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JOIN US AT THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM
Don’t forget to join us on Tuesday, August 9th for our General Membership meeting at
the Natural History Museum, Mezzanine Conference Room for another informative program. Get the latest updates on upcoming beach dives, boat dives, upcoming Coastal
Cleanup Day activities, and Dive-Camp Weekend. Catch up with old friends and meet new
members. Enjoy our delicious meeting refreshments, door prizes, and friendly member
fellowship. Don’t forget to join our Meetup Group dive community at www.Meetup.com/
LABUEDIVERS/, providing an easy way to keep up to date on all of our 2016 dive events
and activities.

VOLUME 21, ISSUE 8
AUGUST 2016

Inside this issue:
My Last Dive
Robert Simmons

2

President’s Message

2

Dive/ Camp Weekend
October 7th—9th

4

Camp Equipment Rental

4

LABUE Scholarship
Program

6

Map & Directions to
Meeting Location

7

Membership Application

8

Dedicated to Expanding the Knowledge and Enjoyment of Scuba Diving among African Americans

LABUE NEWS

Page 2

V O LU M E 2 1 , I S S U E 8

MY LAST DIVE
BY: ROBERT SIMMONS

At the turn of the century, as had
happened with basketball, skiing and
other things, I realized that my days of
scuba diving were numbered. So, I
decided to put together a ‘bucket list’
of dive trips that I wanted to take before retiring from the sport. I created
my top 10 ‘must see’ dive sites from
around the world and decided I would
weave them into my normal travel
schedule of 2-3 major dive trips annually. I focused on 5 and finally decided
on 3 sites: Northern Sulawesi and
Lembeh Straits, Wakatobi and The

Maldives Islands.
My ‘discover scuba’ class was given
to me in 1971 by Richard Rice, my
UCLA roommate at the time. This
‘class’ consisted of using a friend’s pool
and practicing buddy breathing at 8’
deep sharing the one regulator we had
(the ‘2nd stage’ octopus did not yet
exist). My lesson only lasted a few
minutes but I was hooked. I found out
in 1973, when I took a resort course in
Hawaii, how stupid (and lucky) I had
been. My first dive was outside the
reefs of Hanama Bay near Honolulu. I
thought it was the most beautiful thing
I had ever seen in all of my 26 years
of life.
After 20 years of diving using resort
courses or other dubious means to
acquire tanks, I had to become certified in 1993 in order to dive on an upcoming Caribbean Cruise. It has been
43 years and hundreds and hundreds
of dives since that first experience in

Hawaii. I stopped logging my dives
after 30 years and more than 600
dives and I currently have no idea of
how many times I have suited up and
‘jumped in. However in those 43
years I have made countless friends
and visited some of the most beautiful places on this earth…all because
of scuba diving. BTW, I often wonder
if Richard ever became certified..hmmm?
I first heard of the National Association Of Black Scuba Divers while on
a dive trip to The Bahamas in 1993. I
joined and attended my first Summit
in 1994 in Cozumel, Mexico. After
diving in Cozumel, about 10 of us
took an adventurous 8 hour drive
down the Yucatan Peninsula to spend
several days diving in Ambergris Caye
in Belize. Both locations were spectacular and still remain among my
favorite dive spots. Looking back, it

The LABUE Lending Library is just
one of many benefits provided to
LABUE Members with a value well in
excess of the $30 annual membership dues ($45 for Family LABUE
Membership).
 Our monthly Membership Meetings
held at the Natural History Museum
at Exposition Park, provide a variety of entertaining, educational, and
interesting topics, including updates on upcoming events and club
activities.
 Members enjoy our colorful and
informative monthly LABUE News
club newsletter.
 Renewing LABUE Members receive
$10 in LABUE Bucks good towards
LABUE travel, dives, events, and
LABUE merchandise.
 LABUE provides Discount Tickets to
the annual SCUBA Show, Aquarium
of the Pacific in Long Beach, as
well as up to $30 discounts for tickets to the annual Chamber Day/
Evening events supporting the

Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber.
 For our members who are not yet
SCUBA certified, LABUE offers free
Discover SCUBA classes providing an
introduction to the world of SCUBA
including the an underwater SCUBA
experience. LABUE also offers SCUBA Certification Scholarships which
pay the costs for Open Water I SCUBA certification.
 LABUE organizes discounted Boat
Dives, as well as, regularly scheduled Beach Dives , providing a fun
and less costly SCUBA diving option.
 LABUE Members have enjoyed annual LABUE Warm Water Dive Vacations for nearly 20years to the best
dive destinations around the world
at the lowest costs you will find anywhere.
 As a responsible member of the
Southern California SCUBA diving
community, LABUE actively participate in Community Support and Outreach Activities including the annual

Continued on page 3

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
B Y : R I C H AR D R I C E

Looking for some information on a
Tropical Dive Destination? Interested
in expanding your SCUBA diving
knowledge? LABUE members are invited to take advantage of our LABUE
Lending Library including a variety of
SCUBA education DVDs, dive destination DVDs and dive travel guides.
Why spend money on expensive dive
DVDs and travel guides when you can
borrow from the LABUE Lending Library?

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 2

Catalina Avalon Harbor Cleanup, MY LAST DIVE
International Coastal Cleanup Day, Continued from page 2
and the Be The Match Run/Walk
supporting their bone marrow reg- was amazing that we were able to
enjoy such world class diving with outistry.
standing visibility and unique critters
 Our annual Holiday Dinner proright in our own back yard. I Initially
vides our members with a festive
heard of The Los Angeles Black Undersocial and dining event to close
water Explorers dive club while in Coeach year with friends, fellowship,
zumel. I joined and was club President
and thousands of dollars in door
from 1996-2010.
prizes given away.
Most of my diving had been in the
Don’t delay. It’s time to join or
Caribbean and for good reason. The
renew your LABUE Membership
waters were warm, visibility was up to
Today!
150’ and they contained around 1000
If you are interested in lending
species of fish. However, for my final
your labor, experience, or organiza3 bucket list trips, I chose Micronesia
tional skills to LABUE on any of our
and the Indian Ocean. The waters are
committees, your participation would
equally warm but visibility is typically
be more than welcomed. If you
lower. However, the biggest difference
would like to recommend an activity
between the two is that there are
or event that would benefit the commore than 4500species of fish in the
munity, our members, or help fulfill
region! I chose to spend my last 50-60
our 2016 mission, please share your
dives enjoying the region’s enormous
ideas it with me or one of the Board
diversity. Several of my friends from
members. We value your recomboth within LABUE and around the
mendations. Give me a call or send
country, many of whom also had 35me an email (labue@sbcglobal.net)
45 years of diving experiences, joined
to share your ideas and thoughts on
with me in those final trips.
how to make LABUE a better dive
The finale to this trilogy was 20 of
club and to let me know how you can
us fully chartering a fabulous, 125’
help us in these efforts.
luxury live aboard yacht including an
accompanying 61’ tender from which
all diving took place. The major highlight of the region was an ever present
population of huge manta rays. These
graceful creatures, with wing spans up
to 20’, were an amazing sight as they
usually glided past us with ‘Blue Angel’
type precision…one following another
after another after another…I saw as
many as 8 mantas aligning themselves
in similarly breathtaking processions
on several different dives. UNFORBOAT DIVING?
GETTABLE!!!
If you decide to sign up for a boat
Besides manta rays, whale sharks
dive and you want a LABUE dive are regularly seen in these waters.
buddy, please contact DonCosta Sea- Although I had been fortunate enough
well at 909-593-1877 or
to see these gentle giants on previous
doncosta1@msn.com with your trip trips, including a close-up encounter
details and he will convey that infor- while on a 3 minute safety stop in Cumation to the club so that anyone ba,
when
the
call
‘WHALE
who desires to join you will be SHARK!’ rang out, I was right in the
aware.
middle of the frenzy which always

happens when a crowd of snorkelers
bang each other around while trying
to catch that perfect photo of the
shark.
Late that night after most of our
group had turned in, I spent time in
the Jacuzzi reflecting on how fortunate a life I have been blessed to live.
If my 43 year dive career was at an
end, I could not have scripted a better finale, in a beautiful setting and
sharing it all with a great group of
friends. I will continue to be very active in LABUE and will no doubt go on
future club trips (when there are activities for non-divers). Thanks to all
for making these past 43 years so
special. While I’ve taken My Last Dive,
I believe that the best is yet to
come..!

DIVER NEWS
New and Renewing Members:
Sylvia Campbell
Pam McField
Pamela Drummond
George and Bettye Linares
Ivan Solovieff
~~~
Know of any member
Certification announcements?
Please notify Debora Ewing at
dewing@proskauer.com
~~~

LABUE NEWS

Page 4

SAVE THE DATE FOR LABUE DIVE/CAMP WEEKEND – October 7-9, 2016
Just a reminder to break out your
camping equipment along with your
SCUBA gear…….LABUE is hosting a
Dive/Camp weekend October 7-9,
2016. The location for this event is
Leo Carrillo State Beach, just north
of Malibu. LABUE has reserved (3)
tent campsites that can accommodate up to 4 tents each, with 8 people and 2 vehicles per site. We have
plenty of room for up to 24 campers.
Each site has a fire pit, picnic table
and restrooms w/showers close by.
Giant sycamore trees cover a majority, if not all, campsites. Dogs are
permitted but must be kept on leashes no longer than 6 feet long and in
a tent or enclosed vehicles overnight.
There’s a well stocked camp store in
case you forget or want to buy anything and a campground host if you
have any questions. The park has
1.5 miles of beach for swimming,
surfing, fishing and diving.
The
beach also has tide pools, caves and
reefs for you beachcombers. Bring
your bikes and hiking boots because
you can do that there too.
The cost of LABUE’s Dive/Camp
Weekend is just $15.00 per person.
Ample parking is available at $12.00
per day; however, each campsite can
accommodate only 2 vehicles. Additional vehicles will be able to park in
the campground general parking area.
Regardless of whether you go for
the diving, the camping, the beach,
or the camaraderie, this will be a fun
and relaxing weekend for you and
your family. Where else can you
enjoy an exciting Malibu weekend
adventure with LABUE for under
$40.00?
Contact Randy Tillery
(rtillry@gmail.com) for more information and to reserve your spot early.

LABUE DIVE/CAMP WEEKEND
CAMPING EQUIPMENT AVAILABLE FOR RENT
Would you like to join us in Malibu for the LABUE Dive/Camp Weekend scheduled for October 7-9th ?
Do you want to join us, but don’t
own camping equipment? LABUE
can hook you up!
LABUE has a limited number of
tents and camp chairs available for
you to rent for this exciting weekend. We will provide you with an
easy to set up 2-person tent and 2
camp chairs at a cost of just $15.00
for the weekend. So just bring
your dive equipment and sleeping
bag for another great LABUE diving
and camping event. You can reserve your tent and chairs early by
contacting Richard Rice at labue@sbcglobal.net.
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CHECK OUT THE
LABUE STORE

Our hats and polo shirts are
beautifully embroidered!

Above long and short sleeve
t-shirts have the same
front/back design layout!
~~~
Look great on the boat or
beach with official LABUE
apparel including T-shirts,
Polo Shirts, and Baseball
Caps.
T-shirts and Baseball Caps
are in stock and are available in most sizes at $20
each. Check out the LABUE
Store at www.labue.org to
place your order, or you may
purchase
items
at
the
monthly membership meeting.

LABUE’s 2016 Warm Water Dive Vacation SABA
“Unspoiled Queen of the Caribbean”
November 13 – 20, 2016

The LABUE Board is pleased to announce that the Caribbean island of Saba
has been selected for our 2016 Warm Water Dive Vacation, November 13-20,
2016! Never heard of Saba? LABUE has never traveled to Saba and many divers are not familiar with this unique Caribbean destination. Saba is known as
the "Unspoiled Queen of the Caribbean" and offers unquestionably the best
world-class SCUBA diving in the Caribbean. Learn a little about Saba and you
will understand why Saba is like no other Caribbean destination. Check out the
following for a taste of what you will experience in Saba:
Saba Tourism Board website: www.sabatourism.com
Saba Videos: www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D8wOkc42Zs and
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dgj8LDu7iuQ
DATES: November 13 – 20, 2016
DIVER COST: $1400.00 Including hotel (double occupancy)+ferry to Saba+welcome&farewell banquets+daily
breakfasts + dive package (11 dives).
NON-DIVER COST: $750.00 Including hotel (double occupancy) + ferry to Saba +welcome&farewellbanquets
+ daily breakfasts.
DEPOSIT: $200.00
CONTACT: labue @sbcglobal.net

LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS
SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
PURPOSE: I n agreem ent w ith and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the Knowledge
and Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Discover Scuba Program and
Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships
(Charles Heath Memorial Scholarship and Artie Williams Memorial Scholarship) are
named for two long time club members who exemplified consistent dedication and support of
LABUE, and love of the sport of SCUBA Diving.
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS:

Discover Scuba - Up to ten (10) LABUE Discover Scuba Program Scholarships may be awarded
each year in the form of refund of the paid Discover Scuba fee upon participation and completion of a scheduled LABUE Discover Scuba class.

Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (2) Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships may be awarded each year in the form of reimbursement of costs, up to $400, for successful completion of a recognized Open Water I SCUBA certification course offered by any qualified dive shop or SCUBA instructor. The scholarships also include a one year LABUE membership.

AWARD ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible for the Discover Scuba Program scholarships include selected members of the general public as determined by the LABUE Board of Directors.
This may include individuals as well as members of organizations including schools, scouting programs, sports clubs, fraternal organization, professional organizations, social organizations, etc..
Those eligible to apply for the Open Water I Certification scholarships include paid LABUE Members who are not SCUBA certified; and family members of paid LABUE Members (including
spouses, children, parents, siblings, grandparents, grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of
the general public who have completed any recent or past LABUE Discover Scuba Program are
also eligible.
AWARD REQUIREMENTS: R equirem ents for aw ard of the Discover Scuba Program
Scholarships will be determined by the LABUE Board of Directors. Applicants for the Open Water
I Certification Scholarships m ust have com pleted their Open W ater I certification
during the same calendar year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate
their efforts to support LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced
by any of the following:





Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and activities
Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee
Contribution of photos, articles, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News newsletter, LABUE website, LABUE Facebook page, LABUE Blog, or other media.
Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or other
related marine topics including biology, marine ecology, marine technology; or historical topics related to diving such as WWII wreck dive sites or the search for sunken slave ships.

Applications for the Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships shall be submitted by November 1st of each year.
SELECTION: Aw ard of Discover Scuba Program scholarships w ill be determ ined by
the LABUE Board of Directors in advance of each scheduled Discover Scuba Program date. Review of Award Eligibility, compliance with Award Requirements for each Open Water I SCUBA
Certification scholarship applicant, and aw ard selection w ill be m ade by the LABUE
Board of Directors before the date of the December LABUE General Membership Meeting each
year.
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LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
 $15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
 $20 for a half page ad (per month);
 $30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2016
August 9, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
August 23, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting
September 13, 2016 -- LABUE General Membership Meeting - 7:00 PM
September 27, 2016 -- LABUE Board Meeting
October 7-8, 2016 -- LABUE Dive-Camp Weekend
November 13-20, 2016 -- Saba Dive Trip

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Keenon Adamson

Treasurer
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944
Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Daphne King
(323) 819-8456
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877
Dive Events & Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
2nd floor Education Classroom at the Natural History Museum in Los Angeles.

NEW MEETING LOCATION!
Due to construction in the museum, we
will be meeting in the Education Classroom on the 2nd floor. See the attached
map for directions from the parking lot.
- Members should park at the bottom of
the ramp leading to our below ground level of the car park.
- There is a green wall at the bottom of
the ramp. On the right side of the wall is
a door. Go through the door. The outside
area of our cafeteria will be on the right.
- Continue straight ahead. Walk by the
glass entrance pavilion on the ground level, and turn right at the far edge of the
pavilion. There is a ground level door going into the museum. Go in.
- The hallway has 2 elevators on the left.
Take either one to the 2nd floor.
- Turn right after you get out of the elevator.
- Turn right at the T-intersection. The
Dino lab is on the left.
- Go through the double doors into the
Education department and walk straight
ahead.
- The door to the Education Classroom will
be on your left.

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year 2016

General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
State:
Day Phone:
Evening Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
E-Mail:
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:

Birthdate:
Zip:

Certification Information:

Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________
Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐

Beach ☐

Boat ☐

Certification Agency:
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives

☐ Boat Dives

☐ Warm Water Dives

Membership Category:
Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$45.00 ☐ for Family Membership

☐ New

☐ Renewal

$300.00 ☐ for Lifetime Individual

$450.00 ☐ for Lifetime Family

Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules. I acknowledge that I will
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as
is permitted by the laws of the State of California. I have carefully read this release and fully
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its
significance.
Signature:

Date:

