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Debora Ewing
Olympus 770
Sydney, Australia (LABUE Trip)
Opera House

THIS SPOT COULD EASILY FEATURE YOUR PHOTO! Please e-mail to
dewing@proskauer.com your underwater photos for future consideration. Topside
photos are accepted if the photo was taken at a LABUE event.

DIVE SAFETY & SEALIFE
Join us on Tuesday, April 9th for our General Membership meeting at the California Natural
History Museum, Exposition Park. Spring diving is here and we will be featuring a timely
presentation on Dive Safety by Instructor Lamont Johnson, and another informative presentation by our museum sponsor and Marine Life expert Leslie Harris. If you have not yet
renewed your 2013 LABUE membership, this will be your last chance to receive $10 in
LABUE Bucks for your renewal. As usual, we will be offering some tasty meeting refreshments and great door prizes, along with LABUE updates and friendly member fellowship.
Don’t miss it!
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LABUE CAMPING CORNER...
BY RANDY TILLERY

We already know you can SCUBA
dive, but have you ever been camping? Camping and SCUBA diving can
go hand-in-hand when you’re appropriately prepared for both.
As a
SCUBA diving adventurer, LABUE is
inviting you to give camping a try. In
preparation for our annual Dive-Camp
Weekend this Fall, the LABUE News
will be featuring a series of articles

designed to help you decide on what
type of camping you want to do; car
camping, tent camping, recreational
vehicle (RV) camping, travel trailering, or whatever is comfortable for
you. We will help you decide on the
appropriate camping equipment and
accessories to suit the type of camping that suits you best. Many people
start off with car and/or tent camping. Car camping is simply sleeping
in your car, truck or van at the end
of the day. Tent camping is basically
pitching a tent and sleeping in it. It
is really quite simple. Your level of
comfort depends totally upon you
and the type of camping equipment
you choose. I tell people all the
time, you can make camping as
primitive or as comfortable as you
want it to be. Camping provides an
economical way to get away from
our hectic daily lives and embrace
nature, enjoying the vast coastal,
desert, and mountainous locations in
the Southern California area. Most

state parks and campgrounds only
charge $15 to $40 a night to stay.
Think about it. Camping can open
another level of adventure in your life.
Let me know if you have any questions on camping locations, camping
equipment selection, or the LABUE
Dive-Camp Weekend,
rtillry@gmail.com.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
By Richard Rice

2013 marks the 25th Anniversary
of the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber.
On Wednesday May 1st, the diving
community will band together for the
benefit of the Catalina Hyperbaric
Chamber as part of the annual Chamber Day/Evening events. Our Catalina

Chamber is the ONLY hyperbaric
chamber in Southern California dedicated solely to the treatment of
SCUBA diving accidents, on a 24/7,
365 day a year basis. Although we
all hope we’ll never need it, having
our Chamber available provides divers with a vital safety net when
something goes wrong.
Without
proper treatment, major problems
from diving accidents, most commonly Decompression Sickness (the
"Bends") and Air Embolism, can lead
to permanent disabling injuries and
in some instances be fatal. In the
Southern California area around
Catalina Island, the combination of
effective on-site management of a
diving accident along with the rapid
response by Los Angeles County Baywatch Lifeguards, or the U.S. Coast
Guard, and swift, effective treatment
at the Chamber can save a diver's
life.
LABUE is a long-time supporter of

the Catalina Hyperbaric Chamber. We
will again be sponsoring a table at the
Chamber Evening event held at the
Aquarium of the Pacific in Long Beach.
In recognition of the critical importance of this facility, the LABUE Board
voted to increase the discount on
Chamber Evening tickets for LABUE
members from $10 to $20. Tickets
are on sale now for $75 (normally
$95). We are also offering a $20 rebate for LABUE divers participating in
Chamber Day events.
While the
Chamber has some other sources of
income, Chamber Day/Evening provides over half of the Chamber’s annual budget, last year over $136,000
was raised. This is an excellent opportunity for LABUE members to attend
these exciting events and support the
Chamber. Here is what is in store for
Chamber Day/Evening:
The main event is Chamber Day,
which includes a full day of diving
Continued on page 3
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 2

(two dives) at Catalina, plus a
walking tour of the Chamber at
the Isthmus. Cost is $95 (plus
$30 for food and air fills, which
goes to the boat). This gets you
the diving, the tour, a T-shirt, and
5 daytime raffle tickets.
For those who can’t take the day
off but would still like to participate, we have the lucky 13th edition of the Flying Dutchman—a
mythical boat, yes, but a big part
of Chamber Day and the perfect
option for those who can’t attend
in person. “Diving” the Dutchman
will get you 5 daytime raffle tickets and a special limited-edition Tshirt available only to folks who
sign up for the Dutchman.
Raffle tickets, anyone? Whether
you’re going on a boat or just
looking for a chance to win some
fabulous prizes, daytime raffle
tickets are the way to go because
you don’t need to be present to
win. Tickets are $1 each, with discounts when you buy more.
Chamber Evening, co-sponsored
by the Aquarium of the Pacific,
wraps up the day. The event features full access to the Aquarium,
a sit-down dinner in the Great Hall
(under the life-sized model of a
blue whale). Admission to the evening also includes raffle tickets for
an evening of door prize drawings.
Thousands of dollars in valuable
door prizes will be given away including regulators, dive computers, cameras, wet suits, artwork, and much more.
LABUE members regularly travel
and dive around the world, relying
on the local chambers to be ’there
and functioning’ in the event it is
needed. It is only fair that LABUE
members support of ‘our’ local
chamber. Contact us at labue@sbcglobal.net to reserve your
ticket or request a rebate for your
participation in Chamber Day activities.
If you would like to recommend
an activity or event that would

Our Own ‘Raider of the
Lost Dock’ BY STEPHEN SCRUGGS

benefit the community, our members,
or help fulfill our 2013 mission, please
share it with me or one of the Board
members. We value your recommendations. If you are interested in lending your labor, experience, or organizational skills to LABUE, your participation in one of our active committees would be more than welcomed.
Give me a call or send me an email
(labue@sbcglobal.net) to share your
ideas and thoughts on how to make
LABUE a better dive club and to let
me know how you can help us in
these efforts.

The 2011 Japanese Tsunami was
so powerful that its impact on the
environment will be felt for generations. Mother Nature is precariously
balanced down to the smallest organism and when that balance is put
in jeopardy, a thorough understanding of any long term impact to our
environment must be effectively
managed. The tsunami has provided
invasive biologists a rare opportunity
to study the movement of invasive
organisms over vast distances due to
the debris disseminated by the ocean
after the storm. Among those items
are giant docks weighing up to 188
tons that broke away from the Japanese coast and floated for over a
year to the shores of Washington
and Oregon. These docks became
cruise ships for some of the worst
invasive species known to exist in
the world.
LABUE member Leslie Harris, who
serves on the staff of the Natural
History Museum of Los Angeles and
is also a member of the Japanese
Tsunami Marine Debris rapid response team, participated in analyzing one of the docks that found its
way to the coast of Forks, Washington last December 2012. Leslie has
written an excellent article with photos entitled "Raiders of the Lost
Dock" detailing her experiences and
you can view this article on our LABUE website at labue.org under
"Latest News & Information" or by
copying/pasting the following link
into
your
browser,
http://
www.labue.org/files/documents/
lostdock.pdf. Log in and enjoy.

BOAT DIVING?
If you decide to sign up for a boat
dive and you want a LABUE dive
buddy, please contact DonCosta Seawell at 909-593-1877 or doncosta1@msn.com with your trip details and he will convey that information to the club so that anyone who
desires to join you will be aware.
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BY RANDY TILLERY

During the LABUE’s Holiday Dinner
at Truxton’s American Bistro this
past December, Cheryl and I were
the fortunate recipients of a
“Champagne Sunset Flight”, one of
many fine gifts offered during the
gift giveaway throughout the evening. After receiving the gift coupon, the owner/operator, FAA Certified Flight Instructor, Commercial
Pilot, and LABUE Member Conrad
Mercano approached us and introduced himself. I thanked him, for
donating the flight, which normally
costs $150 per person, and we conversed about his business, his background, and his Piper P-28 airplane.
We exchanged contact information
and eventually coordinated a date
for Cheryl and me to go flying.
Our sunset flight began at the
Torrance Airport on a Friday evening
around 6:30 p.m. Cheryl and I were
greeted in the private airport lobby
by Conrad’s mother and business
partner Angela Mercano, LABUE
Member and NABS Western Regional Representative.
She welcomed us with a tastefully chosen
bottle of chilled champagne. Angela
walked us out to the airfield where
we observed Conrad land his plane
and position it for our departure.
Conrad gave us a short safety briefing and then tucked the two of us
into the backseats of the four seater
aircraft. Conrad got into his pilot’s
seat, buckled up, and started the
plane, communicating departing
procedures with the air traffic control tower. Take off was smooth
and we easily attained cruising altitude. I popped the champagne cork
and poured Cheryl and me some
bubbly. Conrad began narrating his

aerial tour of the skies over the South
Bay including Redondo Beach, Rancho
Palos Verdes, San Pedro and Long
Beach, with spectacular views of
Catalina Island on the horizon. He
made a northerly turn and continued
on to South Los Angeles, USC, Staples
Center and downtown LA, Dodger
Stadium, the Hollywood Sign, Beverly
Hills, and Santa Monica Pier. We flew
by them all and more. At times, Conrad leaned the plane to the left and
then to the right in order to give us a
better view. I’ve lived in Los Angeles
for almost 18 years and have never
seen all of LA by air. It’s beautiful!
The tour lasted an hour, not counting take off and landing. Cheryl and I
snuggled the whole time. Upon decent, we floated to touch down and
safely taxied back to the disembarking

area. Cheryl and I were very impressed and we definitely recommend
SoCal Aerial Tour (310-722-3000),
http://flysocltours.vpweb.com
or Facebook: socal.aerialtours.

DON’T FORGET DISCOVER
SCUBA I APRIL 27th
It’s not too late to sign up for Discover Scuba to be held on Saturday,
April 27, 2013, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
at the Pacific Wilderness dive shop
located in San Pedro. Get the word
out to your friends, relatives, and co-

workers that the public is invited to
participate in LABUE’s Discover
SCUBA Program, which is designed to
introduce adults and young people to
the exciting sport of scuba diving.
Participants will learn about SCUBA
during a brief classroom session followed by an opportunity try out
SCUBA equipment on an optional
shallow dive in a swimming pool under the close supervision of a dive
instructor. They will experience what
it is like to breathe underwater, providing a preview of the underwater
world available only through SCUBA
diving. Certified divers will be available to answer questions and provide
support throughout the entire Discover SCUBA Program. Participants
must be able to swim and must be
10 years of age or older. All equipment will be provided; participants
only need to bring their swimsuits
and towel. For additional details and
registration information, email LABUE
at labue@sbcglobal.net or call
George Linares at 661 729-6626.
Enrollment is limited.

Feel the Power of More Vitality!
Would you like to have greater and more consistent energy?
You can.
Would you like to improve your joint comfort and flexibility, your
digestion, sleep quality, immunity and cardiovascular health?
You can.
Would you like to improve the way your body uses and stores fat and
glucose?
You can.

Univera Products Can Help!
Univera is a leader in the natural products industry that applies
pharmaceutical standards to botanical product development with:
1. Scientific research
2. Medicinal plants
3. Patents
3. Manufacturing facility

Go to www.univera.com for more information or email me at:
acaptureddream@yahoo.com. PS. If you order directly from the site be
sure to include my ID number 1577966 in the Sponsor and
Placement ID# section. Live Well! Dangil Jones, Univera Business
Associate.

