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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   
BY: RICHARD RICE  

roommates at UCLA where Bob was a 
member of the historic 1965 UCLA 
freshman basketball team that includ-
ed future NBA greats Lew Alcindor 
(Kareem Abdul Jabbar) and Lucius 
Allen. I introduced Bob to SCUBA div-
ing and gave him my personal version 
of  “discover scuba”  in a private 
swimming pool in 1972 which provided 
him with a foundation to participate in 
numerous “vacation resort dives” until 
he finally obtained his Open Water 
certification years later from instructor 
Alan Taylor.  

   In recognition of Bob’s contributions 
to LABUE, our Board of Directors 
unanimously voted to name a LABUE 
SCUBA Certification Scholarship in 
Bob’s honor. The Robert L. Simmons 
Memorial Scholarship will be added to 
existing annual scholarships, which 
provides payment for OW1 SCUBA 
certification courses, in honor of LA-
BUE members Charles Heath and Artie 
Williams. These scholarships were cre-
ated to promote the sport of SCUBA 
diving in our communities and are 
named in honor of long time club 
members who exemplify consistent 
dedication and support of LABUE, and 
love of the sport of SCUBA Diving.   
   LABUE members also said goodbye 
to longtime friends and LABUE sup- 

Continued on page 3 

 

presidency, LABUE established 
monthly membership and Board of 
Directors meetings, and began pub-
lishing the LABUE News newsletter. 
Also under Bob’s leadership, begin-
ning in 1997, LABUE organized club 
sponsored Annual Warm Water Dive 
Vacations that have included some of 
the world’s most popular dive desti-
nations. Bob actively promoted LA-
BUE’s involvement in NABS with club 
members actively participating in 
NABS meetings and enjoying NABS 
Summits over many years. LABUE 

was selected as NABS Club of the 
Year in 1999, the same year that 
LABUE established its Discover SCU-
BA Program designed to introduce 
our community to the sport of SCUBA 

diving. During his ten-
ure as LABUE presi-
dent which, ended in 
2010, Bob provided 
dedicated leadership 
which resulted in LA-
BUE becoming a local-
ly and nationally rec-
ognized and respect-
ed dive club.  
   On a personal note, 
Bob was one of my 
closest friends. We 
met at Audubon Jr. 
High and we were 

   LABUE Members and Friends said a 
sad goodbye to our friend and past 
LABUE President Bob Simmons during 
memorial services held in Los Angeles 
on January 17, 2018.  Surrounded by 
his family, Bob died peacefully in his 
home on January 7th following a val-
iant battle with leukemia. Bob was the 
second President of LABUE which was 
founded in the summer of 1992 by 
Desmond Morris and a few of his 
coworkers after attending the inaugu-
ral National Association of Black SCU-
BA Divers (NABS) Dive Summit in 
1991.  Beginning in 1996, under Bob’s 
leadership as President, LABUE 
evolved from an informal club of 
friends interested primarily in beach 
dives, to a demographically diverse, 
well organized dive club offering a 
variety of SCUBA diving activities, so-
cial events, community outreach op-
portunities, youth involvement, and 
dive training programs.  During his 



 

 

 porters Tom Wetzel and Tim Burke.  
   Tom died suddenly in late-
December. He was a well known and 
respected Southern California dive 
instructor starting in 1972 and contin-
uing until his death. Tom was a long-
time friend of LABUE who actively 
participated in LABUE membership 
meetings as a speaker, and in numer-
ous LABUE events including our past 
Holiday Gala events. Tom certified 
Bettye Linares and was responsible 
for introducing Board Member Joe 
Windolph to LABUE.  Tim Burke was 
the Captain and Owner of the Great 
Escape dive boat. Tim died of a heart 
attack on January 12 while preparing 
for a local dive charter. The Great 
Escape was LABUE’s dive boat of 
choice and was often enjoyed by LA-
BUE members during numerous past 
LABUE club charters. 
   Your LABUE Board of Directors has 
an ambitious agenda for 2018 and, 
with your help, will continue with our 
effort to institute changes necessary 
to ensure LABUE’s future. We encour-
age you to support your dedicated 
LABUE Officers and Board of Direc-
tors in meeting the challenges of 
2018 with your active participation in 
LABUE. If you are interested in lend-
ing your labor, experience, or organi-
zational skills to LABUE on any of our 
tasks or committees, your participa-
tion would be more than welcomed.  
If you would like to recommend an 
activity or event that would benefit 
the community, our members, or help 
fulfill our mission, please share your 
ideas with me or one of the Board 
members.  We value your recommen-
dations.  
   Give me a call or send me an email 
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your 
ideas and thoughts on how to make 
LABUE a better dive club and to let 
me know how you can help us in 
these efforts. 

President’s Message 
Continued from page 2 

Page 3 LABUE NEWS 

VOLUME 23 ,  ISSUE 2  

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR 
2018 LABUE MEMBERSHIP  

Join us for another exciting year of 
LABUE events and dive activities. Just 
complete the attached 2018 LABUE 
Membership Application and forward 
it to LABUE, PO Box 90069, LA 
90009, along with your annual dues 
of $30 ($45 for Family Memberships). 
You may also renew on PayPal at 
paypal_membership@labue.org.   

FREE DISCOVER SCUBA 
CLASS – APRIL 21st   

Spread the word about Discover SCU-
BA, one of LABUE’s most popular ac-
tivities, designed to introduce adults 
and young people to the exciting 
sport of SCUBA diving.  Dive Instruc-
tor George Linares and Bettye Linares 
have been instrumental in organizing 
and conducting LABUE’s Discover 
SCUBA training for over 15 years. We 
are holding Discover SCUBA on Satur-
day April 21st at Pacific Wilderness 
dive shop in San Pedro. Let your rela-
tives, friends, and coworkers know 
about this upcoming free opportunity 
to explore the world of SCUBA.  A 
refundable $20 deposit is required for 
registration. Enrollment is limited. For 
additional details and registration in-
formation, email LABUE at la-
bue@sbcglobal.net or call dive in-
structor George Linares at 661 729-
6626.   

BOB SIMMONS  
Tom Wetzel 
Time Burke 

(from top to bottom) 



 

 

Ray Bay Resort were efficient and 
without fuss, with a cold towel thrown 
in for comfort.  
Check-in was a snap 
and new arrivals are 
greeted by Rude 
(that’s really is his 
name), the GM.  My 
room was spacious, 
cooled by either air conditioning or 
ceiling fan, and well-appointed with a 
queen bed, vanity, separate toilet and 
shower, a desk, table with TV, phone 
and closet.  Added was a coffee table, 
night stand and an easy chair. For a 
modest fee, I got a router from the 
front desk for wifi.  The only disap-
pointment of the entire adventure was 
that wifi speeds approached dial-up 

300 baud levels at 
best and slower than 
that at worst. 
   I was assigned a 
locker for the week 
at the on-site dive 
operation, Yap Di-
vers.  It was 

equipped with eight camera tables for 
setting up camera gear and charging 
batteries.  I surrendered my dive gear 
to the crew of the dive boat to which I 
was assigned and went to the restau-
rant to enjoy a fast breakfast before 
catching the 8:00 dive boat departure.  
The resort’s restaurant is a big boat!  
You heard me, a BOAT!  Breakfast is 
served on the mid-deck, lunch, happy 
hour and dinner are served on the 
Crow’s Nest (top deck), or if weather 

   I almost 
missed it.  
There at 
Chamber Night 
at the Aquari-
um of the Pa-
cific in Long 
Beach, May 
2017, I was 
ready to leave 
and stopped 
by the men’s 
room before 

the long drive home.  I noticed a 
commotion at LABUE’s table as I exit-
ed; people were frantically calling my 
name.  I soon found out that my tick-
et had been drawn for the Grand 
Prize, a one week dive vacation at the 
Manta Ray Bay 
Dive Resort in Yap! 
What?  Yap? What 
is that? Where is 
that?  It’s a small 
island in the FSM 
(Federated States 
of Micronesia) in 
the Western Pacific, a location for 
world class scuba diving.   
   Ken Kurtis of Reef Seekers Dive Co. 
awarded me the Grand Prize and I 
coordinated with him to select dates 
and discuss air flights for this dive 
adventure of a lifetime. I scheduled 
my trip for February 2018 and pur-
chased a ticket for the $2000 flight 
from LAX to Honolulu to Guam to 
Yap, arriving two days after leaving 
LA.  Airport transfers to the Manta 

MEMBER’S CORNER: DIVING IN YAP 
BY: DonCosta Seawell 
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demands on the upper deck.  All 
meals were delicious, well-prepared 

and with a variety of 
choices.  Local beer 
is brewed on-site. 
There are commer-
cial beer and wine 
choices as well.   
   Boarding the dive 

boat each day, my gear was already 
set up on a tank. All that was left for 
me to do was to slide into my new 
Star Trek (Spock) wetsuit and booties. 
Now the fun begins; I’m about to do 
some serious diving.  The first dive 
site was Stammtisch, the signature 
dive site to see what Yap diving 
earned its reputation for, manta ray 
encounters.  This site is a manta ray 
cleaning station and these beautiful 
and graceful creatures appear there 
regularly for mouth and gill cleaning.  
The site is about a ten minute swim 
from the mooring line to which the 
dive boat is secured.  Sure enough, on 
the way to the site, we were passed 
by a pair of mantas headed for the 
site.  Upon arrival, the guide directed 
each diver to a spot in the coral for-
mation to wait and be still at a depth 
of about 18 to 20 feet.  The photogra-
phers were shown a place to perch 
and get the best view for photos. It 
was important remain still and mo-
tionless so as not to scare the mantas 
as they cruised overhead.  We waited 
and waited; then a couple mantas 
cruised by and then turned to pass  

Continued on page 5 



 

 

DIVER NEWS 
New and Renewing Members: 

Robert Randolph 
Debora Ewing 
Johnnie Davis 
Randy Tillery 
Pam McField 

George Linares 
Bettye Linares 
Eric Shepherd 

Starletta DuPois 
Vernon Beard 
Pat Williams 
Clif Williams 

Lamont Johnson 
Denise Barker 

Symphorosa Williams 
Alvin Beudreau 

Christine Jackson 
Stephen Scruggs 

Lendrear Freeman 
Symone Gayles 
Salim Jordan 

~~~  

the ecological balance is.  Mil Channel 
is a site nearby featuring the same 
phenomenon.  These unique anemone 
are gorgeous, but damaged.  Buena 
Vista is the site that featured schools 
of barracuda and giant clams.  In 
summary, the diving is clearly worth 
the price of admission and, while hav-
ing characteristics similar to other 
Western Pacific destinations, Yap div-
ing is sufficiently unique to stand out 
from the crowd. 
   The week was completed on Satur-
day, the non-diving day, with a land 
tour.  This tour provided a look into 
the Yapanese past and how the small 
island nation impacted the outcome of 
WWII.  First we explored some of the 
preserved long houses, as well as 
ocean going outrigger canoes.  No 
tour of Yap is complete without seeing 
the famous traditional stone money.  
It is right there lying along the private 
estates in plain view.  You can photo-
graph it, touch it and really enjoy it.  
But it is a bit too large and heavy to 
pick up and put in your pocket, even 
in the smallest denominations.  The 
high point of the tour was the tradi-
tional dance by the local young peo-
ple, using bamboo sticks and their 
own chants to provide rhythm for the 
dance.  It is spectacular and insight-
ful.  That also provided an opportunity 
to meet the wife, children and grand-
children of the owner, Bill Acker.  Gra-

ciously, a dancer gave 
me a bamboo stick as 
an expected but much 
appreciated souvenir. 
   I conclude with one 
singular thought:  I 
can’t wait to return to 
Yap with some of my 
LABUE dive buddies and 
stay longer. 

directly over us.  They were so mag-
nificent being viewed only ten feet 
from us.  We remained there for an 
hour watching the approach and de-
parture of a total of about six or sev-
en mantas during that time.  When 
we returned to the boat, we had a 75 
minute dive with 600 psi of air in re-
serve!  We returned to this site three 
more times during the week, achiev-
ing bottom times from 75 to 80 
minutes, and seeing sometimes a half 
dozen mantas and on one occasion, 
none.  Another site where we en-
joyed mantas in open water was 

Manta Ridge. 
   The other exciting site for me was 
Vertigo, a shark feeding type dive site 
that attracted a multitude of sharks.  
I say ‘feeding type’ because no actual 
feeding took place.  Instead, a 5” PVC 
tube, containing chum was attached 
to a thirty foot rope dangled along 
the bottom at a depth of about 40 
feet.  Swarms of fish surrounded the 
tube, including more sharks than we 
could count.  After the shark non-
feeding, the balance of this dive in-
volved exploring a beautiful reef pop-
ulated with a variety of hard corals, 
with splashes of soft coral. Mule 
Channel was a site that featured 
anemone that are bleached white.  
This resulted from unseasonably 
warm water, revealing how delicate 

MEMBER’S CORNER: DIVING IN YAP 
Continued from page 4 
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“Once you 
make a decision to 
do something, have 

a well thought- 
out plan, follow 

through, and never 
give up!   

NEVER GIVE UP.”  
 

Robert L. Simmons 
(12/12/17)  



 

 

year, LABUE member DonCosta Sea-
well won the Grand Prize of a one 
week dive vacation at the Manta Ray 
Dive Resort at Truk Island in Microne-
sia. In addition to the Chamber Even-
ing event at the Aquarium of the Pa-
cific, So Cal’s finest dive boats donate 
their services for the day for those 
who wish to support the Chamber 
and enjoy some diving.   
   Your participation in any or all of 
the facets of Chamber Day/Evening 
will help to ensure our Chamber’s 
future.  Support the Catalina Hyper-
baric Chamber!  Contact us at la-
bue@sbcglobal.net for event and tick-
et information.  

 

SAVE $25 ON TICKETS FOR 
CHAMBER DAY/EVENING 

EVENTS - May 2nd     
 
   Join us for 2018 Chamber Day/
Evening events taking place on 
Wednesday May 2nd.  LABUE will 
again be sponsoring a table for 
Chamber Evening being held at the 
Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach 
from 7pm to 10:30pm.  2018 marks 
our Chamber's 44th year of unbend-
ing service to the Southern California 
diving community. While our Cham-
ber still gets about half of its funding 
from the L.A. County, Chamber Day & 
Eve have become the major source of 
funds to keep our Chamber available 
to us 24/7/365.  Last year we raised 
just under $106,000 for our Chamber.  
   This exciting evening features a 
fully catered dinner as well as access 
to all of the aquarium’s exhibits and 
attractions.  Thousands of dollars in 
valuable door prizes will be raffled off 
including regulators, dive computers, 
buoyancy compensators, cameras, 
wet suits, mask & fins, and other dive 
related gear.  This year Chamber 
Evening tickets are $120 (LABUE is 
offering a $25 discount on Chamber 
Evening tickets and Chamber Day 
event tickets) each which includes 
five evening general raffle tickets and 
one Grand Prize raffle ticket, which 
this year is a trip to Guadalupe Island 
(south of Ensenada) to go nose-to-
nose with Great White Sharks on one 
of the Nautilus Explorer boats. Last 
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BOAT DIVING? 
If you decide to sign up for a boat 

dive and you want a LABUE dive 

buddy, please contact DonCosta 

Seawell at 909-593-1877 or  

doncosta1@msn.com with your trip 

details and he will convey that in-

formation to the club so that any-

one who desires to join you will be 

aware. 

LABUE 2018 WESTERN  
CARIBBEAN CARNIVAL DREAM 

CRUISE & DIVE VACATION 
 

With 30 LABUE members and friends 

already signed up, there may still be 

cabins available for our 2018 Western 

Caribbean Carnival Dream Cruise & 

Dive Vacation, May 6th to May 13th.  

In addition to plenty of shore excur-

sions to Mayan ruins, shopping, ad-

venture parks and more; our dive 

package has been booked at our 

ports of call in Cancun, Roatan, Be-

lize, and Cozumel. We will be depart-

ing from and returning to New Orle-

ans providing everyone the oppor-

tunity to plan awesome pre/post trip 

stays in this exciting city. For more 

information and current pricing con-

tact Trip Coordinator Randy Tillery at 

Rtillry@gmail.com. 

TAKE A LOOK 
AT LABUE ON 
FACEBOOK 
 
LABUE’s Facebook 
page provides an 
exciting source of 
amazing dive related videos, beauti-
ful photos, dive destination reviews, 
informative articles, dive equipment 
evaluations, and helpful SCUBA div-
ing tips. For a peek into the under-
water world of SCUBA, take a look at 
LABUE on Facebook at 
www.facebook.ccom/LABUEDIVERS.  
Check it out, you won’t be disap-
pointed.  

JOIN THE LABUE 
MEETUP  
COMMUNITY 
 

Join LABUE’s 
Meetup Communi-
ty. Keep up with 
LABUE dive events and activities 
throughout the 2018 on Meetup. By 
joining our Meetup Group, you will 
be automatically kept up to date on 
the latest scheduled LABUE activities 
and events including beach dives, 
boat dives, dive vacations, member-
ship meetings, community events, 
and social events. Meetup is also an 
excellent tool for meeting and hook-
ing up with new dive buddies.  All 
you need to do is go to 
www.meetup.com/LABUEDIVERS/ 
and join our group.  Don’t be left 
out, join us today on Meetup. 

mailto:doncosta1@msn.com


 

 



 

 

Scuba diving is something to be shared and the  
Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers 

would like to introduce you to … 

This DISCOVER SCUBA Program is designed to briefly  introduce individuals to a new 
world and to help prepare non-divers for a dive training certification program (this is 
not a certification program).   Certified divers will be available to answer questions 
and provide support throughout the entire Program.  Featured components are:  

 
• Introduction to the world of S C U B A and equipment review 

• (optional) Pool session with certified divers (bring swimsuit, drying towel) 
• (optional) dive shop tour  

 
WHEN:  Saturday, April 21, 2018 @ 9:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M. 
WHERE:  PACIFIC WILDERNESS 1719 So Pacific Ave.; San Pedro 90731  

 

To sign-up call George Linares at 661 729 6626   



 

 

LABUE Lending Library: Dive Videos and Travel Guides 
 
LABUE members are invited to take advantage of our LABUE Lending Library in-
cluding DVDs and dive destination travel guides.  Planning a dive vacation?  Why 
spend money on an expensive dive travel video or travel guide when you can borrow 
one from the LABUE Lending Library?  LABUE members are invited to and encour-
aged to submit a list of those dive DVDs and Travel Guides you may own and would-
n’t mind sharing with your fellow members.  We will include them on our list of avail-
able materials.   
 
Our current DVD Lending Library includes a variety of educational and informative 
topics featuring: 

 Underwater Navigation (PADI) 
 Wreck Diving (PADI) 
 Night Diving (PADI) 
 Dry Suit Diving (PADI) 
 Choosing and Using Dive Computers (Hammerhead Video) 
 Truk Lagoon (Dive Travel Video) 
 Palau (Sam’s Tour) 
 Lost Ships of Rome (Secrets of the Dead) 
 Slave Ship Mutiny (PBS) 
 The Guerrero Project  
 Diving Cozumel Mexico (Divescape Productions) 
 Dive Bonaire (Nutaaq Media) 
 White Wash (Trespass Productions) 
 

Dive & Travel Guides available in the LABUE Lending Library include: 
 Complete Guide to Diving & Snorkeling Aruba, Bonaire,& Curacao 
 Diving & Snorkeling Baja California 
 Diving & Snorkeling Fiji 
 Underwater Indonesia 
 Diving & Snorkeling Cozumel 
 Hawaii Below 
 Diving & Snorkeling Guide to Curacao 
 Diving & Snorkeling Belize 
 Diving & Snorkeling Cayman Islands 
 Diving the British Virgin Islands 
 Diving Guide to the Balearic Islands, Spain 
 Diving & Snorkeling Honduras’ Bay Islands 
 Fiji: Welcome to Our Islands 
 Lost Below (David Finnern) 
 Passage Through Deep Waters (David Finnern) 
 

If you are interested in borrowing any of the materials in LABUE’s Lending Library 
or sharing dive DVDs or related educational materials that you may own with other 
LABUE members, contact us at labue@sbcglobal.net. 
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LOS ANGELES BLACK UNDERWATER EXPLORERS 

 SCUBA SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  
 
PURPOSE: In agreement with and support of LABUE’s Mission to Expand the 
Knowledge and Enjoyment of SCUBA Diving in our community, LABUE awards Open 
Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships. The SCUBA certification scholarships 
(Robert L Simmons, Charles Heath, and Artie Williams Memorial Scholar-
ships) are named for long time club members who exemplified consistent dedication 
and support of LABUE, and love of the sport of SCUBA Diving.   
 
AWARD: Open Water I SCUBA Certification – Up to two (3) Open Water I SCU-
BA Certification Scholarships may be awarded each year in the form of reimburse-
ment of costs, up to $400, for successful completion of a recognized Open Water I 
SCUBA certification course offered by any qualified dive shop or SCUBA instructor. 
The scholarships also include a one year LABUE membership. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: Those eligible to apply for the Open Water I Certification scholar-
ships include paid LABUE Members who are not SCUBA certified; and family members 
of paid LABUE Members (including spouses, children, parents, siblings, grandparents, 
grandchildren, aunts and uncles). Members of the general public who have completed 
any recent or past LABUE Discover Scuba Program are also eligible. 
 
AWARD REQUIREMENTS:  Applicants for the Open Water I Certification Scholar-
ships must have completed their Open Water I certification during the same calendar 
year in which the Scholarship is awarded and they must demonstrate their efforts to 
support LABUE’s mission and club, programs, events, and activities as evidenced by 
any of the following: 
 
• Active attendance and participation in LABUE meetings, programs, events, and ac-

tivities 
• Active participation as a member of a LABUE committee 
• Contribution of articles, photos, graphics, and other information to the LABUE News 

newsletter, LABUE website, LABUE Facebook page, or other media used by LABUE. 
• Preparation of research paper or school project on topics related to SCUBA diving or 

other related marine topics including biology, marine ecology, marine technology; 
or historical topics related to diving such as WWII wreck dive sites or the search for 
sunken slave ships. 

• Participation in or completion of LABUE special projects or tasks as determined by 
the LABUE Board of Directors. 

 
 
SELECTION: Applications for the Open Water I SCUBA Certification Scholarships 
shall be submitted by November 1st of each year. The LABUE Board of Directors will 
work with those interested to develop the application and specify proposed activities 
and tasks to be completed by the applicant. Review of Award Eligibility, compliance 
with Award Requirements for each Open Water I SCUBA Certification scholarship 
applicant, and award selection will be made by the LABUE Board of Directors before 
the date of the December LABUE General Membership Meeting each year.  



 

 

 
LABUE’s Western Caribbean Carnival Dream 

Cruise & Dive Vacation 
 

May 6, 2018 through May 13, 2018 
 

 

The Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) is pleased to announce our 2018 Warm Water Dive Vacation 
aboard Carnival Cruise Line’s Carnival Dream from May 6 through 13, 2018.  Departing on May 6th from New Orleans, 
Louisiana, the dive destinations and ports of call include Costa Maya, Mexico; Mahogany Bay, Roatan, Belize, and Cozu-
mel, Mexico, returning to New Orleans on May13th. The trip is open to divers and non-divers with provisions for single, 
double, triple or quad occupancy staterooms. 
 
Trip coordinator Randy Tillery, Rtillry@gmail.com, can provide you with current pricing information for Interior Cabins, 
Ocean View Cabins, Balcony Cabins, and Ocean Suites. Rates for cabins accommodating more than two people are also 
available upon request. Pricing includes applicable port charges, taxes, and fees. Airfare is not included and each partici-
pant will have to arrange his/her round trip airfare individually. 
 
A dive package is available featuring world class diving including some of the best dive sites in the Caribbean such as 
Devil’s Throat in Cozumel; Shark and Ray Alley in Belize; and Punta Herrera in Costa Maya, just to name a few. The div-
ing package price is $400 per person and includes two tank dives in each of the four ports of call.   
 
A dive package is available featuring world class diving including some of the best dive sites in the Western Caribbean 
such as Devil’s Throat in Cozumel, Shark & Sting Ray Alley in Belize, and Punta Herrera in Costa Maya, just to name a 
few. The diving package price is $400 per person and includes two tank dives in each of the four ports of call.  Additional 
dives are optional and may be arranged at additional cost. 
 
If you are interested in joining us contact LABUE Trip Coordinators, Randy Tillery at Rtillry@gmail.com and DonCosta 
Seawell at doncosta01@gmail.com. 
 

                                



 

 

Contact Us: 
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009 

Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798  
Email: info@labue.org  

Web Site: www.labue.org  
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NEWSLETTER ADS 

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices.  The price structure 
is as follows: 

• $15 for a quarter page ad (per month); 

• $20 for a half page ad (per month); 

• $30 for a full page ad (per month). 
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at 
(310) 284-4556. 

Reminder:  Please e-mail 
your photos for the “Photo of 
the Quarter” contest.  You 
just may see your photo on 
the cover of an upcoming 
edition of the LABUE News!  
Please e-mail photos for con-
sideration to dew-
ing@proskauer.com. 

PHOTO OF THE MONTH 

Discover Scuba II 
Discover Scuba II took place at Pacific 
Wilderness on Saturday, July 30.  We 
had the pleasure to meet Phillip 
George who happens to already be a 
certified diver.  This event turned into 
a “let’s get wet” in the pool session.  
George Linares, DonCosta Seawell, Al 
Gray and Debora Ewing were also in 
attendance.  The next Discover Scuba 
will take place sometime next year.  
Please tell your friends and family 
about this event once the date is an-
nounced. 

 

CHECK OUT THE 
LABUE STORE 

  
Look great on the boat or 

beach with official LABUE 

apparel including T-shirts, 

Polo Shirts, and Baseball 

Caps.  

T-shirts and Baseball Caps 

are in stock and are availa-

ble in most sizes at $20 

each, Polo Shirts are $30.   

Check out the LABUE Store 

at www.labue.org to place 

your order, or you may  

purchase items at the 

monthly membership meet-

ing. 

~~~ 

Above long and short sleeve 
t-shirts have the same 

front/back design layout!  

Our hats and polo shirts are  
beautifully embroidered! 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES 

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to 
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the num-
ber of photographs included in our newsletter.  To accommodate 
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional 
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

President  
Richard Rice 
(323) 299-3798  
 

Vice President  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 

Treasurer   
Daphne King 
(323) 819-8456 
 

Secretary  
Patricia Williams 
(619) 459-0944 
 

Members at Large 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 

Randy Tillery 
(323) 893-0982 
 

Stacy Wade 
(301) 704-1601  
 

Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 

COMMITTEES  
 

Membership  
OPEN 
 

Ways & Means  
Debora Ewing  
(310) 284-4556  
 

Beach Dive  
Joe Windolph  
(818) 209-2504 
  

Boat Dive  
DonCosta Seawell  
(909) 593-1877  
 
 

Dive Training & Safety 
George Linares (Interim) 
 

Internet Administrator 
OPEN 
 

Program Committee 
OPEN 
 

Technical Dive Committee 
OPEN 
 

 
 
 

Website Editor 
Steve Scruggs 
(310) 795-0851 
 

Youth Committee 
Joe Windolph 
(818) 209-2504 
 
Newsletter Staff: 
Richard Rice - Publisher 
Debora Ewing - Editor 
(310) 284-4556  
Sharlene Johnson -
Production Manager 
Staff Writers - 
  Steve Scruggs 
  Dangil Jones 

http://www.labue.org


 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
For the Year 2018 

 
General Information: 
Name:         Birthdate:    
Address:             
City:       State:   Zip:    
Day Phone:     Evening Phone:      
Fax:      Referred By:       
E-Mail:              
Emergency Contact Name and Phone Number:        
 
Certification Information: 
Year First Certified: ______ No. of Dives: _______________  

Date of Last Dive: _______ Warm Water ☐  Beach ☐  Boat ☐ 
 
Certification Agency:        
 
Diving Preferences: ☐ Beach Dives    ☐ Boat Dives  ☐ Warm Water Dives  
 

Membership Category: 

Amount: $30.00 ☐ for Individual Membership ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $45.00 ☐ for Family Membership  ☐ New  ☐ Renewal  

   $300.00   ☐ for Lifetime Individual  $450.00   ☐ for Lifetime Family  
 
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE” 
 
WAIVER 
I      , hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black 
Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules.  I acknowledge that I will 
be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential risks of scu-
ba diving and diving related activities.  In consideration of your acceptance of this application 
and my membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property 
damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I also 
agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and its members and officers from 
any and all liability arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities.  I 
further agree that this release and indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as 
is permitted by the laws of the State of California.  I have carefully read this release and fully 
understand its contents. I sign this release of my own free will and with full knowledge of its 
significance.  
 
 
Signature:     Date:      


