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2012 Photo Contest Sealife First Place Winner
Photographer: Tina Houston
Camera:
Olympus Stylus 1030SW
Housing:
Olympus PT-043
Location:
Costa Rica
Subject:
Rosy Lipped Batfish

LABUE’S 20th ANNIVERSARY HOLIDAY MEETING!
Join us on December 11th for our 20th General Membership Holiday Meeting. The more
people the merrier, so bring your family and friends for this festive evening highlighting
20 years of leadership in the scuba diving community. There will be plenty of time for
socializing and snacking on tasty Holiday refreshments provided by LABUE. Back by popular demand, we will be playing the “Steal-a-Gift” game. Everyone is invited to bring a
wrapped gift (limit $25 value) and join us for this evening of fun. If you missed our fabulous December 8th Holiday Dinner, you won’t want to miss our Holiday Meeting!
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4th ANNUAL LABUE PHOTO CONTEST
BY STEPHEN SCRUGGS

The 2012 Annual LABUE Photo Contest provided an opportunity for
friendly competition among members
and non-members alike to display
their photographic skills with over
sixty impressive images submitted
from excursions around the world.
This year's contest format provided an
opportunity for club members to vote
for the best photo from each of three
categories: Sea Life, Diver and Landscape. The grand prize for the three
winning photographers will be the
honor of having their winning photo
published in the 'LABUE News' club
newsletter December issue.
But the contest organizers didn't
stop there. Each photographer who
submitted an entry was awarded raffle tickets that were drawn for valuable prizes at the October LABUE club
meeting. Congratulations go out to
the three lucky raffle winners; Symphrosa Williams (Case Logic digital
SLR photo backpack), Richard Rice
(Coby 7" digital picture frame) and

Don Costa Seawell (Wolverine portable hard drive).
LABUE would like to thank all of the
photographers who submitted photos
and all the club members who voted
for supporting our club and continuing to make LABUE the #1 NABS dive
club in the country.

DIVER - First place: Symphrosa
Williams - Turks and Caicos

SURFACE - First Place:
Richard Rice - St. Lucia

Visit www.labue.org to view additional winning
photographs and other submissions.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
B Y RIC H A R D R IC E

their creative side, displaying their
best underwater and above water
photographs from their personal
travels as well as LABUE events.
With the Christmas Holidays approaching, some of you may be considering adding an underwater camera to your Holiday wish list. Since I
last wrote about underwater cameras
in July 2011, there have been some
new camera choices that I wanted to
highlight.

Do you aspire to dive to
photographs; or do you
want to take some decent
tos while you are diving?

This issue features the 4th Annual LABUE Photo Contest entries
our members selected as their
favorites.
Our popular Photo Contest allows our members to show off

take
just
pho-

If the
latter is true, a compact digital camera system may suit you well. I have
been recommending compact digital
cameras and housings to LABUE
members for several years.
Our
members are quickly abandoning
their old 35mm film cameras, Nikonos underwater cameras, and difficult to master 35mm digital SLRs in

huge cumbersome housings with big
strobes, for easy to use compact digital UW camera systems. A basic underwater compact digital camera, with
many features, high definition video
capability, and image quality comparable to the best digital SLR cameras,
can now be purchased for less than
$350, including an UW light source.
While overall, digital SLRs provide the
maximum potential for technical and
artistic control of your images, compact digital cameras are well worth
your consideration.
Aside from the obvious cost and
size factors that are becoming increasingly important as airlines tighten up
on baggage restrictions; compact cameras have resulted in a great reduction
in the volume and weight of camera
equipment that I now travel with on
dive trips. No longer do I have to
carry separate bulky still and video
cameras and housings, along with
Continued on page 3

LABUE NEWS

Page 3

V O LU M E 1 7, IS S U E 1 2

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

heavy strobes and lighting systems
for each. A single camera now
takes care of all my dive needs for
both stills and video, above and below the water. I have also incorporated
a
compact
strobe and a powerful
new compact video
lighting system as part
of my equipment. All
of my dive camera
equipment now fits in
a small backpack, including
camera,
strobe, video lighting
and all accessories.
The term “Point and
Shoot” used to describe many compact
digital cameras is misleading. While all are capable of
fully automatic point and shoot operation, many have the same advanced exposure controls and features available in digital SLRs, including minimal shutter delay, aperture priority, shutter priority, manual

settings, macro settings, adjustable
white balance, exposure histographs, program modes, and underwater color correction adjustments.
The amazing new
Sony
RX100
boasts 20.9 MP
resolution, an 806,400 equivalent
ISO
range,
1080p hi definition video, and
other
features
rivaling the best
digital SLRs currently on the market.
While the new generation of compact digitals will meet the needs of
even the most advanced photographers, inexpensive point and shoot
options are becoming fewer as
manufacturers focus on marketing
advanced compact digital cameras
such as the Canon S100, Olympus
TG-1, and the Sony RX100 which
can cost as much as $700, not including a housing or strobe. It is
now more difficult to find a great

selection of simple and inexpensive
cameras such as my old Nikon Coolpix
7900 that was designed for use in an
UW housing and takes excellent photos, originally selling 7 years ago for
less than $400 including
UW housing.
One exciting new entry
level UW camera option
is the GoPro Hero 2 with
Dive Housing. These are
the tiny (1.6” X 2.4” X
1.2”) cameras that, when
mounted on skis, surfboards, hang gliders, bicycles, etc., take the
spectacular high definition videos you may have
seen on YouTube. These
cameras feature a 170
degree wide angle lens which is ideal
for UW photography, 2 hour video
recording time per battery charge,
and simple fixed focus point and
shoot still photograph capability of up
to 11 MP. I recently purchased a GoPro Dive Housing (good to a depth of
197 ft.) for my old GoPro Hero 1 camera at a cost of only $49. A complete
GoPro UW system including camera,
UW housing, and video light source
can be purchased
for less than $350
and will fit in a
small tote.
If you would like
to see a detailed
comprehensive
review of 2012’s
Best Underwater
Compact Cameras
with details on the
specific features you should be looking for, take a look at http://
www.backscatter.com/learn/article/
article.php?ID=57 .
Whatever your final UW camera
system choice; one thing that you will
quickly learn is that there will probably be an improved version available
months after you make your purchase. Don’t let it bother you. If you
are satisfied with your camera’s features and the pictures it takes, you
made the right choice.

BOWLING WITH LABUE
BY: DEBORA EWING

On Friday, November 9, we had another successful bowling event. Last
year’s low bowler is this year’s high
bowler. Congratulations go to Ron
Reed for an impressive score of 143
while Eric Shepherd was a close second at 141. Ron’s impressive bowling
skills won him movie passes for two
while Chocalee Mathieu scored a gift
card for Ruby’s Diner and Charles won
a Starbucks gift card from the raffle.
The bowlers who participated were
myself, Johnnie Davis, Daphne King,
Hank, Ron Reed, Beverley Pyne, Chocalee Mathieu, DonCosta Seawell, Eric
Shepherd and his friend Charles.
Many other folks were hanging out
and cheering on the bowlers as part
of our group. Look for a notice again
next year around this time when we’ll
do it again!
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BY RANDY TILLERY

Wonderful. That’s how we’ll describe
this year’s event. Simply wonderful.
Thankfully, that’s how it turned out.
Things started out a little slow.
Here’s what happened….As some of
you may know, I like to get to the
campgrounds early (12:00 noon on
Friday) to ensure the sites we reserved were all together and to tend
to other preparations for everyone’s
arrival. Well, it was about 5:00 pm
before our first campers showed up.
LABUE friends, Venus Mason, her son
Michael and her two grandchildren, RJ
and Marvin. After them, the next
campers didn’t arrive until 9:59 pm.,
Joe and Josh Windolph with friends
Vania and Tzanimir Borovska. (The
entrance gate closes at 10 pm.
Wow!) Saturday morning arrived and
there were 5 tents on 4 sites (keep in
mind, each site can hold 4 - 5 tents
each). Twelve o’clock noon rolled
around and no new arrivals. One
o’clock, two o’clock, “Where is everyone,” I thought to myself. My wife,
Cheryl observed me pacing back and

forth and said, “Don’t worry, more
people will show up.” No sooner
than it was uttered, Richard and
Kathy Rice along with Beverly Pyne
drove up. Daphne King pulled in.
Then DonCosta and Doralyn Seawell
arrived in their RV. By 5:00 pm, we
had 16 campers and a fire started in
preparation for the potluck. Little did
I know, that was only the beginning.
One car, two cars, fours cars, six
cars. The Wiley’s led a number of
LABUE friends and members to the
campgrounds and to the potluck.
Once again, the food was incredible.
Fresh salads, pasta salads, steaks,
three different chili dishes, pot roast,
Spanish sausages, and so much
more. Three picnic tables couldn’t
hold all of the food. I’m not exaggerating, there had to be around 30 to
40 LABUE family members there.
Laughin’, jokin’, eatin’, and talkin’,
the campfire conversations continued
well into the night. It was a wonderful time. Thank all of you for coming.
See y’all next year!

CHECK OUT THE
LABUE STORE

Our hats and polo shirts are
beautifully embroidered!

Above long and short sleeve
t-shirts have the same
front/back design layout!
~~~

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta
Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone
who desires to join you will be
aware.

Look great on the boat or
beach with official LABUE
apparel including T-shirts,
Polo Shirts, and Baseball
Caps.
T-shirts
and
Baseball
Caps are in stock and are
available in most sizes at
$20 each. Check out the
LABUE
Store
at
www.labue.org to place
your order, or you may
purchase items at the
monthly
membership
meeting.
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NEWSLETTER ADS

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
$15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
$20 for a half page ad (per month);
$30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and Figueroa Street.

Due to Metro line work on Exposition
Blvd., and museum construction on
the Exposition side of the Museum,
the Museum offers some helpful tips
for driving to minimize your inconvenience:
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2012

December 8, 2012 -- Holiday Dinner
December 11, 2012 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM
January 8, 2012 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM
January 22, 2012 -- Board Meeting

HAVE A HAPPY HOLIDAY AND A SAFE NEW YEAR!

Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

From the LABUE Newsletter Staff
BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798
Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131
Treasurer
Open
Secretary
Open
Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
COMMITTEES
Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556
Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Dive Events &
Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)

Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857
Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Program Committee
Keenon Adamson
Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to download
large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs
included in our newsletter. To accommodate our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional photographs on the LABUE website
for your viewing pleasure.

Parking Lot 3
Entrance at South West corner. Look for
security guard shed behind covered chain
link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
Day Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
Emergency Contact Name:

Birthdate:
State:
Evening Phone:
E-Mail:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified:
No. of Dives
Boat

Date of Last Dive:

Zip:

o Warm Water o Beach o

Agency Certification

Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives o Boat Dives o Warm Water Dives
Amount: $30.00 o Individual Membership o New o Renewal
$45.00 o Family Membership o New o Renewal
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual
$450.00 o Lifetime Family
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.

Signature:

Date:

