE updates on our planned winter dive activities.  
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Member's Corner:  Diving Shaw’s Cove  
BY DEBORA EWING  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY: RICHARD RICE 
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It’s rare that the ocean in Southern 
California resembles a lagoon.  On 

Friday, January 2, 2015 Bryant 

Turner, James Darling, Emilio Vega 
and myself dove Shaws’ Cove in La-

guna.  The visibility was at least 35 
feet and there was absolutely no surf!  

Not even toe lickers.  The kelp was 
healthy and the sea life was in abun-

dance.  I can’t recall ever seeing as 

many fish at Shaws at one time as I 
saw on this dive.  I didn’t even have 

to feed them, they were everywhere!  
By diving on a Friday, there was lots 

of parking as well and not many di-

vers kicking up the ocean floor.  I 
parked just across the street from the 

stairway that led to the dive site.  It 
just doesn’t get any better than that. 

The weather was picture perfect as 
well.  My two year old grandson, 

Eden, really enjoyed the tide pools 

wrecks, and colorful sea life. However, 
the highlight of the trip was diving the 

underwater Sculpture Park in Grenada. 

The Grenada Underwater Sculpture 
Park was created in 2006 and is the 

world’s first. It is located in Moliniere 
Bay, just north of the island’s capital 

of St. Georges. This location was cho-
sen because its reef had sustained 

significant damage during Hurricane 

Ivan in 2004. The sculptures are 
spread over an area 8,611 square feet 

act as an artificial reef and have at-
tracted an abundance of sea life help-

ing to restore life 

to the hurricane 
damaged reef. 

The gallery has 
been designated 

as a marine pro-
tected area and 

contains almost 70 

sculptures from a 
variety of artists. 

All of the sculp-
tures are situated at a maximum 

depth of 40 feet or less. It is listed by 

National Geographic as one of the top 
Continued on page 3 

foot bareboat charter on an exciting 
Water Babies Sailing Club 

(www.wbsc.org) sailboat voyage to 

the Caribbean islands of Grenada, 
Carriacou, and Petite St Vincent.  

Among our crewmembers were LA-
BUE members Symphorosa Wil-
liams, Tina Houston, LABUE 
Meetups Group member Paula 
Weathersby, and former LABUE 

members Sylvia Williams and Bill 
Nelson.  

   The crews of the two sailboats in 

our flotilla enjoyed 9 days of sailing 
the beautiful 

clear waters of 

these islands 
enjoying pictur-

esque towns and 
settlements, and 

their friendly 
inhabitants.  

Symphorosa was 

responsible for 
researching and 

arranging our SCUBA diving activities 
during the trip and we enjoyed dive 

sites on Grenada and Carriacou, fea-

turing the usual tropical coral, 

  SCUBA Diving Underwater 

Sculpture Parks?  I have previously 

written about LABUE member’s partici-
pation and enjoyment of exciting per-

sonal adventure travel vacations, in 
addition to our LABUE sponsored an-

nual Warm Water Dive Vacations and 

NABS Dive Summits.  LABUE members 
have some amazing travel experienc-

es, with thrilling stories to tell, places 
to describe, and photographs to share.  

I recently shared such an experience 
with some of our LABUE members. 

November 2014, I was captain of a 44 

and playing in the sand with his mom 
and her friend.  Of course after the 

dive we all enjoyed lunch together at 

Ruby’s Diner.  When we get together, 
the dive isn’t complete until we’ve 

dined together.  
 

 

Save the date for 2015 
Chamber Day/Evening 
events taking place on 
Wednesday May 6th.   
 
LABUE will again 

be sponsoring a 
table for Cham-

ber Evening be-
ing held at the 

Aquarium of the 

Pacific in Long 
Beach from 7pm 

to 10:30pm.  This exciting evening 
features a fully catered dinner as well 

as access to all of the aquarium’s ex-

hibits and attractions.  Thousands of 
dollars in valuable door prizes will be 

raffled off including regulators, dive 
computers, buoyancy compensators, 

cameras, wet suits, mask & fins, and 
other dive related gear.  In addition 

to the Chamber Evening event at the 

Aquarium of the Pacific, So Cal’s fin-
est dive boats donate their services 

for the day for those who wish to 
support the Chamber and enjoy some 

diving. Your participation in any or all 

of the facets of Chamber Day/Evening 
will help to ensure our Chamber’s fu-

ture.  Support the Catalina Hyperbaric 
Chamber!  Contact us at la-

bue@sbcglobal.net for ticket infor-
mation.  

mailto:labue@sbcglobal.net
mailto:labue@sbcglobal.net
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Continued from page 2 

25 “wonders of the world”.   
   We sailed north from St. Georges 

and anchored in Dragon Bay. We 

dinghyed over to the adjacent to 
Moliniere Bay and entered the clear 

82 degree water. We began our de-

scent to the bottom and slowly the 

spectacular and eerie figures began 
to appear. The best known is artist 

Jason deCaires Taylor’s 
“Vicissitudes”, composed of 

a ring of 26 children created 

from life-casts of local chil-
dren of diverse ethnic back-

grounds.  The sculptures 
are continuously trans-

formed by growth of corals, 

sponges, and algae symbol-
izing how children grow and 

adapt to their environments 
throughout their lifetimes.  

  Taylor’s, “The Lost Corre-
spondent”, features a man sitting at 

a desk examining newspaper clip-

pings from the Cuban revolution. 
Local artist Troy Lewis’, “Christ of the 

Deep” was truly inspiring. This was 
one of the most unique and beautiful 

dive sites we have ever experienced. 

You can take an underwater video 
tour at:  https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=UlqOXMWiScU 
   LABUE News Editor Debora Ewing 

is always looking for interesting sto-
ries and informative articles for publi-

cation in the LABUE News. You are 

invited to share your experiences 
with us at labue@sbcglobal.net.  We 

encourage you to support your dedi-
cated LABUE Officers and Board of 

 CHECK OUT THE 
LABUE STORE 

 
Look great on the boat or 
beach with official LABUE 
apparel including T-shirts, 
Polo Shirts, and Baseball 
Caps.  
T-shirts and Baseball 
Caps are in stock and are 
available in most sizes at 
$20 each.   Check out the 
L A B U E  S t o r e  a t 
www.labue.org to place 
your order, or you may  
purchase items at the 
monthly membership 
meeting. 

~~~ 

Above long and short sleeve 

t-shirts have the same 
front/back design layout!  

Our hats and polo shirts are  

beautifully embroidered! 

Directors with your active participa-
tion in LABUE. If you are interested in 

lending your labor, experience, or 

organizational skills to LABUE on any 
of our committees, your participation 

would be more than welcomed.  If 
you would like to recom-

mend an activity or event 
that would benefit the 

community, our mem-

bers, or help fulfill our 
2015 mission, please 

share your ideas it with 
me or one of the Board 

members.  We value your 

recommendations.  Give 
me a call or send me an 

email 
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to 

share your ideas and 
thoughts on how to make 

LABUE a better dive club and to let 

me know how you can help us in 
these efforts. 

BOAT DIVING? 
If you decide to sign up for a boat 
dive and you want a LABUE dive bud-

dy, please contact DonCosta Seawell 

a t  9 0 9 - 5 9 3 - 1 8 7 7  o r  d o n -
costa1@msn.com with your trip de-

tails and he will convey that infor-
mation to the club so that anyone 

who desires to join you will be aware. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlqOXMWiScU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlqOXMWiScU
mailto:labue@sbcglobal.net
http://www.labue.org
mailto:ricere2004@yahoo.com
mailto:doncosta1@msn.com
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AVALON HARBOR UNDERWATER CLEANUP 
 

JOIN LABUE AT THE AVALON 
HARBOR UNDERWATER CLEAN-

UP FEBRUARY 21st 

   The 34th Annual Avalon Harbor 
Underwater Cleanup will be held on 

Saturday, February 21, 2015.  This 
event provides the unique opportuni-

ty to dive in Avalon Harbor to search 
for and remove accumulated trash 

and debris. Avalon Harbor is normally 

off-limits to divers and the Avalon 
Harbor Department permits diving 

there only one day per year for this 
special event.  The Avalon Harbor 

Underwater Cleanup attracts over 

400 divers and other volunteers from 
California and other states and coun-

tries to participate in this event and a 
chance to win prizes and awards giv-

en out at the afternoon Awards Cere-
mony at the Wrigley Stage in down-

town Avalon.  The proceeds from this 

event benefit the Catalina Conserv-
ancy’s Ocean Conservation projects 

and the Catalina Hyperbaric Cham-
ber.  LABUE has participated in this 

fun event in the past and is planning 

to participate as a team in this worth-
while event.  All participants will re-

ceive a T-shirt and will be eligible for 
special door prize drawings.  Regis-

tration is $50 per diver, $25 per non-
diver.  Contact LABUE Beach Dive 

Committee chairman Joe Windolph 

(joseph.windolph@gmail.com) for 
additional details.   

KEEP UP ON MEETUP 
For the best way to keep up with LA-
BUE throughout 2015, join us on 

Meetup. By joining our Meetup 
Group, you will be kept up to date on 

the latest scheduled LABUE activities 

and events including beach dives, 
boat dives, membership meetings, 

community events, and social events. 
All you need to do is go to 

www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/  

and join our group.  Don’t be left out, 
join us today on Meetup. 

It’s time to renew your LABUE 

Membership for 2015.  You may 
have already received your annual 

LABUE Membership Renewal Invoice 
by email.  Just complete the attached 

Membership Application, or you may 

complete the Membership Application 
included in each LABUE News news-

letter and forward it to us at LABUE, 
PO Box 90069, LA 90009, along with 

your annual dues of $30 ($45 for 
Family Memberships). Renew by 

March 30th and receive $10 in LABUE 

Bucks.  Join us for another exciting 
year with LABUE.  

LABUE SCUBA Scholarships Avail-
able for 2015   
In support of our club mission to Ex-
pand the Knowledge and Enjoyment 
of SCUBA Diving in our community, 

LABUE will again be offering Open 

Water I SCUBA Certification scholar-
ships during 2015. LABUE’s SCUBA 

Scholarship Program was introduced 
in 2014 and awards the Charles 

Heath Memorial Scholarship and 
Artie Williams Memorial Scholar-
ship which pay the costs for Open 

Water I SCUBA certification for those 
who are selected. Contact la-

bue@sbcglobal.net if you know some-
one who may be interested in apply-

ing. 

NEW MEETING LOCATION! 
Due to construction in the museum, 
we will be meeting in the Education 

Classroom on the 2nd floor.  See the 
attached map for directions from the 

parking lot. 

 
- Members should park at the bottom 

of the ramp leading to our below 
ground level of the car park.  

- There is a green wall at the bottom 

of the ramp.  On the right side of the 
wall is a door.  Go 

through the door.  
The outside area of 

our cafeteria will 
be on the right.  

- Continue straight 

ahead. Walk by the 
glass entrance pa-

vilion on the 
ground level, and 

turn right at the far 

edge of the pavil-
ion.  There is a 

ground level door 
going into the mu-

seum. Go in. 

- The hallway has 

2 elevators on the left.  Take either 

one to the 2nd floor. 
- Turn right after you get out of the 

elevator. 
- Turn right at the T-intersection.  

The Dino lab is on the left. 

- Go through the double doors into 
the Education department and walk 

straight ahead. 
- The door to the Education Class-

room will be on your left. 

http://www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
mailto:labue@sbcglobal.net
mailto:labue@sbcglobal.net
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The Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) is pleased to announce our 2015 Warm Water Dive Vacation aboard 
the Royal Caribbean International cruise line’s Adventure of the Seas from October 17 through October 24, 2015. De-
parting on October 17th from San Juan, Puerto Rico, the dive destinations and ports of call include St. Croix (USVI), St. 
Maarten, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Barbados; returning to San Juan Puerto Rico on October 24th.  The trip is open to divers 
and non-divers with cruise ship accommodations for single, double, triple or quad occupancy staterooms.   

Royal Caribbean extended the following special discounted per person rates  for those who register before January 31, 
2015 (Contact LABUE Trip Coordinator, Randy Tillery at Rtillry@gmail.com for pricing for trip registrations made after Janu-
ary 31st ): $630 for Interior Cabins; $780 for Ocean View Cabins; $930 for Balcony Cabins; and $1400 for  Junior Suites. 
Rates for cabins accommodating more than two people are available upon request. The rates include all meals and enter-
tainment, applicable port charges, taxes, and fees. The trip deposit amount is $500 per person and is due along with the 
trip registration forms to confirm your spot. Final payments are due no later than June 30, 2015. Airfare is not included in 
these prices and each participant will have to arrange his/her round trip airfare individually. 
 
A dive package is available featuring world class diving including some of the best dive sites in the Caribbean such as Car-
lisle Bay Marine Reserve (Barbados), The Pitons (St. Lucia), and Buck Island Marine Reserve (St. Croix), just to name a few. 
The diving package price is $600 per person and includes two tank dives in each of the five ports of call.  Additional dives 
are optional and may be arranged at additional cost.   

For more information, contact Randy Tillery at Rtillry@gmail.com . Deposits, payments and/or correspondence, including 
Registration forms, may be mailed to LABUE, PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009. 

 

         

LABUE’s “Best of the Caribbean” 

Warm Water Dive Vacation 

Royal Caribbean International Cruise 
October 17, 2015 through October 24, 2015 

mailto:Rtillry@gmail.com
mailto:Rtillry@gmail.com
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 

Directions 
The Natural History Museum is located in 

Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boule-

vard between Vermont Avenue and 
Figueroa Street. 

 
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take 

the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and 
head west towards Vermont Avenue.  

Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.  

Make a left into Exposition Park  
Lot 3. 

 
Please visit the Museum website for more 

information at www.nhm.org. 

Meetings 

The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 

Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

 $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

 $30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 

(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 

download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 

our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2015 
 

February 10, 2015 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 

February 21, 2015 -- Avalon Underwater Clean-up 
February 24, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting 

March 10, 2015 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 

March 24, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting 
May 6, 2015 -- Chamber Day/ Evening 

October 17-24, 2015 -- LABUE Caribbean Cruise  
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Parking Lot - East side of  

Bill Robertson Lane  
 

Entrance at South West corner of the 
building.  Look for the security guard 

shed behind covered chain-link fence. 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive               
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events & Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

 
Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year 2015 

 
General Information: 
Name:         Birthdate:    
Address:             
City:       State:   Zip:    
Day Phone:     Evening Phone:      
Fax:      Referred By:       
E-Mail:              
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        
 
Certification Information: 
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________  

Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐  Beach ☐  Boat ☐ 

 
Certification Agency(s):  
            
            
 
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives  ☐ Boat Dives     ☐ Warm Water Dives  
 

Membership Category: 

Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $45.00 ☐ for Family Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual $450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family  

 
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or 
“LABUE” 
 
WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black 
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I 
will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks 
of scuba diving and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this 
application and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, 
death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE 
activities.  I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members 
and officers from any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in 
LABUE activities.  I further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as 
broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of California.  I have carefully 
read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will 
and with full knowledge of its significance.  
 
 
Signature:     Date:      