To sign-up call 661 729 6626

Scuba diving is something to be shared and the

Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers
would like to introduce you to …

This DISCOVER SCUBA Program is designed to briefly introduce individuals to a new
world and to help prepare non-divers for a dive training certification program (this is
not a certification program). Certified divers will be available to answer questions
and provide support throughout the entire Program. Participants interested in training
for certification can discuss concerns with program leader. Featured components are:
Introduction to the world of S C U B A and equipment review
(optional) Pool session with certified divers (bring swimsuit, drying towel)
(optional) dive shop tour

WHEN: Saturday, April 27, 2013 @ 9:00 A.M. until 2:00 P.M .

WHERE: PACIFIC WILDERNESS 1719 So Pacific Ave.; San Pedro 90731 (310) 833 2422
COST: $15.00 per person in attendance (NO SIT-INS—guardians exempt)

To sign-up call 661 729 6626
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NEWSLETTER ADS

LABUE is offering newsletter ads for nominal prices. The price structure
is as follows:
$15 for a quarter page ad (per month);
$20 for a half page ad (per month);
$30 for a full page ad (per month).
If you’re interested in purchasing an ad, please contact Debora Ewing at
(310) 284-4556.
PHOTO OF THE MONTH

Reminder:
Please e-mail
your photos for the “Photo of
the Month” contest. You just
may see your photo on the
cover of an upcoming edition
of the LABUE News! Please email photos for consideration
to dewing@proskauer.com.

Meetings
The LABUE meetings are held the second
Tuesday of every Month at 7:00 PM in the
Times Mirror Room at the Natural History
Museum in Los Angeles.
Directions
The Natural History Museum is located in
Exposition Park, at 900 Exposition Boulevard between Vermont Avenue and Figueroa Street.
From the 110 (Harbor) Freeway, take
the Martin Luther King Boulevard exit and
head west towards Vermont Avenue.
Turn right (north) on Menlo Avenue.
Make a left into Exposition Park
Lot 3.
Please visit the Museum website for more
information at www.nhm.org.

UPCOMING EVENTS 2013

April 9, 2013 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM
April 23, 2013 -- Board Meeting
April 27, 2013 -- Discover Scuba - 9:30 AM - Pacific Wilderness Dive Shop
May 1, 2013 -- Chamber Evening - 7:00 PM - Aquarium of the Pacific
May 14, 2013 -- General Meeting - 7:00 PM
May 28, 2013 -- Board Meeting

BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND COMMITTEES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEES

President
Richard Rice
(323) 299-3798

Membership
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131

Website Editor
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851

Vice President
Tina Houston
(213) 359-2131

Ways & Means
Debora Ewing
(310) 284-4556

Program Committee
Keenon Adamson

Treasurer
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Beach Dive
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Secretary
Patricia Williams
(619) 459-0944

Boat Dive
DonCosta Seawell
(909) 593-1877

Members at Large
Lamont Johnson
(310) 387-8193
Steve Scruggs
(310) 795-0851
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504

Dive Events & Trip Planning
Tina Houston (Interim)
(213) 359-2131
Dive Training & Safety
George Linares (Interim)
Internet Administrator
Francois Desamours
(703) 463-6857

Technical Dive Committee
Open
Youth Committee
Joe Windolph
(818) 209-2504
Newsletter Staff:
Richard Rice - Publisher
Debora Ewing - Editor
(310) 284-4556
Sharlene Johnson Production Manager
Staff Writers Steve Scruggs
Dangil Jones

In consideration to the many LABUE members who are unable to
download large files on their computer, we will be limiting the number of photographs included in our newsletter. To accommodate
our many excellent photographers, we will begin posting additional
photographs on the LABUE website for your viewing pleasure.

Parking Lot - East side of
Bill Robertson Lane
Entrance at South West corner of the
building. Look for the security guard
shed behind covered chain-link fence.

Contact Us:
PO Box 90069, Los Angeles, CA 90009
Phone/Fax: (323) 299-3798
Email: info@labue.org
Web Site: www.labue.org

Sipadan – Kapalai Dive Resort

Mabul Malaysia Registration Form
September 14 – 21, 2013
Pricing Information
The Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) has scheduled its 2013 club dive trip to Mabul,
Malaysia – Sipadan Kapalai Resort from September 14 – 21, 2013. This form is to be completed by
everyone participating in what will be another exciting LABUE Dive Vacation. Please check ALL of the
options applicable.
Dive Package Includes: 7 nights Chalet accommodations w/private sundeck, taxes, round-trip land and
boat transfers from Tawau Airport, all food and beverages while at resort (excluding alcoholic, juice and/
or carbonated soft drinks), 3 boat dives per day (Sipadan, Mabul or Kapalai Island), unlimited house reef
diving, Sipadan permit fee and LABUE fee. Each traveler is required to secure his/her own airfare
from the USA to Tawau, however Mario Cabading from Scuba Travel Ventures can secure your
airline reservations at an reasonable rate by contacting him via email at mario@stv.travel [NOTE:
To arrive on Saturday, Sept. 14th, you need to leave USA on Thursday, Sept. 12th.]

OPTIONS

Kapalai Resort Early Registration

Double Occupancy Diver

$2200

$2150

Double Occupancy Non-Diver

$1775

$1725

Single Occupancy Diver

$3260

$3210

Single Occupancy Non-Diver

$2826

$2776

Name:_
Address:_
City:
State:
Zip Code:
Home Telephone:
E-Mail

Other Telephone:

NOTES
Deposit MUST be received by
September 30, 2012 to be eligible for
the $50.00 discount

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
Membership Requirements:
The prices quoted in this form apply to divers who are members of LABUE, LABUE Sister Clubs, and members of NABS affiliated dive clubs only. The prices quoted also apply to non- divers. For those LABUE members who have not paid their dues, their trip invoice will include
an additional membership renewal fee. DIVERS ONLY who are not LABUE or LABUE Sister club members
and who are not members of a NABS affiliated dive club will be charged an additional $50 non-member fee.
Individuals wishing to participate in this trip are welcome to join LABUE and may do so by completing a LABUE Membership Application (available on-line at www.labue.org) and submitting it along with this Registration Form and $30 annual membership dues.
Package Rates: The final package price will depend on varying individual selections. Once this Form is completed and a $400 deposit received ($200 deposit for non-diver participants), the quoted rates in effect at that
time will be guaranteed. The rates quoted in this Form are guaranteed until April 4, 2013. Individuals submitting their deposits subsequent to that date will be subject to rates in effect at that time. After April 5,
2013, every effort will be made to renew LABUE’s contracts with the tour operators at the original prices, however, there may be changes. To ensure the lowest possible guaranteed price, individuals are advised to confirm
their reservations immediately.
Payment: To confirm your reservation, everyone must submit a signed Registration Form and a minimum deposit of $400 ($200 deposit for non-diver participants). The final payment is due July 2, 2013. Your
reservation is subject to cancellation if the final payment is not made on or before July 2, 2013. The initial
deposit must be paid to LABUE via a personal check, cashier’s check, money order, PayPal or cash. When
using PayPal, please add 3% percent to your payment to cover the PayPal fee charged to LABUE. When paying by PayPal, send payment(s) to: paypal_membership@labue.org
Diver Requirements: Divers participating in LABUE organized Dive Vacations must be certified by a recognized SCUBA diving certification agency (NAUI, PADI, SSI, etc.). In addition, divers must have current dive
insurance (Divers Alert Network (DAN) or equivalent Dive Insurance). LABUE requires that you provide
the following information as part of your Registration:
SCUBA Diving Certification Agency:
C-Card Number:
Other:____________________
Dive Club Affiliation: (LABUE, LABUE Sister Club, NABS Club, Other):

Certification level: OW, AOW,

IMPORTANT NOTE: Current SCUBA diving insurance is required for participation in LABUE
Trips.
Dive Insurance Carrier:
Policy/Member Number:

Expiration Date: ____________________________

Cancellation Policy: Requests for cancellation MUST BE in writing and mailed to The Los Angeles Black
Underwater Explorers, P.O. Box 90069, Los Angeles, California 90009. A $50 fee will be charged
for cancellation January 1 – April 1, 2013; 30% fee will be charged for cancellation July 14 – August 13, 2013; 50% fee will be charged for cancellation August 14 – August 31, 2013 and S ep t e m b e r
1, 2 013 and after, 7 5 % cancellation fee applies. No refunds will be given to “no shows” on the date of
departure or for any unused portion of the package. It is strongly recommended that you purchase Travelers
Insurance to minimize the loss in the event of an unexpected cancellation.

Roommates: After the initial registration sign-up period (thru January 1, 2013), each individual traveler may
be assigned a roommate if available, unless two travelers specify that they will be rooming with each other and
both have already paid the $400 deposit. If you wish to have a particular roommate, it is imperative that the
deposits for both individuals be made early in the reservation process. No one individual will be allowed to
‘hold a room’ unless $800 in deposits for two individuals have been made. Roommate assignments
will be determined by a combination of factors including the date the initial deposit was received. The Trip
Planning Committee will make an effort to accommodate special requests, however it is not guaranteed. If this is
a concern, those interested can sign up for a single supplement. Single person supplement rates are available for
individuals not wishing to have a roommate. You will be kept informed via periodic E-mails of individuals
whom have signed up for the trip, as well as room availability. It is anticipated that the currently available rooms
at the resort will eventually be sold out prior to the club trip.
Responsibility: LABUE and its Officers act only in the capacity of coordinator for the trip participants and are
not liable for injury, damage or loss occasioned by neglect or default of any company or person engaged in conveying the tour, or any hotel proprietor, dive operator or other persons supplying services or materials in connection with the tour. LABUE and its Officers do not accept any responsibility for losses or additional expenses due
to delay or changes in air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, acts of God or other
causes beyond its control. Furthermore, LABUE and its Officers acknowledge that there are risks inherent in
scuba diving and they cannot be held liable for any injuries or death.
Name:
mate:_________________________________

Requested Room-

I read and understand the Terms and Conditions of this 3-page document and agree to comply with each of
them in their entirety.
Signature:
Date:

P.O. BOX 90069, LOS ANGELES, CA 90009
(323) 299-3798 (Phone and Fax)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
For the Year _______
General Information:
Name:
Address:
City:
Day Phone:
Fax:
Referred By:
Emergency Contact Name:

Birthdate:
State:
Evening Phone:
E-Mail:

Certification Information:
Year First Certified:
No. of Dives
Boat

Date of Last Dive:

Zip:

o Warm Water o Beach o

Agency Certification

Diving Preferences: o Beach Dives o Boat Dives o Warm Water Dives
Amount: $30.00 o Individual Membership o New o Renewal
$45.00 o Family Membership o New o Renewal
$300.00 o Lifetime Individual
$450.00 o Lifetime Family
Please make checks payable to: “Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers” or “LABUE”
WAIVER
I
, hereby apply for membership in the Los Angeles Black Underwater Explorers (LABUE) and agree to abide by all club rules, I acknowledge that I will be voluntarily participating in LABUE events with full knowledge of the potential dangers of scuba diving and diving related activities. In consideration of your acceptance of this application and my
membership in LABUE, I agree to assume all risks of bodily injury, death or property damage, arising out of or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I also agree to release, indemnify and hold harmless LABUE and their members and officers from any liability arising out of
or in connection with my participation in LABUE activities. I further agree that this release and
indemnification is intended to be as broad and inclusive as is permitted by the laws of the State of
California. I have carefully read this release and fully understand its contents. I sign this release of
my own free will and with full knowledge of its significance.

Signature:

Date:

