
 

 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH  

The Holiday Festivities continue on Tuesday December 9th with our Special General Mem-
bership Holiday Meeting.  The more people the merrier, so bring your family and friends 

for this festive evening highlighting 2014’s busy year of activities, travel, and diving.  

There will be plenty of time for socializing and snacking on tasty Holiday refreshments 
provided by LABUE.  Back by popular demand, we will be playing the “Steal-a-Gift” game.  

Everyone is invited to bring a wrapped gift (limit $25 value) and join us for this evening 
of fun.  If you missed our fabulous December 6th Holiday Dinner, we will continue the 

party with our Holiday Dinner.  Don’t miss it!!! 
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Member's Corner:  Palau Perfect   
BY LORI ATWATER  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
BY: RICHARD RICE 
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   LABUE members completed another 
enjoyable annual warm water dive 

vacation during our September 2014 

trip to Palau.  LABUE’s Trip Planning 
Committee, led by DonCosta Seawell, 

put together an unforgettable trip 
through Palau Dive Adventures.  The 

trip featured five days of boat diving 
in 82 degree aqua blue water dotted 

by the mushroom shaped rock islands 

for which Palau is known.   
   Palau, officially the Republic of Pa-

lau, is a small nation of islands south-
east of the Philippines and south-west 

of Guam. It is geographically part of 

the larger island group of Micronesia. 
Only 20,000 people live on Palau, 

where the economy, predominantly 
based on tourism, supports 10 dive 

shops and boast “the best diving in 
the world”.   
   Expert dive masters  guided the 

entertaining programs, we will be of-
fering a full schedule of monthly dive 

opportunities including more boat 

dives, as well as, beach dives to a va-
riety of popular Southern California 

locations.  To keep up with these 
events and other 2015 events and 

activities, join our LABUE Meetup 
group at www.Meetup.com/

LABUEDIVERS/.  

   Support your newly elected LABUE 
Officers and Board of Directors.  If you 

are interested in lending your labor, 
experience, or organizational skills to 

LABUE on any of our committees, your 

participation would be more than wel-
comed.  If you would like to recom-

mend an activity or event that would 
benefit the community, our members, 

or help fulfill our 2015 mission, please 
share your ideas it with me or one of 

the Board members.  We value your 

recommendations.  Give me a call or 
send me an email 

(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your 
ideas and thoughts on how to make 

LABUE a better dive club and to let me 

know how you can help us in these 
efforts. 

The trip is scheduled to take place 
this Fall.  The cruise ship will depart 

from San Juan, Puerto Rico.  A dive 

package featuring the best dive sites 
on each island will be offered as part 

of the trip.  The base SCUBA diving 
package will include 2 boat dives per 

day, with an optional afternoon dive.  
Total cost (including airfare from Los 

Angeles) is estimated to start at 

$1500 for non-divers and $2000.00 
for divers.  A registration package 

with the finalized details will be pub-
lished soon and we hope to begin 

accepting deposits this month.  

   We are looking forward to a anoth-
er full calendar of exciting LABUE 

events and activities for 2015 includ-
ing Discover SCUBA I & II, Avalon 

Harbor Cleanup, Chamber Evening at 
the Aquarium of the Pacific, Night at 

the Museum photo event, Catalina 

Island Weekend, Catalina Island Gold 
Star Dive,  Dive Camp Weekend, Be 

the Match Walk+Run, Holiday Din-
ner, and much more.  In addition to 

our monthly meetings at the Natural 

History Museum at Exposition Park 
featuring a variety of informative and 

   Don’t miss the Boat as LABUE 
looks ahead to 2015.  As we all cel-
ebrate an enjoyable Holiday Season, 

LABUE’s Officers and Board of Direc-
tors are pleased to announce our 2015 

Warm Water Dive Vacation with some-

thing to offer non-divers as well as 
divers.  Our Trip Planning Committee, 

lead by Randy Tillery, is busy organiz-
ing a luxurious Royal Caribbean Cruise 

that will include a full schedule of 
SCUBA diving as we visit the beautiful 

Caribbean islands of St Croix, St Mar-

tin, Antigua, St Lucia, and Barbados.  

group of   LABUE members including 
Richard Rice, DonCosta Seawell,  
Salim Jordan, Lori Atwater, Syl-
via Moore, John Campbell, Bren-
da Kitchen, Miles Maxey on 3 pic-

turesque dives each day which in-
cluded a delicious lunch and snacks.      

   We experienced spectacular and 

safe driving the entire trip. The group 
explored caverns, walls, drop offs, 

dense coral reefs as well as a hike to 

Jellyfish Lake, a fresh water lake with 
thousands of stingless jellyfish. LABUE 

members experienced giant manta 

rays at a cleaning station, dozens of 
sharks, huge Napoleon Wrasse, Moray 

eels and countless turtles. The trip 
was a photographers and videogra-

phers dream, with a variety of abun-
dant sea life enjoyed on each dive. 

   Hats off to DonCosta on the hotel 

selection. The Palau Paradise Hotel 
was situated close to shops and res-

taurants on the main road, and less 
than 10 minutes from the dive shop. 

The LABUE group shared a spacious, 

clean and comfortable four room suite 
with 4 bathrooms, large living room, 

full kitchen, and a fully equipped gym.   
   The Palau Dive Adventures dive 

shop for was well-stocked with mer-
chandise appealing to avid divers and 

Continued on page 3 

http://www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
http://www.Meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
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Palau 
Continued from Page 2 

members eagerly purchased t-shirts 
and dive paraphernalia.  Above all, 

the staff of Palau Dive Adventures 
provided exceptional service. Punctu-
al shuttle service coupled with expe-

rienced, friendly dive masters, Jason, 
John and JayWin, LABUE easily rev-

eled in the diving. We all appreciated 
the skills of the dive boat captains 

who navigated the fast and comfort-

able dive boats away from fast mov-
ing storms and shallow reef bottoms. 

Without exception, LABUE member’s 
trip to Palau met expectations of the 

club’s annual warm water adventure.  

Record Setting LABUE 
Dive-Camp Weekend 
BY: RANDY TILLERY 

   Wow, October 10-12th turned out 
to be the most attended LABUE Dive-

Camp Weekend ever!  LABUE thanks 
everyone for participating.  We had 

17 campers, 4 divers, numerous 

snorkelers, and 40 in attendance for 
a fabulous potluck dinner. The three 

campsites we reserved were located 
adjacent to each another and allowed 

for convenient mingling between the 

campers, the picnickers, and those 
enjoying the nightly campfire.  

   The weekend was beautiful, with 
air temperatures averaging 77 de-

grees. Divers experienced a good 20-

25 ft. at depths of 50-60 ft.. Water 

temperature was a comfortable 64 
degrees with a variety of anemone, 

sponges, and fish.   
   Most of our campers pitched their 

tents on Friday and took full ad-

vantage of the two night wilderness 
stay. As expected, a large number of 

LABUE members, family, and friends 
delivered a first-class buffet/potluck 

Saturday afternoon and evening. A 

wondrous raging evening campfire 
concluded our fellowship. We’ve set a 

new standard for this event and we 
plan to exceed that next year. Look 

forward to seeing you all.   
KEEP UP ON MEETUP 
For the best way to keep up with LA-
BUE throughout the year, join us on 

Meetup. By joining our Meetup 
Group, you will kept up to date on 

the latest scheduled LABUE activities 

and events including beach dives, 
boat dives, membership meetings, 

community events, and social events. 
All you need to do is go to 

www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/ 

and join our group.  Don’t be left out, 
join us today on Meetup. 

LABUE Cleans Up at 
“Coastal Cleanup Day” 
BY: JOE WINDOLPH 

LABUE once again joined other re-
sponsible individuals and organiza-

tions at Heal the Bay's “Coastal 
Cleanup Day” held on September 

20th. This is an annual international 

event that helps reduce the amount 
of trash that ends up on beaches and 

in the oceans around the world. 
Daphne did a great job promoting 

LABUE to curious onlookers visiting 

our display, while our members en-
thusiastically participated in the 

beach cleanup. We setup our LABUE 
table display at our usual location 

which is within a few feet from the 
plaque that commemorates this his-

toric Santa Monica oceanfront site 

known as the “Inkwell”. From 1905-
1964, the Inkwell’s unique location 

gave African Americans a place enjoy 
the beach and avoid overly hostile 

harassment. For more Coastal Clean-
up Day pictures and visit our events 
site at www.meetup.com/labuedivers. 

http://www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/
http://www.meetup.com/labuedivers
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
Tina Houston 
(213) 359-2131 
 

Treasurer   
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Lamont Johnson 
(310) 387-8193  
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 

Directions 
The Natural History Museum is located in 

Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boule-

vard between Vermont Avenue and 
Figueroa Street. 

 
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take 

the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and 
head west towards Vermont Avenue.  

Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.  

Make a left into Exposition Park  
Lot 3. 

 
Please visit the Museum website for more 

information at www.nhm.org. 

Meetings 

The LABUE meetings are held the second 
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the 

Times Mirror Room at the Natural History 
Museum in Los Angeles. 

Contact Us: 

PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  

Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  

NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

 $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

 $30 for a full page ad (per month). 

If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 

(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Month” contest.  You just 
may see your photo on the 
cover of an upcoming edition 
of the LABUE News!  Please e-
mail photos for consideration 
to dewing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 

download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 

our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

UPCOMING EVENTS 2014 
 

December 6, 2014 -- LABUE Holiday Dinner 
December 9, 2014 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM  

January 13, 2015 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM 

January 27, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting 
February 10, 2015 -- Photo Contest Voting Begins 

February 24, 2015 -- LABUE Board Meeting 
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Parking Lot - East side of  

Bill Robertson Lane  
 

Entrance at South West corner of the 
building.  Look for the security guard 

shed behind covered chain-link fence. 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive               
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Dive Events & Trip Planning  
Tina Houston (Interim)    
(213) 359-2131 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 
Francois Desamours 
(703) 463-6857  
 

 
Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Program Committee 
Keenon Adamson  
 

Technical Dive Committee 
Open 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 



 

 

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009 

(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax) 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year _______ 

 

General Information: 
Name:         Birthdate:    

Address:             

City:       State:   Zip:    

Day Phone:     Evening Phone:      

Fax:      Referred By:       

E-Mail:              

Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        

 

Certification Information: 
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________  

Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐  Beach ☐  Boat ☐ 

 

Certification Agency(s):  
            

            

 

Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives  ☐ Boat Dives     ☐ Warm Water Dives  

 

Membership Category: 

Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $45.00 ☐ for Family Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual $450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family  

 

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 

 

WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Un-

derwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I will be vol-

untarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving 

and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my mem-

bership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising 

out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also agree to release, indemni-

fy and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from any and all liability arising out of 

or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I further agree that this release and 

indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of 

California.  I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of 

my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.  

 

 

Signature:     Date:      


