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2014 IS HERE – START THE YEAR OFF RIGHT!
Join us on Tuesday February 11th at the Natural History Museum for another interesting
and informative meeting program. Learn more about our exciting 2014 warm water dive
vacation destinations of Palau and Truk. We will also be announcing the winners of our
annual LABUE Photo Contest, as well as providing details on the upcoming Avalon Harbor
Cleanup and Chamber Evening events. Join us for this important LABUE meeting. Bring
a friend and enjoy some great refreshments and door prizes with your LABUE SCUBA
family.
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SLAVES MAKE WAVES
BY STEPHEN SCRUGGS

Divers Alert Network’s monthly
magazine (DAN Magazine) recently
ran a story about an award winning
essay (2005 Louis Pelzer Memorial
Award) written by Dr. Kevin Dawson,
an assistant professor of African
American history at UNLV. The essay
is entitled “Swimming, Surfing and
Underwater Diving in Early Modern
Atlantic Africa and the African Diaspora”. This essay considers the swimming, surfing and underwater diving
skills of Atlantic Africans (the regions
of Africa oriented towards the Atlantic
world). First, the essay compares the
swimming abilities and techniques of
Africans and Westerners to demonstrate that people of African descent
were stronger swimmers than westerners. Next the essay considers how
Africans incorporated swimming, underwater diving and surfing into their

work and recreational activities. It
reviews some of the ways that New
World slaveholders exploited slaves’
African-derived swimming skills in
several lucrative capacities. Finally,
the essay considers how people of
both European and African descent
have racialized swimming.
What makes this essay so powerful
is the way Dr. Dawson cites multiple
historical quotes from respected publications, historical records and national statesmen to support his hypothesis. For example, there are several accounts of historians asserting
that the dogpaddle and a form of the
breast stroke were the “ideal forms of
swimming” as accepted by literate
nobility and gentry in sixteenth century Europe. Conversely, coastal and
interior West Africans used variants
of the freestyle as was recorded by

many western travelers as early as
1606. This ‘free style’ of swimming
was viewed as a natural instinctive
form of swimming which required no
logic or reasoning. In Notes on the
State of Virginia written in the 1780’s,
Thomas Jefferson surmised that since
whites did not believe that people of
African descent were capable of logic
or reason, they implied that animallike instincts enabled blacks to swim
naturally (free style). It was not until
after the United States tryouts for the
1912 Olympics that most westerners
apparently began using the freestyle,
even though Blacks, Asians and Native Americans had demonstrated its
speed and strength to them for centuries. In fact, swimming was a coveted skill sought after by many slave
owners in coastal regions of the

Recognizing that our members are
very active people and may sometimes forget to renew their annual
membership, we have continued our
program to annually contact our
members in January to make them
aware of upcoming LABUE activities
and benefits, and provide them with
a membership dues invoice as a reminder to renew. For those members fortunate enough to have purchased tickets for our 2013 Holiday
Dinner last December, don’t forget to
submit your updated Membership
Application and LABUE Membership
Gift Certificate good for your 2014
membership dues.
Over the last few years, the Board
has been successful in organizing
activities and events that provide our
active members with club benefits
with a value in excess of their modest $30 annual membership dues.
These club benefits will continue to
include discounts on LABUE dive vacations, boat dives, and events such
as Chamber Evening. Our monthly
membership meetings at the Natural
History Museum will continue to fea-

ture a variety interesting educational
and informative topics, door prizes,
contests, celebrations, as well as delicious meeting refreshments. We are
planning again host another successful
Holiday Dinner in December with thousands given away in valuable door
prizes and special LABUE member
perks.
Last year we faced some challenges
with scheduling our popular Discover
SCUBA program and we only completed one well attended session in
2013. We are working on a plan to
resume a confirmed schedule of expanded Discover Scuba events for
2014. The Board recognizes that this
is the best way for LABUE to expand
the knowledge and enjoyment of
SCUBA Diving in our communities and
grow our future membership.
2014 is an election year for LABUE, with LABUE Officer and LABUE
Board of Directors positions to be determined next Fall. If you are interested in determining the direction and
future growth of LABUE, I invite you to
seriously consider running for an

Continued on page 3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
BY: RICHARD RICE

Meeting the challenges of 2014
will be the focus of the LABUE
Board.
As I mentioned in last
month’s issue of the LABUE News, a
critical goal of the LABUE Board will be
increasing our membership and developing club leadership to ensure our
continued growth and success into the
future. This year we will be increasing
our focus on establishing a greater
presence in the community and on the
recruitment of new members.

Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from Page 2

officer or board position during next
Fall’s elections. If you are interested
in lending your labor, experience, or
organizational skills to LABUE on any
of our committees, your participation would be more than welcomed.
If you would like to recommend an
activity or event that would benefit
the community, our members, or
help fulfill our 2014 mission, please
share your ideas it with me or one
of the Board members. We value
your recommendations. Give me a
call or send me an email
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your
ideas and thoughts on how to make
LABUE a better dive club and to let
me know how you can help us in
these efforts.

SLAVES MAKE WAVES
Continued from Page 2

Americas.
The essay goes on to point out
that having learned to swim early,
many coastal and interior West African men and women incorporated
swimming into their recreational and
work activities. Their swimming abilities were so strong that independent
of Polynesian influence, they invented surfing. Africans in Senegal,
Ivory Coast, Ghana, Gabon, and possibly the Congo-Angola region
surfed. On November 16, 1834,
while in Accra, Ghana, James Edward
Alexander wrote that “from the
beach, meanwhile, might be seen
boys swimming into the sea, with
light boards under their stomachs.
They waited for a surf; and came
rolling like a cloud on top of it.”
View the essay at: http://
history.unlv.edu/faculty/dawson/
Enslaved%20Swimmers%20&%
20Divers.pdf
Dr. Kevin Dawson is currently working on a book titled Enslaved Water-

men in the Atlantic World, 14441888, which considers how slaves
transmitted African maritime skills to
the Americas and how they shaped
the social, cultural and economic
development of the Americas.

33RD ANNUAL AVALON
UNDERWATER CLEANUP
FEBRUARY 22ND

It’s not too late to sign up for the
33rd Annual Avalon Underwater
Cleanup to be held February 22nd at
Catalina Island. This annual event
organized by the Catalina Conservancy provides the opportunity for
the Southern California dive community to clean the sea floor of Avalon
Harbor, which is the only time diving
is permitted in the harbor. Revenue
from this event supports the Catalina
Hyperbaric Chamber as well as the
Catalina Conservancy’s conservation
and educational efforts. This is a fun
event that LABUE has supported in
the past. It provides a great dive
opportunity with the chance to win
valuable prizes for unusual items recovered from the sea floor. Certified
divers can participate in the dives
and other cleanup related activities
are available for non-divers. You can
register
by
visiting
the
www.Catalinaconservancy.org website or phoning (310) 510-1445.

LABUE Be’s the One To Run
In Long Beach

BY RANDY TILLERY
Saturday November 16th, LABUE
members, family, and friends joined
“Team LABUE” to participate in the
Be The One Run event in Long
Beach in memory of longtime LABUE
member Charles Heath. The goal of
this annual event is to raise money
and encourage donors supporting
the Be The Match Registry, uniting
communities nationwide to help
match volunteer blood marrow donors to patients with diseases like
leukemia, lymphoma, and sickle cell.
LABUE and team captain Randy
Tillery would like to thank its team
members DonCosta Seawell, Richard
& Kathy Rice, Pat Williams, Johnnie
Davis, Kim & Sydney Fuller-Heath,
Joy Fuller (Kim's sister), and Charles’
mother Emily for their participation
and monetary donations. A special
thanks to DonCosta, Richard, Symphorosa Williams, and Debora Ewing
for their very generous donations. As
a result of everyone's efforts, LABUE raised nearly $1300. Special
congratulations go to Johnnie Davis
for finishing 1st Place in her age
class in the 5k run/walk and little
Sydney Heath (Kim and Charles'
daughter) for finishing second in the
“Tot Trot" for children ages five and
younger.
Everyone enjoyed this
great event and LABUE plans to participate again this year. If you are
interested in learning more about Be
The Match or contributing to this
worthwhile organization, go to the
Be The Match Registry website
(www.marrow.org).
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BY TYRIE BIVINGS

The Fantasy Island Resort, Roatan
Honduras was the gathering place
for the National Association of Black
Scuba Divers 23rd Annual Summit on
November 9 – 16, 2013.
The 2013 NABS Summit
was the first time that the
organization planned a seven
day event (Saturday to Saturday versus Wednesday to
Sunday) and the first time
NABS held its annual summit
on the island of Roatan. Over
160 NABS members and nonmembers spent the entire
week scuba diving, training,
relaxing, golfing, shopping
and volunteering personal
time to support local residents.
The island of Roatan has a diverse
culture where the islanders have
ancestral origins from eight separate
cultures (English, Spanish, Mayan
Indians, Garifuna –mix of African
Black people with Caribbean and
Arawak Indian, Afro-Antillean, Spanish Honduran and North American).
Additionally Roatan was a place
where over 5,000 pirates lived and
ruled for many years.
Since this was a week-long dive
vacation, the majority of the summit
attendees were arriving on Saturday
at the Roatan International Airport. I
believe I was on one of the first aircraft to arrive in the early afternoon
Saturday. Once everyone passed
through customs and collected their

luggage, we were greeted inside the
air terminal by several Fantasy Island Staff members who were there
to direct us to our transportation
that would take us to the resort. As

you can imagine, the arrival of over
160 guest was an all day effort for
the resort staff as each passing hour
NABS members were starting to arrive.
As Saturday came to a close,
the majority of the summit
attendees were checked in
at the Fantasy Island Resort.
LABUE members who attended the 2013 NABS Summit were Pamela and
Laverne McField, Dangil
Jones, Sone-Seere' Wilson,
Stacy Wade and yours truly.
By the way, before I continue, I just want to say that
the 2013 NABS Summit committee did an excellent job
with the summit registration
process and coordinating the week
of activities. So with that being said,
the Saturday evening summit activities kicked off the week long schedule with a meet
and greet party,
food, music and a
beach performance by a local
African
dance
youth
group
around a beach
bonfire.
On
Sunday
morning the first
day of scuba diving, the Fantasy Island Dive Shop
Staff held a general meeting in the
resort lobby for all divers to explain
the safety rules and boating schedules. The week of scuba diving activities included three boat dives per
day, unlimited shore diving each day
and three one day boat diving trips
to the island of Utila. Also on the
week long schedule were dive training classes sponsored by NABS Aqua
Corp Dive Instructors that included
PADI certification classes for peak
performance buoyancy, underwater
navigation, equipment maintenance,
nitrox, scuba refresher and discover
scuba for non divers. Additionally, a
special training class offered by the

Roatan National Marine Park staff at
summit was a lion fish hunt certification. This special training class offered NABS divers a chance to learn
about the invasive of lion fish now
roaming the waters of the Roatan
National Marine Park. Several NABS
divers completed the one day class
and were certified to hunt lion fish in
the Honduras waters for the entire
week.
Each of the dive sites visited during the week were within an hour or
less form the resort except for the
three all day Utila trips. The dive
sites were mainly coral wall dives
with edges that overlooked very
deep ocean water. Some of the sites
did have swim-throughs and sunken
vessels where divers could experience various marine life such as lobster or crab. Additionally, divers
were also able to see various corals,
green moray eels, sea turtles, spotted eels, lion fish,
spotted
drum
fish,
banded
coral shrimp and
seahorses
selected locations.
Dive visibility at
the dive sites I
visited were easily 80 to 90 feet.
There was minimal current and
the weather was also warm (in the
80 degree range) however we did
have the occasional rain shower during the week. The dive boats used
for the week where very open with
plenty of space. All of the Fantasy
Island Dive Center staff was very
friendly and helpful throughout the
entire week. The same can be said
about the entire Fantasy Island Resort staff that was always ready to
help. Our meals (breakfast, lunch
and dinner) were prepared each day
by the resort staff in a buffet style
that was part of the all inclusive resort package.
Non-diving activities for the week
Continued on page 5
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NABS 2013 Annual Summit
Continued from page 4

focused on relaxing around the resort pool, morning yoga and community service/outreach. The NABS
Summit Committee planned and coordinated activities for members and
non-members who volunteered part
of their afternoon over a four day
period to help cook and serve food
to local residents at the Home
Kitchen in downtown Coxen Hole.
In addition to this effort, another
volunteer activity was offered during
the week called island outreach
where NABS members helped young
children fix up rooms at the local
church. The last community outreach activity planned by the NABS
Summit Committee involved donations of school supplies to a local
school.
As the week progressed, another
special activity occurred on Tuesday
which was Veteran’s Day. That evening during our dinner meal, NABS
recognized our veterans for their
outstanding service and dedication.
As I fast forward to Friday and all of
the prior days of scuba diving, socializing, and community outreach
were coming to a close. Everyone I
talked to had positive comments
about the week of activities and div-

ing. The final event of the week
was the NABS Awards Gala Dinner.
The theme of the evening was to
wear “all white” clothing. After dinner, came the awards program. The
awards given out were the following:
2013 NABS Club of the Year: Atlantic
Voyagers Scuba Club (AVSC), 2013
Diver of the Year: Kramer Wimberley
(AVSC), 2013 Community Service
Award, Priscilla Farr, Atlantic Rangers Scuba Club (ARSC), 2013 NABS
Hall of Fame: Donald Hudson, Cincinnati Underwater Explorers (CUE)
and Norman Berhannan (AVSC).
Another significant award presented
by NABS was a check for $1,000.00
to the staff of the Roatan National
Marine Park to help them with their
ongoing efforts to promote and preserve their marine park. Additionally, NABS announced the results of
a reef naming contest where summit
participants were ask to suggest a
name for a selected location in the
Roatan National Marine Park in
honor of NABS. Several names were
suggested but in the end, the winning name was “The NABS Reef”.
The last and final announcement of
the evening was the results of the
2013 NABS Elections. As you may

already know, Jeffery Dooley was
reelected as the NABS President for
a second two year term (2014 2016) along with kamu Sadiki (Vice
President), Francine Whittington
(Corresponding Secretary),
Dee
Mingo (Recording Secretary) and
Kevin Durham (Safety Officer). The
NABS Treasurer position is vacant
but by time you read this article the
vacant position should have been
filled by the NABS President.
By the way, there is one more
closing announcement that I need to
mention which is the location of the
week long NABS 2014 Summit will
be in Cozumel, Mexico. So please
check the NABS website for specific
details as they become available.

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta
Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone
who desires to join you will be
aware.

Message from the Editor:
Debora Ewing

Please take Photos and submit
them! The Newsletter Staff is in

need of new material. While enjoying LABUE’s annual warm water trip,
please remember to take photos and
submit a few of them to me at dewing@proskauer.com. Please keep in
mind that photos taken on this trip
can include topside subjects. I wish
everyone a very safe and enjoyable
trip!
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NEWSLETTER ADS

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
$15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
$20 for a half page ad (per month);
$30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and Figueroa Street.
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2014

February 11, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
February 22, 2014 -- Avalon Underwater Cleanup
February 25, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting
March 11, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
March 25, 2014 -- LABUE Board Meeting

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Keenon Adamson

Treasurer
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Dive Events & Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Parking Lot - East side of
Bill Robertson Lane
Entrance at South West corner of the
building. Look for the security guard
shed behind covered chain-link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
Day Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
Emergency Contact Name:

Birthdate:
State:
Evening Phone:
E-Mail:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified:
No. of Dives
Boat

Date of Last Dive:

Zip:

o Warm Water o Beach o

Agency Certification

Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives o Boat Dives o Warm Water Dives
Amount: $30.00 o Individual Membership o New o Renewal
$45.00 o Family Membership o New o Renewal
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual
$450.00 o Lifetime Family
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.

Signature:

Date:

