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It’s been a busy 2016.  As we close out this year, we look forward to our 25th Anniver-
sary in 2017 and another year of great diving and exciting club activities. As we did last 
year, we will not be holding a December General Membership since we just celebrated 
the Holidays at our Annual Holiday Dinner at the Brownstone Bistro last week. Our next 
General Membership Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 10, 2017 at the Natural 
History Museum.  Have a safe and enjoyable Holiday Season. 

DON’T MISS OUR NEXT LABUE MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING:  JANUARY 10, 2017 

Dedicated to Expanding the Knowledge and Enjoyment of Scuba Diving among African Americans 

 

Photographer:   Richard Rice 
Camera:          Sony RX100 II in a Nauticam Housing and Sea & Sea YS-D1 Strobe  
Subject:           Seahorse 
Location:         Saba 
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   We encourage you to support your 
dedicated LABUE Officers and Board of 
Directors with your active participation 
in LABUE. If you are interested in 
lending your labor, experience, or or-
ganizational skills to LABUE on any of 
our committees, your participation 
would be more than welcomed.  If you 
would like to recommend an activity or 
event that would benefit the commu-
nity, our members, or help fulfill our 
2017 mission, please share your ideas 
it with me or one of the Board mem-
bers. We value your recommenda-
tions.  Give me a call or send me an 
email (labue@sbcglobal.net) to share 
your ideas and thoughts on how to 
make LABUE a better dive club and to 
let me know how you can help us in 
these efforts. 

LABUE members enjoyed the 29th  
Annual SCUBA Show in Long 
Beach June 4 & 5th, featuring the 
latest in dive gear, photo & video 
exhibits, workshops, and dive travel.  
On September 17th we once again 
participated in International Coastal 
Cleanup Day, cleaning up the 
beach around the historic Santa Mon-
ica site once known as the Inkwell. 
Thanks to Joe Windolph and Daphne 
King for coordinating this event. 
   Our Dive-Camp Weekend took 
place October 7-9th at Leo Carrillo 
State Beach in Malibu. Campers and 
day visitors enjoyed another fun 
filled weekend of great food and fel-
lowship in a beautiful outdoor beach 
setting. Thanks to Randy Tillery for 
making this one of our most popular 
annual events. Be the Match 
Walk+Run was held on Novem-
ber 19th at Shoreline Aquatic Park in 
Long Beach. LABUE members again 
participated in this worthwhile cause 
to raise money and enhance public 
awareness of the need for bone mar-
row donors.  Thanks to Daphne King 
for coordinating this important event 
for LABUE. 
   Our Meetup site will continue to be 
the best way to keep up to date on 
our 2017 LABUE dive and club activi-
ties. Join us at www.Meetup.com/
LABUEDIVERS/.  In addition, our  
LABUE News newsletter, LABUE 
Website, www.labue.org, and our 
Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/LABUEDIVERS, 
will continue to provide members and 
supporters with interesting and in-
formative articles, beautiful photos, 
videos, and reports on our activities 
& events. 
   We do face some challenges for 
2017.  As our member age and be-
come less active divers and less ac-
tive in LABUE events and activities, 
we must devote our efforts to attract 
new divers to carry with LABUE’s 
mission. As we face the opportunities 
and challenges of 2017, my personal 
thanks to everyone who helped in 
making 2016 a success.  
 

It’s been a busy 2016.  As we 
close out this year, we look for-
ward to our 25th Anniversary in 
2017 and another year of great 
diving and exciting club activities.  
 
   We wound down 2016 this month 
by celebrating our seventh annual 
Holiday Dinner at the Brownstone 
Bistro with another enjoyable celebra-
tion of fellowship, delicious food, en-
tertainment, and holiday door prizes.  
In addition, LABUE members and 
guests enjoyed a display of photo-
graphs highlighting November’s LABUE 
Warm Water Dive Vacation to the 
beautiful Caribbean island of Saba. 
   At our March Member Appreciation 
Meeting we recognized LABUE 
members and promoted the benefits 
of LABUE membership.  Our efforts in 
2016 paid off, resulting in over 50 new 
and renewing members. Beginning 
this year, we started offering our pop-
ular Discover SCUBA I and Discover 
SCUBA II classes at no charge to 
promote the sport in our communities 
by introducing the public to the world 
of SCUBA.  Thanks to George and Bet-
tye Linares for continuing to coordi-
nate this important activity.  As a re-
sponsible member of the So Cal dive 
community, LABUE continued our sup-
port of Chamber Evening at the 
Aquarium of the Pacific on May 
4th, welcoming some of our Meetup 
group members at our table. Money 
raised during this event helps to sup-
port the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber. 

DIVER NEWS 
New and Renewing Members: 
Bob Dansby 
Starletta DuPois 
Christiana Baldwin 
 

~~~ 
Know of any member  

Certification announcements?   
Please notify Debora Ewing at  

dewing@proskauer.com 
~~~ 

BOAT DIVING? 
If you decide to sign up for a boat 
dive and you want a LABUE dive 
buddy, please contact DonCosta Sea-
well at 909-593-1877 or  
doncosta1@msn.com with your trip 
details and he will convey that infor-
mation to the club so that anyone 
who desires to join you will be 
aware. 

mailto:ricere2004@yahoo.com
http://www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
http://www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
http://www.labue.org
http://www.facebook.com/LABUEDIVERS
mailto:dewing@proskauer.com
mailto:doncosta1@msn.com
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Underwater Photos/Videos 
With Your iPhone 6 Plus/6s 
Plus – Xmas Stocking Stuffer 
   Turn your iPhone into an incredible 
underwater camera, ready to capture 
your awe-inspiring adventures! Trust-
ed by the world's best photographers 
and cinematographers, iSnap's devel-
opers have a rich, 40-year legacy in 
water imaging and underwater hous-
ings. This exceptionally rugged, pro-
fessional camera housing (not just a 
case) is built for the extreme abuses 
of water sports - easily withstands 
rocks, reefs, salt, sand and extreme 
pressure down to 195 feet! Injection 
molded polycarbonate clamshell case 
features gland seal technology and 
locking cam latch to ensure your 
phone stays bone dry yet easily acces-
sible. Conductive touchscreen buttons 
on crystal clear back facilitates phone 
interface while preserving smartphone 
functionality. Ergonomic grip keeps it 
securely in your hand - toggled wrist 
strap cinches for extra protection. 
Rubberized suspension grips "float" 
your iPhone inside the housing for 
maximum protection, and integrated 
universal tripod metal base facilitates 
various mounting options. Machined 
6061 aluminum lenses feature optical 
quality glass (flat and wide angle) - 
quickly switch (on land) with a few 
twists of the diamond knurled lens 
bezel. Free custom app optimizes both 
photo and video functions (rapid fire, 
GPS overlays) and makes sharing a 
breeze! Kit includes 2 removable large 
lenses; flat and wide angle. Mounting 
base features 3 standard ¼-20 
threaded tripod holes. Housing 
measures 8.5"L x 4.5"W x 2.0"D; 
weighs 1.25 lbs. 
 
Regular Price is $219.95…BUT 
WAIT! THERE IS A 25% LABUE 
DISCOUNT! 
LABUE News readers get 25% off from  
8/23/16 to 12/31/16.  Simply use pro-
mo code LABUE at checkout. Google 
their websites for more detailed infor-
mation. 

LABUE members are invited to take advantage of our LABUE Lending Library 
including DVDs and dive destination travel guides.  Planning a dive vacation?  
Why spend money on an expensive dive travel video or travel guide when 
you can borrow one from the LABUE Lending Library? 
 
Our DVD Lending Library that includes a variety of educational and 
informative topics including: 

 Underwater Navigation (PADI) 

 Wreck Diving (PADI) 

 Night Diving (PADI) 

 Dry Suit Diving (PADI) 

 Choosing and Using Dive Computers (Hammerhead Video) 

 Truk Lagoon (Dive Travel Video) 

 Palau (Sam’s Tour) 

 Lost Ships of Rome (Secrets of the Dead) 

 Slave Ship Mutiny (PBS) 

 The Guerrero Project  

 Diving Cozumel Mexico (Divescape Productions) 

 Dive Bonaire (Nutaaq Media) 

 White Wash (Trespass Productions) 

 
Dive & Travel Guides available in the LABUE Lending Library include: 

 Complete Guide to Diving & Snorkeling Aruba, Bonaire,& Curacao 

 Diving & Snorkeling Baja California 

 Diving & Snorkeling Fiji 

 Underwater Indonesia 

 Diving & Snorkeling Cozumel 

 Hawaii Below 

 Diving & Snorkeling Guide to Curacao 

 Diving & Snorkeling Belize 

 Diving & Snorkeling Cayman Islands 

 Diving the British Virgin Islands 

 Diving Guide to the Balearic Islands, Spain 

 Diving & Snorkeling Honduras’ Bay Islands 

 Fiji: Welcome to Our Islands 

 Lost Below (David Finnern) 

 Passage Through Deep Waters (David Finnern) 

 
LABUE members are invited to and encouraged to submit a list of those dive 
DVDs and Travel Guides you may own and wouldn’t mind sharing with your 
fellow members.  We will include them on our list of available materials.  If  
                 you are interested in borrowing any of the materials in 
   LABUE’s Lending Library or sharing dive DVDs or  
    related educational materials that you may  
     own with other LABUE members,  
      contact us at  
              labue@sbcglobal.net. 

LABUE LENDING LIBRARY: DIVE VIDEOS & TRAVEL GUIDES 
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CHECK OUT THE LABUE STORE 

Look great on the boat or beach with official LABUE apparel including  

T-shirts, Polo Shirts, and Baseball Caps.   T-shirts and Baseball Caps are in stock and are 

available in most sizes at $20 each.  Polo shirts are $30 each. Check out the LABUE 

Store at www.labue.org to place your  

order, or you may purchase items at the monthly membership meeting. 

http://www.labue.org


 

 

Meetings 
The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 
2nd floor Education Classroom at the Nat-
ural History Museum in Los Angeles. 

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

 $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

 $30 for a full page ad (per month). 
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 
(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Daphne King 
(323) 819-8456 
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2017 
 
January 10, 2017 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 
January 24, 2017 -- LABUE Board Meeting 
 

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS! 

From the LABUE Newsletter Staff 
 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)  
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive  
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events & Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

 
Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

Contact Us: 
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  
Email: info@labue.org  
Web Site: www.labue.org  
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NEW MEETING LOCATION! 
Due to construction in the museum, we 
will be meeting in the Education Class-
room on the 2nd floor.  See the attached 
map for directions from the parking lot. 
 
- Members should park at the bottom of 
the ramp leading to our below ground lev-
el of the car park.  
- There is a green wall at the bottom of 
the ramp.  On the right side of the wall is 
a door.  Go through the door.  The outside 
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.  
- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the 
glass entrance pavilion on the ground lev-
el, and turn right at the far edge of the 
pavilion.  There is a ground level door go-
ing into the museum. Go in. 
- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.  
Take either one to the 2nd floor. 
- Turn right after you get out of the eleva-
tor. 
- Turn right at the T-intersection.  The 
Dino lab is on the left. 
- Go through the double doors into the 
Education department and walk straight 
ahead. 
- The door to the Education Classroom will 
be on your left. 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year 2017 

 
General Information: 
Name:         Birthdate:    
Address:             
City:       State:   Zip:    
Day Phone:     Evening Phone:      
Fax:      Referred By:       
E-Mail:              
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        
 
Certification Information: 
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________  

Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐  Beach ☐  Boat ☐ 
 
Certification Agency:        
 
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives    ☐ Boat Dives  ☐ Warm Water Dives  
 

Membership Category: 

Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $45.00 ☐ for Family Membership  ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $300.00   ☐ for Lifetime Individual  $450.00   ☐ for Lifetime Family  
 
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 
 
WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black 
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I will 
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scu-
ba diving and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application 
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property 
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also 
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from 
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I 
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as 
is permitted by the laws of the State of California.  I have carefully read this release and fully 
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its 
significance.  
 
 
Signature:     Date:      


